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February 12, 1917 — June 23, 1993

1LT "Abe" Shires, USA

1st Platoon Leader

Reconnaissance Company

66th Armored Regiment "lron Knights"
2nd Armored Division "Hell on Wheels"
ASN: 0-1010264

For college Abe left his home state of West Virginia to become an All-American
football player for the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. In 1994, Abe was
posthumously inducted into the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame. He was a
member of the 1939 football team. The last team to post an undefeated, untied,
unscored upon regular season.

After college, the sportsman had a go as a professional boxer in the ring. He
brought that boxing experience into his regiment. While they were stationed in
Tidworth England while preparing for D-day, Shires was the officer in charge of
the Division's boxing team. His friend and later sportscaster, Lindsey Nelson,
recalls his 9th Infantry Division leaving nearby Winchester to come box against
Shires' Division.

Private John Evans, a voice for the Greatest Generation, recalls Abe as his
platoon's leader in the Reconnaissance Company's first platoon. See picture of
Evans and Shires attached here. In Recon work, the company used half-tracks
while in Sicily. These were hybrids. Wheeled, armored cars in the front with tank



tracks on the back. These were left behind in Sicily and donated to the French's
2nd Armored Division who used them during the Normandy Invasion.

When Shires landed in Normandy, it was D-Day plus 3, June 9, 1944. By now
the company's main vehicle was a smaller armored car. They also used jeeps,
motorcycles and their own 2 feet for their Reconnaissance work. According, to
Evans, sometimes they used a small Sherman tank. Whatever was available,
working and suited to the task.

By July 19th, the Division was still trapped between the massive ancient
hedgerows in Normandy. After six weeks of fighting for every inch there was a
pause for church services. Luke Bolin was the Chaplain for the entire Division.
Gordon Blaker shares one of Luke's letters home to his wife that he wrote about
Abe:

"He's the most calm, cold-blooded man | ever saw. Nothing excites him. | asked
him to come to church yesterday, and said this to him 'We're big buddies and
last time | had church here you sat 15 yards away playing poker and didn't
come. I'm disappointed!" Abe replied, 'Well, | heard the Lord's sermon and the
Lord blessed me. Here's the money | owe you!" Then he gave me 500 francs.
Can you beat it?"

(page 233 of Iron Knights by Blaker)

On October 8, 1944, we find Abe on the Reconnaissance Company's Battle
Casualty Report. Abe is listed as SWA, Seriously Wounded in Action.

This memorial was prepared and written by the memorial manager. It is part of
her research for her upcoming book in her Great Uncle Peter Snoich's life and
death in Shires' Reconnaissance Company during WWII.

Inducted posthumously into the Augusta Military Academy Sports Hall of Fame
on September 11, 2026.

At AMA, Abe was Second Year: Private Co. “A,” Captain Boxing Team, Football
Team, Baseball Team, Track Squad, Bible Class, Sergeant at Arms Ciceronian
Literary Society.

See 1937 cadet life at: https://archive.org/details/auqusta-military-academy-
recall-1937



https://archive.org/details/augusta-military-academy-recall-1937
https://archive.org/details/augusta-military-academy-recall-1937

