Trion Duke Fancher Jr ‘58

February 11, 1940 — December 19, 2016

After many years of suffering from a variety of illnesses, Trion Duke
Fancher, 58, passed away just before Christmas 2016, 18 months after
the death of Goodloe Saunders, '57. Goodloe and Duke are truly the
fathers and guiding lights of the Augusta Military Academy Museum.

When Duke attended AMA, he lived in Silver Spring, Maryland. He
worked for the Washington Post for 28 years before retiring in 1996,
relocating to Arlington and beginning to devote his life to the protection
of AMA's heritage. Before he became ill, he had planned to move to
The Valley to be closer to our school.

Duke served as President of the AMA Alumni Association and was a trustee of the AMA
Alumni Foundation.

But he will be remembered most particularly for his leadership of our fledgling museum. He
conceived of exhibits which helped to tell AMA's history. He was involved from the overall
theme and purpose of the museum to the minutia of choosing the font style and type size
for cards which describe the museum exhibits.

Blaine Clarke, '72, Foundation Chair, said that “Duke was the sparkplug in the early days of
the Museum's existence, and his commitment is still being felt today.” Alumni Association
President Steve Trent, '70, called Duke “a visionary who knew where he wanted to take us
but was frustrated because of his ill health.”

For several successive years, Duke contributed in excess of ten thousand dollars to the
Foundation and endowed one of the main rooms in the museum.

His senior year at AMA, Duke was First Captain and Battalion Commander of the largest
Cadet Corps since the post-World War Il era, with half of the Corps made up of New Cadets.



Duke stood a towering 6'4” (weighing just 152, he earned the nickname, “Toothpick”) and
his height made him easy to spot at any formation.

With the assistance of his dedicated staff and line commanders, he was able to shape the
Corps into a smoothly operating unit in spite of the many problems that were to vex them.
Duke had been Goodloe’s Captain Adjutant the year before, which prepared him for this
formidable challenge. Goodloe’s wife, Brenda, said she didn’t meet Duke until after she and
Goodloe were married. “Duke was a most kind and gentle soul, incredibly intelligent and
caring. | miss him, but he and Goodloe are now together talking about their good times at
AMA.”

Executive Director Crysta Stephenson remarked that the AMA Museum would not be here
were it not for Duke and Goodloe. “I will forever be in their debt, not only for providing me
with a wonderful job, but more importantly making it their priority to preserve the history that
is very much alive on the campus in Fort Defiance.”

Former Association President Garry Granger, 71, says he understands that “General Roller
asked Duke to keep the AMA Legacy alive, and | think that is where he got his drive to
excel.” Gordon Metz, '68, another former Association President, remembered Duke as “a
pillar who kept us moving in the right direction.” Sergeant Don Studer didn’t know Duke until
he began to volunteer at the Museum. “Duke had a fresh idea every day, and most of them
were good ideas.”

His senior year at AMA, in addition to being the Battalion Commander, Duke was President
of the Student Body, Editor of The Recall emeritus (having been editor his junior year),
Roller Rifles Commander, and on the boards of the Caotillion Club, the Final Ball Committee,
and the YMCA. He was on the tennis team, was a cheerleader and elected to Ad Astra Per
Aspera at the end of his sophomore year. For three years, he was selected as having done
most for the school. After Augusta, he attended Bridgewater College, graduating in 1962.
He served in the Navy from 1962 until 1967 and joined the Washington Post in 1968, where
he was a Special Assistant to Katharine Graham, Publisher of the Post.
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See AMA 1958 cadet life at: https://archive.org/details/augusta-military-academy-recall-
1958
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