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Carry on!
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Despite everything, we carry on:
Our museum reopens to the public June 15 after nearly 2 months. A grand
reopening celebration is planned for July 24. Nearly all Foundation Directors
will be on hand. Plan now to stop by, help us celebrate and visit with your fellow
classmates. It can be the reunion we never had this year.
Many of our annual events associated with our reunion continued,
despite the reunion being canceled this year.
•
•
•
•
•
•

We awarded four scholarships: two to AMA direct descendants, Ashley
Jones and Nicholas Liles and two scholarships to Fishburne Military
School cadets Andrew W. S. Watkins and Ryan W. Manning (pages 4-5)
We inducted three AMA athletes into our Sports Hall of Fame: George
Richardson, ‘64, Coach Edwin Hart, and Charles Livick, ‘77 (pages 6-8)
Ed Rogerville elects to step down as Foundation Chairman (page 19)
An abbreviated annual membership meeting to elect Foundation Board
Directors was held electronically, with 133 alumni voting. (page 19)
A Zoom meeting of the newly elected Foundation Board convened and
selected new officers. (page 20)
Committees were created by new Chairman Doug Pennock, ‘72, to move us forward in our quest to preserve AMA’s history
and heritage. (page 21)

Historical research continues, featuring a newly found 1924 biography of Charles Summerville Roller, SR., and his sons. (page 13)
Memories of recently departed classmates continue with memories of Bill Scarborough, ‘69 (page 14),
Nicholas M. Marien, ‘68 (page 18), and Greg Paul, ‘66 (page 31).
Oral Histories continue to be gathered, this edition features Doug Driscoll, ‘72 (page 10), Ian McKnight, ‘72 (page 27), Peyton Lea, ‘65

(page 31).

Outstanding achievements by alumni Dr. Francis Collins, ‘59 (page 9) and Larry Nicholson, ‘75 (page 18).
And finally, Reunion arrangements for 2021 are well underway. Save the dates April 15-18, 2021. Our conference hotel
will be the beautiful Blackburn Inn.

1932 to 2005
The first AMA Cavalry unit,
and the last AMA “Cavalry”,
the Roller Riders, are featured
in several stories,
beginning on page 14

Augusta Military Academy
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Dear AMA Alumni and friends,
It is a pleasure to greet you via our beloved Bayonet.
This publication has been a part of our AMA legacy
since the early days of the AMA timeline,
and we have indeed been most fortunate
to have two outstanding alumnus carry
the Bayonet torch since our school closed
in 1984. A heartfelt thank you to Mr. Bob
Bradford AMA ’50 and Mr. B.J. d’Orsay
AMA ’70 for your sacrifice and hard work
to keep the presses going!

and willing and able to make this work! There is a
healthy sense of urgency amongst the Board. We all
trust and support each other and in time, I hope we
will also gain your support and trust. The Board of
Directors of AMA Alumni Foundation
welcome the participation and support
of ALL alumni in the operation of our
organization. We have several board
meetings per year and offer Zoom Video
Conferencing capabilities.

The protection of the AMA legacy
has been a long road to attain. I have
We’ve recently finished two years of
just begun the first few steps of what I
reorganization and rebuilding at the
expect will turn out to be a marathon
museum led by our immediate past
and am confident that through all of
Chairman Ed Rogerville and now it’s time
our combined efforts, whether sweat,
to move forward with securing AMA’s future.
intellectual horsepower, and coins, that the end game
It has been about six weeks since I was charged with of securing our legacy way beyond our departure to
the task to Chair the AMA Alumni Foundation. the big Black Top in the sky, will be attained.
During that time, I have spent many hours getting Sincerely,
to know every nuance of our organization’s inner
workings and especially the members of the Museum
Staff.
I can tell you with little reservation, that the task at Douglas W. Pennock
hand will not be a walk in the park. Nevertheless, I Chairman
am indeed fortunate to have an outstanding group of
fellow Board members who I feel are totally committed

Our museum has been open 20 years!
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The Bayonet is distributed to alumni and
friends of the Augusta Military Academy.
Notice of changes of address should be sent to
the AMA Museum, PO BOX 100, Fort Defiance,
VA 24437-0100 or by email to Museum@
AMAalumni.org
Please provide us with your 9-digit zip
code! The Bayonet welcomes information and
articles for or about AMA alumni. Share the
news of promotions, awards, retirement, births,
marriages, deaths, etc. Digital photos should be
at least 300 dpi and preferably in TIFF format.
Printed color photos are also welcome.
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Lubbock, TX 79413-2512
Phone 806-790-7092
email: Bayonet@AMAalumni.org

Augusta Military Academy Alumni Organizational Chart

AMA alumni have two organizations which represent the interests of our school and its matchless legacy.

Augusta Military Academy
Alumni Foundation, Inc.

Augusta Military Academy
Alumni Association, Inc.

Governed by a Board of Directors responsible for
the operation of the AMA Museum, publication
of the newsletter, The Bayonet, and
management of several scholarship programs.

Governed by a Board of Directors who plan and
execute the annual alumni reunion, and the
operation of the Gift Shoppe located within the
Museum.

Board of Directors

Board of Directors

Museum

Director

Bayonet

Funded Staff

Scholarships

Volunteers

Reunion

Gift Shoppe

Augusta Military Academy
Alumni Association, Inc.
A special thanks from
both
boards
to the members
Our AMA Alumni Association formally began
in 1970 as we know it today and was to include a formal who elected to write off a
reunion of all classes both graduates and non-graduates portion or all of the event fees
of Augusta Military Academy. Cancellation of this paid for Reunion 2020. This
year’s reunion, the first in 50 years was inevitable due will help the museum budget
the coronavirus. As everyone knows the risk factor immensely.
We thank you for your
was too great and we announced that cancellation even
prior to the governor’s order to shelter in place.
support. The museum should
th
Next year we will celebrate the 50 anniversary reopen for the public by midfor the classes of ‘70 and ‘71. Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70, and June if all goes according to
Garry Granger, ‘71, have graciously agreed to be the plan. Therefore we will be needing volunteers for
class representatives respectively. Additionally, we will weekends.
Dear Alumni and friends,

be recognizing classes of ‘60, ‘61, ‘50, ‘51, ‘40, and ‘41. In closing stay safe and hope to see everyone again soon.
The Blackburn Inn will be our reunion headquarters
and there is no change in the room rate. It will remain
at $99.00. The dates for Reunion 2021 are April 15-18.
I want to thank our past Chairman of the Stephen G. Trent
Foundation for a superb job well done during his tenure.
We saw a lot of accomplishments under Ed Rogerville,
‘75, and he did a lot to preserve our legacy.
I’m also looking forward to working with Doug
Pennock, ‘72, our new Foundation Chairman.

Save the Date ~ Reunion 2021
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April 15 - 18, 2021
Blackburn Inn, Staunton Virginia

AMA Foundation
Awards Four

Ashley Jones was awarded the 2020 Augusta Military Academy Legacy Scholarship in the
amount of $1000 to attend the University of Virginia School of Nursing, Class of 2023.

