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Theodore Howard Shonts Jr ‘49

May 22, 1931 —June 18, 2022

On Saturday, June 18, 2022, Theodore Howard Shonts,
Jr., loving husband, father of two, grandfather of 8, and
great-grandfather of 8, passed away peacefully into the
arms of our Lord at age 91.

Pop as he was affectionately known by all was born on May
22, 1931, in Staunton, Virginia, to Theodore and Lois
(Jones) Shonts. He attended high school in Dover, Ohio,
and Augusta Military Academy in Fort Defiance, Virginia.
He joined the United States Navy in April of 1951, served as a Chaplain’s
Assistant during the Korean War, and received his honorable discharge in 1955.
He married the love of his life, Katherine Alice McCoy on June 14, 1958, and
recently celebrated their 64th anniversary together. He worked briefly for Duke
Power, but in 1960, began his career with the US Postal Service, where he
worked from 1960 until retirement in 1988.

Pop had a passion for the fine arts and was active in Theatre Charlotte where
he performed in many plays and musicals. He was also an avid reader and had
quite a library of books. He loved to listen to classical music and developed a
love for bag pipes. He had the heart of a volunteer once retiring and was a
chalice server, lay reader, and served in Stephen's Ministry, and was also a
clown minister at both Christ Episcopal Church and St. John's Episcopal
Church, both of Charlotte. He was a beloved volunteer for Visit Charlotte and
worked there every Monday. One of his proudest accomplishments was being



named Mediator of the Year for 2002 for the Charlotte Dispute Settlement
Program. He and Kathy both have been long serving volunteers for Wing
Haven. His life of service was of great pleasure to him, and he was loved and
appreciated by all with whom he served.

He leaves behind his wife, Kathy Shonts, and his children: son, Stephen John
Shonts and his wife, Emily of Charlotte, and their children: Christina Shonts,
Addison Shonts and his wife, Carrie, Catie Shonts, and McKenzie Brown; and
son, Theodore Howard Shonts Il and his wife, Angie, and their children, Brittany
Shonts, Theodore Howard Shonts IV and his wife, Courtney, Amber Ferola and
her husband, James, and Luke Shonts.

At AMA, Theodore was a Pvt. in “D” Co. and played Peep Baseball.

See more AMA cadet life at: https://archive.org/details/augusta-military-
academy-recall-1949
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