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Joseph Micheal Farrell ‘63

November 1, 1944 — February 15, 2023

Mike returned to the God of his childhood on
February 15, 2023. He is survived by his loyal wife
of 50 years, Wanda M. (Illsley) Farrell and his four
children, Michael (Natalie) Farrell, Meredith
(Doug) Wright, Patrick Farrell and Pamela (Kevin)
Reiser. He has eight grandchildren (little monkeys)
and seven cherished great-grandchildren as well as
his two siblings, Fred (Rosemary) Farrell and Patty
(Jim) Emerick. His extended Irish clan includes numerous in-laws and
outlaws, nieces, nephews, and cousins of the Farrell and Illsley families.
He is predeceased by his parents, Joseph and Regina Farrell and his
mother-in-law Freda Ilisley.

Mike was born on November 1, 1944, in Dushore, Pennsylvania, where
he lived until the family relocated to Binghamton, NY. Mike graduated
from Chenango Valley in 1962 and then attended Augusta Military
Academy. He served with the 67th ARRS of the U.S. Air Force through
1968. Mike made his career in the transportation industry. He was an
expert driver, educator and logistical guru who knew every mile marker,



https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/pennsylvania/dushore
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/new-york/binghamton-area

exit number, casino and diner from NY to California. Mike was a road
warrior, who loved the highway and a hustle. When he was not on the
road, you could find him at his favorite "flea" selling his treasured
wares. He was an avid train enthusiast who shared his love of chasing
and riding trains with those closest to him. He was also a member of
the American Legion Post 1194 and served as a volunteer for the
Hillcrest Fire Department.

A special thank you to those who helped Mike keep moving this last
year including the "dream team" from Lourdes at Home, his
neighborhood buddies Ron and Raymond, as well as family and friends.

At AMA: HQ Company; Pvt. 1; Soccer; Tennis; Post Graduate.

See Mike’s cadet life: https://archive.org/details/augusta-military-
academy-recall-1963
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