Ashley is the granddaughter of Albert Ellsworth “Buddy” Krise III, a 1957 graduate of AMA. Buddy
was active at the AMA Museum and attended most reunions until his passing in December of 2018.
To Distinguished AMA Alumni,
I would like to first express my sincere gratitude in the acceptance of this scholarship. I couldn’t be more
grateful and proud to receive this scholarship through all the hard work and dedication that has gotten
me to where I am today. From the time I was little, education while giving back to the community has
always been an important aspect that I carried with me throughout my school years. Throughout school, I
challenged myself by going through rigorous academic programs such as the International Baccalaureate
Program that I knew would not only expand my educational knowledge but help me grow as individual in
the world. I learned how to balance my rigorous academics with being physically active by participating
in varsity softball that taught me the importance of teamwork and how to encourage those around me.
By becoming a team leader, I inspired those younger than me to define what leader they wanted to be for
the team. Those vital traits added to my personality helped me become a better person in times when I
gave back to my community. As I was involved in clubs such as
National Honor Society and National Spanish Honor Society, I was able to give back to my community
through volunteering at the SPCA to organizing food drives to give families the chance to know where
their next meal was coming from. Through those times, my gratitude for the life continued to grow and
that even the smallest acts of kindness can go a long way.
Through all this, my grandfather, Albert E. Krise III (Buddy), was by my side encouraging and inspiring
me to be who I am today. He taught me to always give one hundred and ten percent effort to any size
task that I was completing whether it was on a test or helping him around the house. My grandfather
valued education as a top priority making sure that he was my biggest cheerleader in every academic
milestone that I completed encouraging me to keep challenging myself to go further. I knew that I could
go to him no matter what the situation maybe and he would give me the inspiration to push through.
However, it was his life lessons that he learned not only on his own but through his time at Augusta
Military Academy that had the biggest impact on who I am today. His life lessons of hard work,
dedication and determination taught me how to be independent and work hard for what you want in
life with not expecting to have items handed to me. In addition, the biggest thing he taught me was to
never give up and how to have the strength to carry on when life gets rough. I learned that there are
more ways than one to complete any task or overcome any obstacle just by his guidance of observing the
situation in a different perspective.
Furthermore, I am deeply grateful to be a recipient of this scholarship. My grandfather would not have
been prouder of me for receiving this scholarship. His love and dedication to the Augusta Military
Academy will never die as I have acquired his love and dedication to his alma mater through his stories
as a cadet and through my own personal experiences at the Academy. My hope is to one day be able
to give back to the school and show my love and dedication of Augusta Military Academy to the next
generation.
Thank you.
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Ashley Jones with her grandfather
Buddy Krise III, ‘57

Zinkhan/McVey Scholarship

Nicholas Liles received the 2020 Augusta Military Academy Zinkhan/

McVey Scholarship in the amount of $2,000 to attend James Madison University.
Nicholas is the grandson of Edwin M. (Mac) Liles, ‘61

To begin, I would like to thank the Augusta Military Academy Alumni Foundation for awarding me
with the 2020 Augusta Military Academy Zinkhan/McVey Scholarship. There are many things that I
have done throughout my life that have gotten me to where I am today which include my family, my
involvement in Cross Country and Track, and most importantly my grandfather. My family provided
me with the base to build a well-rounded individual, as well as teaching me the life lessons that have
shaped me into who I am today. Running Cross Country, as well as Indoor and Outdoor Track, has
taught me discipline and to be humble in everything that I do because it is important in
life to take both the highs and lows in stride
to keep on moving and persevering over all
obstacles. Another important thing I learned
through competing which has got me to
where I am today is the value of hard-work.
Without understanding the value of hard-work I would never have been able to
succeed academically or athletically. Finally, I would not be here today without
the influence that my grandfather has had on my life. The most important thing
that my grandfather has taught me is to be selfless and to always focus on the
well-being of my family before worrying about yourself. To be selfless is one of the
most important traits a person can have because it always shows that you care
about others and that you will always be there for others through thick and thin.
Without all of these factors being present in my life there is no doubt in my mind
that I would not be the person that I am today. I am thankful that my parents,
teachers, coaches and most of all my grandfather have been present in my life and
had such a positive impact on me. To conclude, I would like to once again thank
Nicholas Liles learns the finer points of fishing from his
the Augusta Military Academy Alumni Foundation for awarding me with the
grandfather, Mac Liles, ‘61, in this 2006 photo
2020 Augusta Military Academy Zinkhan/McVey Scholarship.

The Zinkhan/McVey Scholarship is awarded from a fund generously endowed by Ben Zinkhan, ‘59,
through his Roller Society gift, and by a special gift from Bill McVey, ‘60.

Fishburne Military School Cadets
Receive $500 Scholarships from AMA

AMA Scholarship
Andrew W. S. Watkins
Band Company

Cadet PFC Manning is from
Charlottesville, VA, and just
completed his sophomore
year at Fishburne Military
School. This year he was a
member of Key Club and was
voted to serve as Treasurer
for the 2020-2021 school year
He enjoys playing football and
tennis. After graduating from
Fishburne, he plans to attend
either the United States Naval
Academy or VMI. His career
goal is to either become a
naval aeronautical engineer or
be part of naval intelligence.

Cadet CPL Watkins is from
Ironton, OH, and also just
completed his sophomore year
at Fishburne Military School.
This year he was a member of
the Exhibition Drill Team, Key
Club and played Lacrosse. He
enjoys music, farming, and
antique tractors. His future
plans are to join the United
States Marine Corps and his
two career interests are law and
mechanics.
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Livick Scholarship Recipient
Ryan W. Manning
Bravo Company

Sports Hall of Fame
Inductees
The AMA Sports Hall of Fame class of 2020:
• George Richardson, ‘64
• Major Edwin Hart
• Charles R. Livick, ‘77

George Richardson, ‘64
George Richardson, ’64, attended AMA for two years (1962-

1964), being from Newport News, Virginia.

He was a very talented all-around athlete, participating on the
football, swimming, baseball and track teams, lettering in all
four sports!
He was the fastest guy on the football team, going both ways in
several position – the “utility man”. And he was recognized as
one of the best punters in the Military School League!
George was the #1 diver on the Swim Team.
In the spring, he double-timed back and forth between the
baseball field and the track where he was the best sprinter in
the 100 yd dash, threw the shot-put, and started in center-field.
George was a truly special and gifted athlete!
George was also on the Roller Rifles, his senior year.

“Very well liked, George realized what friendship
meant during his senior year. A fine athlete and a
potentially splendid student, VMI will find George
to be a regular guy ... it will probably change him as
much as AMA has.”
~ 1964 RECALL
“Highlight of the year was the meet with RMA
[Randolph Macon Academy] when Augusta took six
out of 11 firsts ... George Richardson’s first in diving
pepped up the season for the Aqua-streaks”
~ 1963 RECALL
left: Capturing the prize for longest drive, George
played golf at the 2004 reunion.
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After punting AMA out of trouble, George Richardson
finds that he needs a towel to clean away the
mud during the snowy tie game with HMA.

Major Edwin Hart
Major Edwin Hart was an AMA teacher and guidance
counselor from 1961 until 1976.
During that time, he was the Head Lacrosse Coach
(1962-1973). He was also the assistant coach for the
1962, 1963, 1964 and 1965 Varsity Football Teams.
Major Hart was an All American lacrosse player at
Hobart College, and then commissioned as an officer
in the U.S. Marine Corps, serving in the Pacific during
World War II. After the war, his career followed as a
New York City Policeman, before coming to AMA.
Major Hart was an
amazing coach and
leader, who brought out
the best in his players.
His overall lacrosse
coaching record
was 47-45, albeit
not having a postgraduate program.
But, he had a
combined record
of 42 wins and
22 losses against
Virginia Private
School League
(VPSL) schools.
His 1969-70 team
finished first place
in the VPSL with
a record of 7-2;
the 1970-71 team
placed second in the League with a 8-4 record;
then the 1971-72 team coming back and finishing
first place with a record of 7-1! The 1971-72
Lacrosse Team was voted Best Team for the
athletic year.
He coached All American Jim Stillwagon, ‘67, and
fellow Sports Hall of Famers Nick Syropoulos, ‘69,
Al Zayas, ‘72, and LTG(R) Larry Nicholson, ‘75!
His work in popularizing this great game is still in
evidence today.
Major Hart passed away in June 1999.

