
 

Remembering our brothers who have passed from this life. 

Samuel Wilson Harrell ‘47 
October 2, 1928 – July 24, 2017 

 
  Samuel Wilson Harrell, 88, of Newport News, Va. 
passed away Monday, July 24, 2017.  
Wilson was born to Dr. Charles Lydon Harrell and Lela 
Wilson on October 2, 1928 in Norfolk, Va. He was 
raised in Norfolk and attended Augusta Military 
Academy in Staunton, Va. and Randolph Macon 
College.  
Wilson also served in the United States Navy where he 
was most proud of serving on the USS Oriskany. He 
was fond of his time spent in the Mediterranean.  

December 15, 1950, he married the love of his life, Betty Sue Barnes and 
remained married until her death on September 27, 2012. In the late 1960’s, 
Wilson was introduced to the music business when his son formed a band 
called the Warlords. He then started his own business (Check Productions, Inc.) 
managing numerous local bands. After retiring, Wilson decided to pursue 
another life-long dream which was model railroading.  He started Hobby Loads 
where he made coal loads for HO gauge model trains and traveling to various 
train shows. He thoroughly enjoyed his Wednesday night train club meetings 
and the newfound friendships. 
 
He is survived by his daughter, Claire (Harrell) Haislip; son-in-law, Frank 
Haislip; and grandchildren, Sean (Lauren), Ian and Lexis Harrell. He was 



preceded in death by his wife, Betty Sue; and his son, Samuel Wilson Harrell, 
Jr. 
 
Celebration of Life Services will be conducted at 3:00 pm, Saturday, August 5, 
2017 at Weymouth Funeral Home by Rev. Dennis Worsham. Interment will be 
held at a later date in Albert G. Horton, Jr. Memorial Veterans Cemetery. 
Donations may be made in honor of Wilson Harrell to the Animal Aid Society, 
80 Butler Farm Rd, Hampton, VA 23666. Arrangements are by Weymouth 
Funeral Home. 
 
“Wilson has spent six long years at Augusta. Coming here as a little fellow he 
has advanced from a private to the position of first lieutenant of “B” Co. a 
position which he has filled very admirably. There is: no better-groomed nor 
neater individual in school. For a better dispositioned cadet you would have to 
search the earth to find another like Wilson. We wish him the best of luck 
wherever he goes.” (1947 RECALL) 
https://archive.org/details/augusta-miltary-academy-recall-1947 
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