
 

Remembering our brothers who have passed from this life. 

John Thurman Bell ‘54 
March 24, 1936 – June 17, 2017 

 
 On Saturday morning, June 17, 2017, after a long illness, 
John T. Bell passed away, surrounded by his wife, two 
children, and her parents. John was 81. 
John was born in Roanoke, Virginia. He graduated high 
school from the Augusta Military Academy in 1954, and then 
attended V.M.I. for 2 years. He showed ability as a 
competitive swimmer, and while there became close to his 
coach, William Campbell. When “Coach” took a position as 

a swim coach at the University of Maryland, John transferred there. At 
Maryland, he established ACC records in several events. Grit and determination 
were his hallmarks. Once, in an underwater race, he refused to come to the 
surface before finishing, blacked out, hit the wall and had to be pulled out of the 
water after having won the event. Maryland University created the “John T. Bell” 
award in his honor, awarded to the swimmer who best embodied John’s 
competitive character traits. He graduated from Maryland in 1959. 
At AMA, John AKA “Punch”, Second Year Cadet, Sergeant First Class in “B” 
Co., Roller Rifles, Honor Committee, Vice President of Second Year Men, 
Sergeant of Arms In A.M.A., Y.M.C.A., Varsity Football, Swimming, and 
Baseball, Lacrosse. 
 
 
 
 