The Bayonet 7

Charles “Charlie” Livick, ‘77
AMA 2020 Sports Hall of Fame
Charles (Charlie) Livick, ‘77, attend AMA from

childhood, and initially was “day” student. For his last
two years, he lived in the barracks.
Charlie played football, basketball and lacrosse, and was
truly a gifted athlete.
In football, he played on both sides of the ball, was a cocaptain and the defensive most valuable player (MVP) in
1976 and 1977! He anchored the defense, that realized
1975-76 AND 1976-77 Virginia Independent Conference
(VIC) Football Championships! The 1975-76 team went
undefeated: 6-0!
On the basketball court, Charlie played for four years,
and he co-captained the team finishing runner-up for the
1976-77 VIC Basketball Championship.
He played two years on the lacrosse team and anchored
the defense.
Charlie was the AMA Cadet Battalion Executive Office,
and was Executive Officer of the Roller Rifles, his senior
year.
Charles Livick passed away in November, 2014.
Coach Josephson & and Charlie Livick celebrate
winning the 1976 VIC Football Championship

“Out of nowhere shot B
Company ... Most active men
of the corps was the claim of
the company. Charlie Livick
was on the basketball jv
team, the football team and
the Honor Roll.”
~ 1974 RECALL
Charlie Livick playing Lacrosse in 1975

Charlie Livick started Football as a center in 1974.
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Templeton Prize awarded to Dr. Francis Collins, ‘59
AMA 1959 alumnus Dr. Francis Collins, geneticist,
physician, and director of the U.S. National Institutes
of Health (NIH), was awarded the
2020 Templeton Prize.
Previously featured in the Winter
2014 Bayonet when he became
the director of the NIH, Dr.
Collins has continued in that role
to this day.

suffering in this world? What happens after we die?"
were much more difficult to "ignore while sitting next
to the beds of the sick and dying,
and science wasn’t much use in
tackling them."
Dr. Collins found answers to
those and many more questions
as he converted to Christianity
in the 1980's. He has been a
strong and vocal advocate for
Christianity in the science-faith
debates since then.

Dr. Collins joins such
distinguished laureates as King
Abdullah II of Jordan, Desmond
Tutu, Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th
Dalai Lama, Chuck Colson,
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Billy
Graham, and Mother Teresa just
to name a few that the reader may
recognize.
Starting out life as an avowed atheist, Dr. Collin
eventually transitioned from studying quantum
mechanics to medical school, where he discovered
that questions like "Why is there something instead
of nothing? Is there a God? Does she or he care about
me? What is the basis of morality? What is love?
What is the meaning of life? Why is there so much

In awarding the prize, Heather
Templeton Dill said, "The
Templeton Prize is administered
by the John Templeton
Foundation and supported
by the Templeton World Charity Foundation and
the Templeton Religion Trust. On behalf of the
three Templeton philanthropies, it is with deep
gratitude that we celebrate and congratulate the 2020
Templeton Prize Laureate, Dr. Francis S .Collins."
Upon learning of his honor, Dr. Collins tweeted

“There’s one thing more infectious than
corona virus and that is hope.”

If you are interested in reading more about Dr. Collins and the Templeton Award, start with these sources:
https://www.templetonprize.org/laureate-sub/heather-templeton-dill-announces-the-2020-templeton-prize/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=organic%20social&utm_campaign=templetonprize20
https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/us/2020/may/dr-francis-collins-awarded-1-3m-templeton-prize-for-bridging-religion-and-science
https://twitter.com/hashtag/TempletonPrize2020?
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Doug Driscoll, ‘72

at night in our bunks were true. And I
mean literally true, without the slightest
embellishment. Al simply didn’t know
a stranger and wasn’t intimidated be
anyone or anything, so finding himself
in incredible situations with all kinds
of people was simply routine. More
than once I found myself in incredible
situations right along with him.

Memories ...
As I type this — one-handed, as
it turns out, being only partially
recovered from rotator cuff surgery
—I’m reflecting back on so many
of the folks who in one way or the
other looked out for me over the
years. Only a handful of them were
unconnected to AMA, and all but
a few of them have moved on to
whatever existence follows this one.
The passing of those you love and
need in your life never stops hurting,
and there are certain triggers that
make the loss all the more profound.

Doug Driscoll during a
recent trip to Ireland

Once you were Al’s friend, you were
friends for life. We talked by the phone
at least once a month or so for decades,
and I’m sure I was just one among
dozens who shared that with him. I
miss those calls more than anything,
and I’m sure others feel the same way.

Big Al was just one of many guys who
crossed my mind as I flipped through The Bayonet.
One of those triggers was today’s arrival of The Of course, there was a lot of material about Stride
Bayonet, mostly about the annual reunion that Coleman, ‘72. As a Band guy, I didn’t know Stride
none of us will be able to attend. I’ve been to only a well, but he left an indelible impression nonetheless.
handful of reunions over the years, none since 2012 It’s a little hard to come to terms with a world that
(the year my fellow Band Company alumnus and doesn’t have Stride Coleman in it, so oversized was
his personality. The thought of it
lifelong best friend Al Samuels, ‘72,
makes me regret not getting to know
passed away). Big Al was the very first
The passing of
him better over the years.
of those aforementioned caretakers,
those you love
hustling a sobbing and undersized
These were the kind of thoughts that
13-year-old out to his first formation
and need in your came to mind as I read The Bayonet.
so he wouldn’t get assigned a lap
life never stops But it was the list of deceased Class
around the bowl or 25 push-ups. We
of 1970 alums, among them the
were roommates at various times
hurting
name of John Piazza, ‘70, that most
during our five years at AMA, and
struck me. John, like Al, was among
Band Co. platoon leaders our senior
the first AMA guys to make it their business to see
year of 1971-72. Al was believed by virtually all his
that this runt of a 13-year-old (they called me Little
AMA roommates to be a bullshitter of the highest
Shit Driscoll for a reason) didn’t take too much
order because after taps he would regale us with
abuse during his new cadet year. John didn’t have
stories that stretched credulity to the limit. It was
a mean bone in his body and, probably because he
simply a given that these stories were outright lies
was so good-natured, he was often the butt of jokes
told to make Big Al seem bigger than he already was.
about his oversized nose, his Italian heritage and his
That turned out not to be the case.
hometown of Meadeville, PA during Blue Bomb bus
Five or six years after graduating, Al put me up rent- rides to parades. I’ve always been a bit ashamed of
free in his Roanoke apartment for the better part of the fact that I not only participated in this teasing
a year. Later, after he moved to Los Angeles to work but instigated much of it.
in the movie industry, we would hang out together
After John’s parents were killed in an automobile
whenever I went back to visit family. The more time
crash, he went to live with his biological father in
I spent with him, the more it became increasingly
obvious that all of those yarns Al would spin late
Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

