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Remembering our brothers who have passed from this life

HOOVER, THOMAS DUNCAN '37

"Military school and a stint in the Navy turned the East Liberty bad boy
with a love of motorcycles into a responsible business owner and student
who went on to become an insurance professional and an unwavering
family man," said his son. Thomas Duncan Hoover of Ross died of

pneumonia 10 January 2013 at North Hills Passavant Hospital. He was 94.

Born in East Liberty to Miles and Emily Hoover, Thomas attended Peabody
High School but his parents sent him to Augusta Military Academy in
Virginia because he had bought a motorcycle, was forbidden to keep it,
and got caught hiding it in Homewood Cemetery and sneaking out to ride

it.

Hoover enlisted in the Navy during World War Il and was posted to several
ships, his son said. But he was often seasick, and was eventually posted to a
base in the Panama Canal Zone, where he was reunited with his beloved
motorcycles through the base's motor pool. “In Panama, he rode from the
Atlantic to the Pacific a couple of times so he could tell people he'd ridden

from coast to coast,” said his daughter, Karen Morgan of Ohio Township.



After the war, Hoover bought an Esso Gas Station in West View and
attended business classes at Duquesne University. His met his wife,
Margaret Huckestein, now 86, when she came into the gas station and was
struck by his smile. They married in 1951, and he sold the gas station. The
family moved to Dubois so he could work as an insurance adjuster for a
division of General Motors. He later was employed by USF&G and earned a
promotion to head of claims at the insurance company's main office in
Baltimore. The entire family moved there in 1964. But when his wife,
mother and children missed the Pittsburgh area too much, he took a lesser

job in the Pittsburgh office and moved back.

Despite hip trouble and multiple surgeries that started in his 40's, Thomas
always was willing to play football, basketball or hockey with his kids. In
addition to his wife Margaret, son John and daughter Karen, Hoover is
survived by four grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his daughter,

Ann Alison Hoover.

At Augusta four years: 2d Lieutenant, Band; Orchestra, Intramurals, Peep
Athletics, Bible Class.

(2014 Fall Bayonet)



