
 

Remembering our brothers who have passed from this life. 

William C. Staples ‘55 
November 2, 1937 – May 31, 2022 

 
 William C. Staples of Berryville, Virginia, passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, May 31, 2022, at his home, 
Dunbeath Farm. Bill was born on November 2, 1937, to the 
late Ralph and Mary Crampton Staples of Berryville. Upon 
graduating from Clarke County High School, he followed his 
calling to work the farm that has been in his family since 
1910. He was also licensed through the American Breeder 
Service for over 40 years. 
 

He is survived by his wife of 43 years, Rosemarie Jones Staples; two children, 
Jeremy Staples (& wife Angelika) and Jennifer Staples; two grandchildren, Lia 
and Benjamin; a nephew, Robert (Bob) Staples of Vienna, VA, a niece, Mary 
Ann Fairweather of Florida, and several cousins. He was preceded in death by 
his brother, J. Clay Staples of Vienna, and sister, Ann Rucker of Florida. 
 
He attended Augusta military school for one year and served in the National 
Guard for seven and a half years. He was a 40-year member of the Clarke 
County Young Farmers, and later became an honorary member of the Clarke 
County High School FFA. In 1972, he was awarded the distinguished service 
award as a young farmer by the Clarke County Jaycees. In 1973, he received 
the Brandon Silo award for work in agriculture genetics and livestock 
production. In 1974, Bill was the Virginia’s Outstanding Young Farmer of the 
Year. He was a member of the North American Limousin Foundation for 38 
years, the Virginia Limousin Breeders Association for 25 years, and the Blue 



Ridge Cattlemen's Association for 8 years. Bill served on the Board of Directors 
of the Clarke County Farm Bureau Association, was a charter member of the 
Board of Trustees for historical Clermont Farm, and a member of the Piedmont 
Environmental Association for 20 years. He was a Clarke County Little League 
baseball coach and volunteer spotter for Clarke County High School football for 
18 years. As a lifelong member of Berryville Baptist Church, he was a Sunday 
school teacher, head usher, on the Board of Trustees, and held Deacon 
Emeritus status. 
 
This wonderful man will always be remembered for his love of church, family, 
the farm, and his animals. He was a big fan of country and bluegrass music, ice 
cream, and sports. He spent many Saturday mornings enjoying pancakes with 
his grandchildren. He laughed and lived life to the fullest. 
 
At AMA, Bill was a First Year Cadet, Private in “H-Q” Co. and play Varsity 
Football. 

See more of AMA cadet life at: https://archive.org/details/augusta-military-
academy-recall-1955 
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