Of all of these people, only Col. Livick, at the ripe
old age of 91, still lives, and he was one of the
Long Beach, California, and we would hang out
main reasons I had planned on attending this year’s
whenever I went home. I have fond memories of
reunion. Showing up seemed the least I could do out
driving around L.A. in his little black sports car. I
of respect for him after all these years. I had made
don’t remember the make, but I distinctly remember
plans to fly out with Larry Reed, ‘69, my first-year
John reaching his right arm out every time he hit
platoon leader and another of the guys who looked
the brakes to protect the person riding shotgun, as
out for me back not only during my new cadet year,
if a seatbelt alone was not adequate protection. He
but later when we were both at Washington & Lee. I
was that kind of guy, one for whom looking out for
struggled at W&L, and Larry tried
others was in his DNA. He took me
his best to help me transition to
to my first real concert (Elton John When you lose people,
post-AMA life by trying to get me
at the Greek Theatre) and we each
you sometimes find into his fraternity and encouraging
took dates to see Neil Diamond at
yourself wishing you me academically (neither effort
the same venue. He also took me
was successful). Still, the only good
up on his plane, giving me the thrill
had made better use W&L memories I have are the times
of flying low over Anaheim Stadium
of the time you spent spent with Larry and his girlfriend
where my beloved Angels played.
at the time. After W&L sent me
While attending college in Long
together or, at least, packing and my wanderings took
Beach, John worked in my dad’s
me from Virginia to Montana,
had more of it.
law firm and became part of our
to Washington, to California,
extended family, the big brother I’d
back to Virginia and, eventually,
never had.
to Indiana, where I got more or less stuck, I lost
Consequently, I was devastated when the touch with Larry. But now that he, too, is an Indiana
announcement was made during mess one resident, we’ve reconnected. We’ve only managed to
afternoon that Cadet Piazza had been killed when get together once in the past year, but when we did,
in a single-engine plane crash. I’d never experienced it was as if nothing had changed in the more than 40
that kind of loss before, and it shook me to the bone. years since our time at AMA and W&L. When you lose
That a guy so young and so much a part of your life people, you sometimes find yourself wishing you had
could be here one day and gone the next was a lot made better use of the time you spent together or, at
to process for a teenage kid, and his loss grieves me least, had more of it. Of those peers, both from AMA
and later, who took me under their wing, Larry’s the
still today.
last man standing. He’s
John Piazza and Big Al were two of many AMA friends a practicing surgeon
for whom I’ll always be grateful. There were others, with a full and busy
too, mentors or role models like Doc Savedge who life, and I’m an old
became a surrogate parent of sorts during my early retired guy with a lot
20s when I was more or less adrift in the world. of time on his hands.
Col. Livick was, and remains, an inspiration, the I’ll probably annoy
archetype of the kind of man I’ve always aspired to the hell out of him,
be. And Col. Hoover, as crazy as he could be and as but something about
often as we fought over soccer strategy (who knew having attended AMA
you could scream such things at a faculty member together makes that
and get away with it?) taught me the value of total okay.
dedication to whatever you chose to devote your
life to (in his case, AMA and its cadets). And Brad
Kesner, ‘71’s, mom, Nippy, was a second mother
to me, providing a home away from home on AMA
furloughs and through the decades afterwards.
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125 Years ago ... High Praise and Recommendation
From Major Jed. Hotchkiss, of Gen. Stonewall Jackson's Staff,
Mining and Topographical Engineer, Staunton, Va.
I most heartily recommend Mr. Chas. S. Rollor’s Augusta Military Academy to those who have sons to
educate. I have known the Principal as student and teacher for the last twenty- five years, and have
no hesitation in saying that I known of no one who will more carefully educate — in the proper sense
of the word — those committed to his charge. And then the location of this school is in every way an
admirable one — in the country, beside the old historic Augusta Church, among the breezy hills in the
midst of the Shenandoah Valley, 1300 feet above the sea level, and near a station of the Baltimore &
Ohio Railroad. It is a good place for the physical, mental, and moral growing up of boys.
Jed. Hotchkiss

(right) Cadet Officers, 1895

100 Years ago ... Virginia’s only ROTC “Honor School”
The reserve Officer’s Training Corps Unit at Augusta Military Academy was
established March 1, 1919, at which time an officer of the Regular Army reported for
duty with the unit ... As a result of the inspection in May, Augusta Military Academy
has been officially designated by the War Department as one of the ten “Honor
Schools” of the United States. Though this was the first time A. M. A. had applied for
“honor school” rating, it was the only one of eleven preparatory military schools in
the state of Virginia to achieve such distinction. “Sham Battles,” like the one pictured
here in 1920, became a regular feature at AMA for the next 20 years, often becoming
one of the end-of-year events and attended by the local population.

75 Years ago ... Miss Florence McCormick ,“Mother Mac”
All of us who know Miss Florence McCormick will always remember her as long as we live, and whenever we think of her we will be better
for the thought. There are people who, by paying a great price and by traveling alone the road of pain and suffering become the invisible
guardians and inspirations of their loved ones and their friends . . . Miss Florence or, as we more affectionately know her, “Mother Mac,” has
been our invisible guardian for the past twenty-nine years at Augusta. Those years have passed quickly for her. However as they are to us, so
they are to her the happiest years of her life and of ours. Thus it is a great privilege to the staff of the 1945 RECALL to dedicate this edition of the
yearbook to “MOTHER MAC”
The present history of Augusta, as it is now being written, will place her name among those of the great immortals. To know her is to love her,
knowing her is to live the history of A.M.A. Words cannot express our love and affection for this wonderful lady that fate so kindly sent to us.
May her future years be as full of the beautiful things of life as they have been in the past. “Mother” all of us love you.
“Mother Mac” was the school nurse for over 20 years.

50 Years ago ... Studer and Josephson join AMA
In full force are the men of the Military Department: Maj. Paul Quattrociocchi, FSG Warren Little, SFC Don
Studer, and Msg Josephson.
Green Bereted Msg Sievert “Joe” Josephson (far right) impressed himself on AMA as a teacher, a coach,
and a character. Needle sharp, he simply won respect by his wit, his disposition, and his total interest in
AMA. From a Marine to an Army SFC, Donald Studer (second from right} astounded the rifle team when
he whipped them into winning shape. He set a goal of 1250 for his men and promised them a steak dinner.
FUMA fell, and he kept his promise to them. Pride and enthusiasm are his keywords.
Both men continued to support AMA by becoming volunteer docents at the Museum, Joe Josephson
until his death in 2013. Don Studer is still active, serving on several Foundation committees.

25 Years ago ... New owners are welcomed
Buyers, Alumni confer
AMA Alumni Association President Gary Nicholson, ‘70, and other alumni, met with the new owners
of AMA on October 28. Seated in front of the Main Arch are, I. to r., Nicholson, and developers Kennard
Campbell of Stuarts Draft, and I.H. Baker of Staunton.
Baker and Campbell expressed an interest in working with the Alumni Association to preserve Augusta’s
buildings, but made it clear that they bought the school and property as a business investment.
Alumni are being asked for suggestions, and capital, for the use of the Augusta’s buildings and grounds.
[As reported in the November 1995 Bayonet. NOTE: These are NOT the current owners of the property.]
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Charles Summerville Roller and his family
A biography from the pages of “History Of Virginia” published in 1924
Col. Charles S. Roller, Sr., was founder of
Virginia 's finest boys’ preparatory school, the
Augusta Military Academy, which was started in
a modest way as a small day school by Colonel
Roller soon after the close of the war between
the states. Many of the prominent men of
Virginia and other states have taken pride in
the fact that part of their school days were spent
in the Augusta Military Academy, where they
derived some of the most important of their
early training. After Colonel Roller had made
the school a recognized institution of learning
and in the face of advancing years retired from
the management, he was succeeded by his sons
Col. Thomas J. and Maj. Charles S., Jr., who are
the principals and owners of the academy and
have maintained its standards on the same high
plane.
Col. Charles S. Roller, Sr., was born at Mount
Sidney, Virginia, May 8, 1839. He died August
29, 1907, about a year after he had retired from
the management of the academy. The founders
of this family in America were Peter and John
Roller, brothers, of Huguenot stock, who came
from Luxembourg about 1752, first locating in
Philadelphia. Peter Roller was the ancestor of the
Roller family in Ohio and Pennsylvania. John
Roller came into the Valley of Virginia, settling
first in Page County and later in Rockingham
County. All his sons became soldiers in the
Revolutionary war, one of them being Col. John
H. Roller, direct ancestor of the founder of the
Augusta Military Academy. The father of Col.
Charles S. Roller, Sr., was Jacob Roller, a farmer.
Col. Charles S. Roller acquired his early
education in Paxton’s School at Mossy Creek and
then entered the University of Virginia. Before
completing this course he left the university
early in April 1861 to join Company E, of the
First Virginia Cavalry in Stuart’s Corps. He went
in as a private, and rendered much service with
that noted regiment in the Valley campaigns
and elsewhere. On the last day of the war, while
acting as a courier to deliver a message, his horse
in jumping a stream fell and he was rendered
unconscious and was made a prisoner of war.
It had been his hope to return to the university
after the war and take up the study of law.
From this he was deterred by a request that
he take charge of a little school for the benefit
of his comrades in arms all of whom had quit
school to go into the army. In this way he
became schoolmaster to a group of boys, first at
his old home at Mount Sidney, end then at the
Old Stone Church near Fort Defiance. He soon
became interested in school work and gave up
altogether his intention of studying law. With the
growth of his school he acquired sixteen acres of
land adjacent to the Old Stone Church grounds,
erected dormitories, and in a short time the
Augusta Male Academy as it was then known

was being patronized by many of the boys in
that neighborhood. In 1874 when Colonel
Roller married, he began taking a few boarding
students, and some years later he reorganized
the institution as the Augusta Military Academy,
and improved and broadened its facilities to
correspond to those of the most advanced boys'
preparatory schools in the country. The academy
now has three hundred acres of land, including
a beautiful site for the modern buildings, such
as academy barracks and other quarters. For
several years the annual enrollment has been
about 300 students, representing about thirty
states in America and several foreign countries.

