
 

Remembering our brothers who have passed from this life. 

Jeffrey Alan Deyong ‘67 
February 11, 1948 – February 17, 2017 

 
  NEWPORT NEWS - Jeffrey Alan Deyong was born on 
February 11, 1948 and passed away on February 17, 2017 
in Smithfield, Va.  
He was born and raised in Newport News, attending 
Ferguson High School, graduating from Augusta Military 
Academy in 1967, and later completing his Bachelor's 
degree at Elon College.  
Jeff proudly served in the Virginia National Guard as a 

medic for seven years, undergoing training at Ft. Polk, Louisiana and Ft. Sam 
Houston, Texas. After graduation from Elon in 1972, Jeff returned to Newport 
News, joining his parents in the family business, Deyong's Shoe and Leather, 
one of the original stores in the Newmarket South Shopping Center. He 
eventually bought the business from his parents, built a strip shopping center, 
Newmarket West, and opened a second location in Denbigh to serve primarily 
as a saddlery. Jeff later introduced occupational footwear and apparel to the 
primary location to service the needs of the Peninsula.  
Customers, colleagues, and employees equally adored Jeff's infectious 
personality and smile. He was proud to have his son, Adam, purchase Deyong's 
from him in 2007 and continue the business into its third generation.  
Jeff was an active member of Rodef Sholom Temple and the United Jewish 
Community of the Virginia Peninsula. His support of the state of Israel was 
solidified by intensive visits in 1979 and 1999. Jeff's time away from work was 
spent with his family and friends. Most summer weekends were spent cruising 
on one of his ever-lengthening boats. With humor, he named his last boat 



"Mover & Shaker," making light of his brave struggle with Parkinson's Disease. 
Jeff's love of the water and boating was later translated to becoming a partner 
in the James River Marina. He enjoyed his children's baseball and basketball 
games, played golf with his son, helped his daughter with her pony and 
attended her horse shows and dance recitals. He was ever present and 
supportive in their lives.  
In 2010, Jeff married Germaine Smith on the beaches of Grand Cayman. Jeff 
and Germaine spent many wonderful years together traveling often, hosting 
large family gatherings, and enjoying their beautiful collies.  
Jeff was preceded in death by his father Moss Deyong. He is survived by his 
loving wife, Germaine, his children and their spouses, Adam and Marissa 
Deyong, Samantha and James Chou, grandchildren Dylan and Paxton Chou, 
and Anna and Jonah Deyong, stepchildren and their spouses Shonda and 
Wilfredo Encalada, and step grandchildren Christopher, Eliana, and Joseph, 
Brian Smith and Ashley Stone, and step-grandchildren, Jadin, Drake and Ella.  
Also left to cherish his memory are his devoted mother Sarah Cohen Deyong, 
sister Rae Deyong, sister Leslie Frank and her husband Robert, and first wife 
Barbara Braslow Deyong. His five nieces and nephews Mandy Greenspon, 
Stephanie Spangler, Hillary, Will, and Jeremy Frank, their spouses and 
children, will remain to remember his smile and enveloping love.  
A service will be held at the United Jewish Community Center of the Virginia 
Peninsula (Rodef Sholom Temple) on Sunday, February 19 at noon with the 
burial to follow at the Jewish Cemetery of the Virginia Peninsula. Arrangements 
are in the care Peninsula Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to a charity of your choice or www.michaeljfox.org. 
 
At AMA, Jeff was SFC, 2; Sgt., 1; RECALL, 1, Directory editor, 2; Quill and 
Scroll, 1, 2; Roller Rifles, 2; Honor Military, 1; Honor Roll, 2. 
 
See 1967 cadet life at: https://archive.org/details/augusta-military-academy-
recall-1967_202306 
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