
 

Remembering our brothers who have passed from this life. 

Gary “Mike” Michael Dyer 
June 4, 1948 – August 5, 2023 

 
Gary Michael "Mike" Dyer, 75, of Rockingham Co., 
previously of Chesapeake VA with roots in Dover DE, and 
Lafayette IN passed away at his home, Saturday, August 
5, 2023, after losing his battle with dementia. 
 
Mr. Dyer was born on June 4, 1948, in Salina, Kansas to 
the late John C. and Elsie Deboy Dyer. On April 5, 1975, 
he married Wilda M. Simmers Dyer who survives. 

 
He was a major in the US Army and fought in the Vietnam War flying 
helicopters. Gary was a Master Army Aviator. He was a decorated pilot 
receiving the Distinguished Flying Cross awarded while saving many American 
lives, 43 Air Medals, the Army Commendation Medal, and the Vietnam Cross 
of Gallantry. He served two tours in the Vietnam War. Besides active duty he 
was also in the Army Reserves, flying helicopters for the National Guard of 
Virginia. 
 
Gary was a life member of Sigma Chi International Fraternity, the VFW, and the 
Distinguished Flying Cross Society. He was a graduate of Embry Aeronautical 
University. He worked as an air traffic controller and a computer specialist for 
the Department of Defense, and for the Federal Aviation Administration. He 
received a government award for developing a low-altitude warning system. 
Gary loved cats and enjoyed reading. He was also an avid fisherman. 



 
He is survived by his wife of 48 years, Wilda M. Dyer; nephew, John C. Dyer 
(Tammy); niece, Denise Robertson (Nathan); great-nieces, Melissa Robertson, 
Chloe Dyer, Ava Dyer; sister-in-law, Barbara Dyer; many cousins throughout 
the US and his wife’s family were very special to him and many special friends 
whom he considered family. He is preceded in death by his parents and brother, 
John W. Dyer. 
Gary Dyer attended AMA for 1 year. https://archive.org/details/augusta-military-
academy-recall-1966 
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