Col. Charles S. Roller, Sr., who in addition to
the responsibilities of management also taught
Latin and English in the school, retired from
active service in 1906. Not only as the founder
of a great school, but also in all the good work
as a citizen he had become well known in
Virginia. He was for two terms a member of the
State Legislature, 1872-74, and served on the
committees of education, schools and colleges,
public appropriations, and others. During
1884-85 he was superintendent of the Deaf,
Dumb and Blind Asylum. He served with the
rank of colonel on Gov. William Mahone’s staff,
and was actively identified with the readjuster
movement under Mahone. He had been elected
to the Legislature as a Democrat, but after the
readjuster movement became a Republican.
While not a member he never missed a service
at the Old Stone Church, Presbyterian, situated
close to the academy grounds. Colonel Roller
and wife are both buried in the cemetery at the
Old Stone Church. He presented a fine figure of
manhood, being athletic, a noted wrestler and
sprinter, fond of horseback riding until old age.
He was also a debater and an eloquent speaker.
He was a member of Mount Sidney Lodge No.
119, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and
became deputy grand master of the order in
Virginia.
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Col. Charles 8. Boiler, Sr., married Rosabelle
Moorman, who was born in Campbell County,
Virginia, September 15, 1846, and died January
6, 1910. She was a daughter of Thomas J. and
Rosabelle (Martin) Moorman. Colonel and Mrs.
Roller were married October 26, 1874, and were
the parents of four children: Margaret Belle,
wife of Captain W. S. Robinson of the United
States Army; Dr. William C., a physician at Mint
Springs, Virginia; Thomas J., and Charles S., Jr.
Col. Thomas J. Roller was born December 19,
1877, and his brother Major C. S. was born
September 8, 1879. Both were educated in their
father's school and Thomas J., also attended
the University of Virginia in 1895-96, and did
post graduate work in the university in 1901-02.
He was an instructor in the Augusta Military
Academy from 1896 to 1901, from 1902 to 1905
was an instructor in the Memphis University
School, and in 1905 resumed his work at the
Augusta Academy and in the following year he
and his brother became principals. Charles S.
Roller, Jr., graduated from tho Virginia Military
Institute in 1901, and from 1902 to 1907 was
instructor of mathematics and commandant
of cadets at the Augusta Academy. From 1908
to 1918 he again filled these positions. During
the World War he went overseas with the Red
Cross in the Expeditionary Forces and Army
of Occupation, being attached to the Eightyninth Division from July, 1918, to July, 1919.
Maj. Charles S. Roller married September 8,
1909, Janet Stephenson, and they have one son
Charles S., III. Major Roller is president of the
Kiwanis Club at Staunton, is a member of the
Board of Trustees of the Farmers and Merchants
Bank at Staunton, and succeeded his father as
deputy grandmaster of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows.
Col. Thomas J. Roller married June 8, 1911,
Virginia Greider, daughter of Benjamin Greider
of East Orange, New Jersey. They have two
children: Virginia Hilton and Thomas J., Jr.
Colonel Roller belongs to the same lodge of
Odd Fellows as his father and brother, is also
a Master Mason, is a member of the Beverly
Golf Club, is superintendent of schools in the
Middle River District of Augusta County, is
Chairman of the Augusta County Tuberculosis
Association, a member of the Welfare League,
the Board of Public Charities, the Red Cross,
Director of the Staunton National Bank. Both
families are active in membership with the Old
Stone Presbyterian Church and Major Charles
is assistant superintendent of its Sunday school.
Copyright 1924
by the American historical Society

Bill Scarborough, ‘69
A Tribute to a Founder of the Roller Riders, the Last AMA Cavalry
In addition to his being recognized as a founder and
benevolent dictator leader of the Roller Riders, Bill was
responsible for organizing the groups participation in
the 2001 ROLLING THUNDER motorcycle parade
through Washington DC with thousands
of other bikers honoring the brave men
and women of our armed services and in
particular the those who served, fought and
died in the service to our country.
He also used his creative skills to designing
and creating, Roller Rider pins, special
T-Shirts, and even a “chrome point cover” for
each Roller Rider to install on their Harley.
Bill certainly meant a lot to the group
and several Riders offered the
following comments about Bill
and his passing:
I never knew Bill at AMA, the school was only big enough for one
of us. He graduated in June of ’69 and I showed up in August, as a
side note hurricane Camille hit in between us. I never went on an
organized RR ride due to the timing and my job in the golf business
in Michigan. We did however manage to ride with bits and piece
rides with RR members. Lewie and I went up to Bill’s house in Mt.
Joy for a covered bridge ride just after I moved to VA in 2007. We
had a pleasant ride back down 340 through the Valley and made a
couple of trips in 2004 and 2005 from Michigan to PA to ride with
Bill on my way to or from another location. On one ride I was on my
‘65 Pan and had to borrow duct tape and zip ties to reattach parts
to the old girl. Bill and I took a ride down to Barber Motorsports
Part in October 2016 for the Vintage Days Racing. We stopped by
Wheels through Time and then spent Friday, Saturday and Sunday
at the races. It was a great ride through Maggie Valley and some
great times at the races and swap meet. It was during this trip that
Bill mentioned some concerns he had about his kidneys but wanted
to get this ride in. I kept in touch with Bill since my work travels took
me near his house in Augusta. Bill was one of the best and definitely
the most particular enthusiast I knew! He was always on me for not
washing my bikes and somehow got me to wash his last year as
he sat in a chair and instructed me.
He was a good friend and kept
me on my toes!

and associating the name with Bill, who thought it was pretty cool that
his name was broadcast over the radio waves… Jump some 4 decades
to the late 90’s when I received a call from Bills wife Sue, encouraging
contact with him as he’d always spoken of AMA…He reconnected
with his AMA Brothers and discovered many of us road motorcycles
(Harley’s primarily)…Bill was instrumental in starting the
Roller Riders soon afterwards….Along with support and
help from Rick Smail, Gordon Metz and others…we were
some 18 strong and met in the Valley to have an after
reunion ride for years… Although Bill stopped attending
reunions, the Roller Riders continued their annual ride.
It’s because of Bill and his passion and talent for all things
motorcycles and equipment as well as his “fender and
tank” painting skills that he’s left an impact on this group
of AMA Alumni / Motorcycle Enthusiasts …
To Wendy, whom I’ve not met but heard
about her love and nurturing of Bill (as
well as her ability to “keep him in step”),
I offer heartfelt sympathy and life long
memories. Rest in Peace Bill!!
~Garry Granger, ‘71
The year was 2004. Believe there was about 12 of us. Think it was
my first year. That’s when I got my nickname Toolman. And that’s
another story. Bill had found a camp resort in North Carolina called
Rider Roost. A camp site just for motorcycles. An older gentleman
named Uncle Roy owned it. Well the story goes that only Bill and I
had sleeping bags. And the cabins where by the river. Everyone was
given a wool blanket and sheets and a pillow. I can still see Tom Del
Valle standing at the door to his cabin with a blanket over his head
screaming in the morning I AM F $#king COLD!!! Where Bill and
I just looked at each other and shrugged our shoulders. It helps to be
prepared. I will miss my Benevolent Dictator.
~ Mike Kidd, ‘72

I initially got to know Bill my junior year at AMA, as Captain
of E Company. Bill became the guideon. He was chosen based
primarily on his small stature. It was common practice to choose
someone short to be the company guideon as it made the company
commander appear taller than he actually was. Bill did not hit his
growth spurt until after he graduated. Bill and I took different paths
during our senior year at AMA. I became Battalion Commander
and Bill became the Commander of the blacktop. I recall looking
out of my window, in the tower and watching Bill walk
tours. I
think he might have set a record
on the number of hours walking
tours. Approximately 20+ years
later at a AMA reunion Bill and
~ Jim Atchison, ‘72
I re-established our relationship.
During an alcohol induced conversation
Parsley, Sage, Rosemary and Thyme …
Bill invited me to ride with a bunch of
guys who became known as the Roller
The famous Folk-Rock song Scarborough
Riders. I had not ridden a motorcycle
Fair by Simon & Garfunkel always
since college. And the one I had back then
The
Roller
Riders
reminds me of Bill… I recall the song
were
formally
organized
by
released while in my early years at AMA
Continued on next page
Bill Scarborough, Mark Femrite and Lewie Kennett.
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Continued from previous page
was a small Yamaha that was my only mode of transportation. Bill stated
he could arrange for me to get a loaner (offering Henry Femrite’s second
bike.) I had never ridden a Harley before. While I was fascinated about
the possibility, I respectfully declined even under alcoholic influence. So,
they invited another AMA graduate who totaled Henry’s bike during the
ride. Bill and I kept in touch and he offered to sell me his bike that he had
revitalized and painted. He said at the time that he only wanted to sell it
to someone he knew. After much discussion with my wife, I did indeed
buy his bike. I have not stopped riding ever since. Now every time I ride, I
think of Bill. Since the time I bought his bike and the rides I took with the
Roller Riders, motorcycle riding has become my outlet to just get away. Bill
and I developed a close relationship. I came to know Bill as a sensitive guy.
His personal relationships were hard to understand. He was also a very
stubborn guy. However, he and I had a great relationship. His loyalty and
friendship has meant a lot to me and he will be sorely missed.
~ Bruce Orenstein, ‘69
Billy and go back to maybe eighth grade,
his first year my fifth. Anyway as children
and all of us boys at AMA, we picked on
each other. Me being short, small, pudgy.
Billy big eyed buck toothed, never did he
grow into those choppers. But he withstood
all the barbs and dealt them in return with
style. Billy was my great friend. One of my
close brothers. We both were woven by Mrs.
Davis and Oscar, lived with Harry “Dirt”
Rubens, and the Johns, West, Walcott,
Williamson. Tutored, tortured, Blaine, and
Jorge, Ray Ray, Larry, etal. Billy was the
most knowledgeable person I knew, and my
knowledge of this subject is very limited,
about motor bikes and motors. Never saw
that or knew of his skill and passion fishing.
Although we shared many junior barracks
and big barracks stuff. I’m sorry he left
before we could go fishing. One day in the
future we’ll get that chance. Good bye my
brother, comrade, friend, team mate. I love
you, Bill!		
~ Nicky Syropoulus, ‘69

This paver brick will soon be
displayed at the museum thanks
to an effort led by Mike Kidd.

The LAST
AMA
Cavalry

2005 RR Ride....at the entrance to the Tail
of the Dragon in Deal’s Gap, NC

Bill would often map out each
ride. Above is the map of the
famous 2005 Tail of The Dragon
ride.

left: one of Bill’s t-shirt designs. Look closely and
you can see the crossed rifles on the sleeves.
below: a typical group photo taken on Sunday
morning before the Riders left campus for their trip
that year.

Many thanks to Jorge
Rovirosa,
‘70,
for
writing the introduction,
and gathering these
memories from a few of
Bill’s many friends.
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My Story

Bill Scarborough and the Roller Riders
By Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70

Early on the morning of March 31st
during my self “exile” in the Florida
Keys avoiding the “Corona” I received
the sad news that my old friend Bill
Scarborough ’69 had passed the
previous evening and was on his last
ride home to his maker. Bill
had been fighting prostate
cancer for a few years
and although he fought
hard it finally got
him. I think, and I
am certain many
of you who knew
him would agree,
that what hurt him
the most about his
predicament was his
inability to do what
he loved best……. ride
his Harley-Davidson Road
King.
Soon after getting the news and
notifying many of his old friends I
sat back to reflect on how and when
I met Bill for the first time. Bill and
I were AMA in the fall of 1966 (his
first year) and were members of E
Company under the command of
Jack Campbell ’67. John McCutchen
’68 was his Platoon Leader and Mac
McInnis ’68 was his Platoon Sargent
and Andy Anastasia ’68 served as Co.
First Sargent.
Bill was a friendly and very talkative
guy who reminded me of the cartoon
character “Rocky the Flying Squirrel”
due his two front teeth (buck teeth).
In fact I knew him as Squirrel
Scarborough! We spent a lot of time
together that year as he was really
focused on learning the ropes in this
new environment.
Although we were friends from those
early years at AMA we really became
closer long after our graduation thru
our attendance at Reunions. I was

always impressed with his tales of
riding motorcycles and the adventures
he experienced. I have to admit that
back then I had a fear of riding and
the big heavy Harley bikes, as all I ever
heard was how dangerous they were.
Well, with Bill’s
encouragement I
decided that riding
a motorcycle was
a fear I needed to
conquer. I spent
many hours on
the phone with
Bill, he in York,
Pa and I in Miami
asking a multitude
of questions about
biking and how to get
into it.
His best advice was for me
to take a Motorcycle Riding
Course with a Harley dealership
which I did in the late spring of 2004.
I phoned him after each of the classes
and shared what I learned and asked
many questions which he answered in
detail adding what his own experience
had taught him.
After passing the course and getting
a few weeks’ experience renting and
riding, I proudly phoned Bill and
announced I would be joining the next
Roller Riders ride after R2005.
The Roller Riders were named in
honor of our school’s founder Charles
S. Roller and were formed by Bill
Scarborough ‘69, Mark Fermrite ’72
and Lewie Kennett ’71 in the late
90’s as per RR Historian and rider
extraordinaire Rick Smail ’67.
In fact, Rick, who kindly helped me
gather information for this article told
me that the first ever story written
about the Roller Riders appeared in
BAYONET summer 2001 and it seems
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that the group had already been riding
for a couple of years.
Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70 on his first ride,
Tail of the Dragon, 2005

Fast track to fall 2004. After
graduating from riding class and
getting a few weeks of weekend
riding I thought I was ready for the
Roller Riders ... but no ... Bill insisted
that I needed more than a few rides
under my belt before I could safely
participate in a Roller Riders ride. and
so I took delivery of my new 05 Harley
Heritage Softail on Christmas Day
2005 and thereafter rode, and rode,
and rode some more practicing as
much as possible before the scheduled
2005 ride.
Immediately after Reunion 2005, I
joined fellow AMA brothers Tom
Forrer ‘67; Brett Thompson ‘75;
Bruce Orenstein ‘69; Bob Walker ‘75;
Gordon (Senator) Metz ‘68; Garry
Granger ’71; Tom del Valle ’73; Steve
Bailey ’67; Mike “toolman” Kidd ’72;
Mark (Henry) Femrite ’72; Louie
(Lew Dog) Kennett ’72; Rick Smail
’67, and our “Benevolent Dictator”
leader, Bill Scarborough ’69.
Since I was the real newbie rider,
Bill assigned Rick and Tom, the two
best riders in the group, to take turns
watching over me. I would need
three or four pages to retell of that
wonderful adventure on two wheels.
All the practice in flat straight Florida
roads did very little to prepare me for
this Roller Rider adventure traveling
thru curvy mountain country roads,
and specially our trips destination….
the infamous 318 tight turns on the 11
miles of the Tail of the Dragon (US 129
Deal’s Gap, NC)!
[See map on previous age]

Continued on next page

Continued from previous page
After arriving at Deal’s Gap entrance to the Dragon there was
some serious discussions as to whether or not me, the newbie
rookie, and some of the others would be safe on this extremely
dangerous part of the ride. Both Bill and Rick huddled and
decided that Rick would lead and I would follow and everyone
else would give us a few minutes’ head start.
Rick gave me final instructions and advised me not to look down
but look into the turns and roll into the them. I figured if I just
follow Rick and do exactly as he did I would be fine.
So with my heart pumping fast and sweaty hands I followed Rick
into what turned out to be a momentous adrenaline-charged
motorcycle riding experience.
The ride went real fast and I never got off second gear. Before I
knew it we were finished and pulled over at an overlook to wait
for the rest of our brothers. Needless to say we were euphoric at
safely conquering the Dragon and took lots of celebratory group
pictures.
We then continued on to nearby Waynesville, Tenn. for a needed
rest stop and where the guys “pinned me with the H-D Wings”
and welcomed me as an old cadet Roller Rider.

Tail of the Dragon group photo. l to r, front row: Bob Walker,
‘75, Tom Del Valle, ‘73, Lewie Kennett, ‘72, Bill Scarborough,
‘69. Middle Row: Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70, Garry Granger,
‘71, Mike Miff, ‘72, Steve Bailey, ‘67, Henry Femrite, ‘72.
Back row: Gordon Metz, ‘68, Brett Thompson, ‘75, Bruce
Orenstein, ‘69, Tommy Forrer, ‘67, Rick Smail, ‘67.

As Gordon and I could not make the entire planed ride we broke
off from the group who continued thru Tenn. and Ky., and the
two of us had a wonderful two-day ride to Martinsville , VA and
then on to Fort Defiance where I loaded my bike on a trailer and
returned to Florida.

would have never enjoyed the sport of motorcycling and certainly
missed some quality time with my AMA brothers not only
enjoying a wonderful experience but also bonding with guys from
different AMA years.

It goes without saying that had it not been for Bill Scarborough, I

Thank you Bill

Bill loved designing and creating Roller Riders accessories.
He created the Roller Riders challenge coin (top-left), t-shirt
designs (left), and above, a cover for a motor

The Roller Riders - The last Cavalry
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In Rembrance of

Nicholas M. Marien, ‘68
Submitted by Luis Marien, ‘73

Nicholas Marien was born on November
9th, 1949, to parents Nicholas Marien and
Luisa Plumey Marien. Nicholas, Nicky as
we liked to call him, grew up in the Bronx
of New York City. He attended AMA from
1966 and graduated in 1968 as 2nd Lt. of
"C" Company. Nicky is my brother, 5 years
my senior. I, Luis Marien, attend AMA in
1971 and graduated in 1973. I looked up
to Nick and that's one of the reasons why
I asked our parents if they could afford it,
to please send me to AMA.
Nick went to be with our Lord Jesus on Sunday, April 1st,
1996, at 10:55 AM after receiving Jesus as his Lord and Savior
and losing his fight with Agent Orange from Vietnam. Nick
was never one to fight but he did what his country asked him
to do.
I wanted to share this so that those who attended AMA with
Nick, like Gordon R. Metz, ‘68, may know what happened to
Nick after graduating from AMA.
He went to the University of Richmond for a short time until
being drafted and sent to Vietnam where he contracted
Agent Orange.
Nicky married Zaida and they had one child, Janina. Nick
returned to NY and lived in Harrison until his passing on in
the NY VA Hospital. I asked my sister Angela and my nephew
Anthony to share some thoughts on Nicky.
Nick’s sister Angela wrote: “Nick was a very special person on
this earth. Me loved everyone with a passion that is rarely seen.
His kindness, generosity, patience, and love could be seen in all
he did. I was a working mom with two kids and household to run.
My brother Nick would come every Saturday morning to take
my 2 children and his daughter out for the day. He took them
to games, movies, museums, skating, and other fun activities
for them. The love and patience he had with the children was
incredible. My children adored him and so did we. Our loss was
great. But knowing that he is with our Lord makes the loss a bit
easier. We will always love him and miss him. I know someday I
will be able to see him again.”
Nick’s nephew Anthony wrote: “My Uncle Nick was an
important figure in my life for so many reasons As a child, my
father had a very stressful executive job that required him to
work late and travel very often. For that reason and coupled
with his not being born in this country, he was unfamiliar with
most of the things kids enjoyed. My uncle filled that void. It felt
as if I spent every weekend of my childhood with him. He took
us to movies, baseball games. museums, amusement parks and
toy stores. He and I would go fishing as often as the weather
would allow. As l got older, we watched sports together and he
gave me my love of the Yankees, Knicks, and Jets. To this day.
when I watch a game, I think of him and how much he loved his
teams. In many ways he was like a second father to me. I can
honestly say that for the bulk of my life, until me day he passed
away, he was my best friend.”

Larry Nicholson was recently
featured in an article in The Atlantic
Larry Nicholson, ‘75, retired in 2018 after almost four
decades of service and moved to Tennessee to manage
supply-chain logistics in Knoxville.
Nicholson is a vice president at the wholesaler H. T.
Hackney, which has 4,000 employees and serves 20,000
stores from Miami to Detroit.
Two years ago, Lieutenant General Larry Nicholson
was leading a roughly 30,000-strong Marine
Expeditionary Force in Japan that forms part of
America’s post–World War II presence in Asia. At one
point, he commanded
about 20,000 troops in
Afghanistan’s Helmand
province, the most
violent in the country
at the time, to fight the
Taliban.
“My experience in
the military helps
me now beyond the
leadership thing ...
the understanding of
logistics. You know
the old quote [sometimes attributed to Napoleon]:
“Amateurs talk tactics; professionals talk logistics.”
Whether you’re in Afghanistan or Iraq or here at home,
you’re not going to be successful unless that supply chain
is working for you.”
Read the full article here:
https://amp-theatlantic-com.cdn.ampproject.
org/c/s/amp.theatlantic.com/amp/article/608626/
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April 9, 2020
Dear fellow Board members,
First and foremost, I thank each of you for your commitment,
hard work and support you’ve provided me these past two
years. We’ve overcome a few obstacles and kept moving
forward. We’ve stood united, and I appreciate the confidence
you’ve shown for me. I believe we have a talented group who
can accomplish great things for our organization.
As we move forward into another year under new
Chairmanship, we should look back at the events
and successes of our Board these past two years.
Hopefully, we won’t repeat some of the missteps
that have occurred as well.
We kept the museum open and functioning
when we lost our Director [in 2018]. Several
members and non-members stepped up and
pitched in to help us continue operations. It
wasn’t seamless by any means, but we stayed
open, continued to serve our alumni and gained
a valuable employee, who has hired an excellent
team to support our activities there.

We’ve re-written our by-laws, established election rules and
created a sound business plan. These may not seem like much,
but they clarified some grey areas and gave us a basis to move
forward to ensure our legacy and the Academy’s legacy.
When Reunion 2020 was canceled, we stepped up to the plate
and found a way to hold the annual election per our bylaws. We
did it, it worked well and we had excellent participation from
our Alumni.
As an organization, we recognized that we could not continue
with “business as usual” while our circumstances
changed. Our shrinking base was acknowledged,
and we decided to branch out with our efforts to
ensure stability and a future. Change is hard, and
each of us accepted the changes in our way and
moved forward with our efforts.

We’ve had limited success with reaching out to
the local community. Augusta County is fully aware that we
are still on campus, and the museum is still open for business.
Based on comments made by some visitors, many thought we
had closed.

We have a unique blend of personalities, skills
and life experiences. We owe it to ourselves and
our fellow alumni to use our talents to the best
of our ability to keep our little organization alive
and thriving for as long as possible. The goal of
creating an endowment is a lofty one but is also
a realistic one. While working toward this goal,
we also need to ensure that the groundwork is
in place with a complete understanding of what must be done
to professionally, ethically and legally close our museum when
the time comes. I believe these two goals should go hand in
hand.

The exterior of the museum was repainted in the fall of 2018.
Thanks to many of you, most of the cost was covered by
contributions from the Board. The painting was overdue and
hopefully will last a few years before we have to address this
issue again.

Again, thank you for your support and confidence in me.

Thanks to Henry Femrite’s generous Roller Society gift, we had
the money to purchase a new sign for the museum. The new
sign was something several of us had wanted to erect for quite
some time.
We had two events scheduled to take place on campus, but
neither took place due to circumstances beyond our control.
The good news is there are people and organizations out there
thinking about us!
We “took back” the annual VMI New Market March by becoming
involved and hosting the Keydets again. The last two years
have been a success, and we’ve received local media coverage
of the event.

My hope is the new Board, new Directors and the new Chairman
share this vision and will continue to move forward on both
goals. I’m confident we’ll keep moving forward and always find
creative solutions to the problems that present themselves.

Respectfully,
Ed Rogerville ,‘76
Chairman AMAAF
[ Editor’s note: Chairman Ed Rogerville chose to step down from
his position as the Foundation Chairman this year. He sent out
this message to the board members prior to the election of
new officers. Ed remains on the board as a director.]

The election of the 2020-2021 Alumni Association Board of Directors
Ed Click resigned from the board shortly after the new year, and his seat was filled by Larry Nicholson, ‘75.
Because we could not hold our annual meeting in April, a special provision was added to the bylaws allowing
for electronic election of officers. Over 820 ballots were emailed to our email mailing list and we received 133
returned ballots with all nominees receiving over 90% approval votes. Steve Traylor had opted to not remain on
the board. Garry Granger, ‘71, was elected to fill that vacant seat. And finally, Brett Thompson submitted his resignation from the board effective immediately after the election. His seat was filled by Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70. The
new roster of the Foundation’s Board of Directors can be seen on the next page.
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AUGUSTA MILITARY ACADEMY
ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC.
P.O. Box 100, Fort Defiance, VA 24437
museum@AMAalumni.org * www.AMAalumni.org * 540-248-3007

Board of Directors: 2020-2021
Chairman
DOUG PENNOCK ‘72 - 2021
787-249-3470 - cell
dpennock2002@yahoo.com

Member
LARRY D. NICHOLSON ’75 - 2022
703-258-9081 - cell
nicholsonld@yahoo.com

Vice Chairman
TOM DEL VALLE ‘73 - 2020
682-429-9753 - home/cell
tomdelvalle85@gmail.com

Member
ED ROGERVILLE ’76 - 2021
434-294-4991 - cell
erogerville@hotmail.com

Secretary
JOHN ARTHUR ’75 - 2022
757-650-6309 - cell
john.arthur5@cox.net

Member
GARY R. MORRISON, FMS 1981 - 2022
540-470-0283 - cell
gmorrison@newdayusa.com

Treasurer
GARY CRIPPS ’71 - 2021
302-381-9234 - cell
garycrippsmail@gmail.com

Member
STEPHEN G. TRENT, ’70 Ex-officio: A.A. President
757-399-4438 - work
trent@mindspring.com

Chaplain
GORDON R. METZ ’68 - 2022
276-340-4837 - cell
gordonmetz@gmail.com

Non-voting Member, Investment Advisor
CHUCK WILLIAMS
888-495-8564 (work)
charles.williams@raymondjames.com

Member
FRANK WILLIAMSON ’60 - 2020
804-839-0550 - cell
franksfuntours@aol.com

Non-voting Member, Legacy Scholarship Judge
DR. MARY DECREDICO
decredic@usna.edu

Member
B.J. d’ORSAY ‘70 - 2021
806-790-7092 - cell
bj.dorsay@gmail.com

Museum Administrator
NEIL FITZGERALD
1640 Lee Highway
Fort Defiance, VA 24437
540-248-3007 - office
540-248-4533 - fax
Museum@AMAalumni.org

Member
JORGE ROVIROSA ’70 - 2023
305-373-4765 Ext 1403 - office
jorge@farovi.com
Member
GARRY GRANGER ’71 - 2023
972-877-4378 - cell
garrygbd@gmail.com

Staff

Collections Curator
RICH VANBREEMAN
amacurator@gmail.com
Volunteer Coordinator
CHRISTOPHER CORREA
volunteer@AMAalumni.org
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AMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION BOARD of DIRECTORS
Active Working Committees (as of April 30, 2020)
The following working committees were established by Chairman Pennock soon after assuming
the role of Chairman of the AMA Alumni Foundation. All have begun working towards their
goals. Expect to see progress reports in upcoming issues of the Bayonet.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

ELECTION COMMITTEE
Identify and vet candidates for the 2021 Foundation “Directors” position. Organize and follow through with the
Director election process.

Oversee and support all committees
Douglas Pennock * (Chairman)
Tom Del Valle (Vice-Chairman)
John Arthur (Secretary)
Gary Cripps (Treasurer)

John Arthur - Chair
Frank Williamson
Gordon Metz
PUBLIC RELATIONS (PR) COMMITTEE
Responsible to market and create a positive awareness
for Museum to Alumni, local and national community
members and the Pentecostal Church.

REUNION SUPPORT COMMITTEE

Guide and support the AMA Association with R-2021
Jorge Rovirosa - Chair
Garry Granger
Steve Trent
Don Studer **

FINANCIAL COMMITTEE
Prepare annual budget and oversee all financial matters

MUSEUM UP-KEEP COMMITTEE
Responsible for the permanent short, medium- and longterm maintenance of the Museum physical plant (interior
and exterior). Communicate capital and budget needs
the Financial Committee in a timely manner. Support and
guide Rich with museum exhibits, re: content and placement in the house. Identify volunteer docents.

Gary Cripps - Chair
Jorge Rovirosa
SPORTS HALL OF FAME SELECTION COMMITTEE
Identify and select AMASHOF candidates for R-2021
John Arthur - Chair
Tom Del Valle

Gordon Metz - Chair
Rich VanBreemen **
Brett Thompson **
Don Studer **

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Identify, foster and ask for donations and grants
Gary Morrison - Chair
Ed Rogerville
Tom Del Valle
Warren Fleming **
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE (“AWOL” Cadets)
Search, identify and engage “lost” Alumni. If deemed
appropriate, will refer “found” Alumni to the Fundraising
Committee.
Larry Nicholson - Chair
Frank Williamson
Jim Belcher, Jr. **
Chris Correa **

Garry Granger - Chair
B.J. d’Orsay
Steve Trent
Neil Fitzgerald **

PX / Gift Shoppe
Oversee and track inventory purchase, content and sales.
Will maintain a up to date physical inventory of all stock.
Physical inventory will be performed at a quarterly basis.
Will work closely with the Financial Committee and the
Chairman.
Gary Cripps - Chair
Neil Fitzgerald **
Jim Atchison **

Note 1: * Ex officio member of all committees
Note 2: ** Non-Board member
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AMA PX/Gift Shoppe
Great gifts are available NOW online at our online PX/Gift Shoppe.

AMA Coffee Mug - $4.99

Roller Rifle Cigar Tray with Coin - $45

AMA Wood Cutting Board - 17.5” x 6.5” - $59.99

Photo Frame

AMA Virginia Diner Peanuts
18 oz. - $11.50
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1014 Pieces Puzzle - $39.99

Koozies - $1.99 each

AMA Glass Tumblers (2) - $26.99

AMA 30oz Blue Tumbler - $24.00

AMA Wine Glasses (2) - $28.99

These and many more items can be seen and ordered directly by going to
shop.AMAalumni.org or calling the museum at 540-248-3007

Mounted Coins 8.5” x 6.4” - $24.99

AMA 10oz Chrome Tumbler - $10
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AMA “Old Fashioned” Glasses (2)
- $25.99

1932 - 1941
The First Cavalry
It's been 80 years since the grounds of AMA have
heard the pounding beat of a cavalry thrilling the
crowds gathered for a Sunday parade or Finals
ceremony. AMA mounted cadets demonstrated their
horsemanship after many hours of instruction and
practice at the hands of Charles S. Roller, III.
Beginning with just ten horses in 1932, the AMA
Cavalry unit grew steadily until it was disbanded in
1940. Lieutenant Charles S. Roller III organized and
led the unit until his death in 1938.

boys learned all the things that went into being a good
cavalryman: care of animals, equipment, the ability to
judge horses and all phases of equination.
The cavalry unit cadets regularly took part in weekly
parades. "At Garrison Review it is truly a great sight to
see our Cavalry attached to the Infantry Unit executing
the drill in a manner that speaks of perfect training and
displays excellent horsemanship in boys of their age."

They also frequently rode with members of The
Glenmore Hunt Club in Staunton. During athletic
His father, Charles S. Roller, Jr., had been a horsemen events, many of the cadets acted as mounted guards
most of his life, having been actively involved in the and won the admiration of visitors with their courtesy
Glenmore Hunt Club since it was formed in 1930 and and manliness.
continuing throughout his lifetime.
[See The Bayonet, Winter 2001
edition, pages 20 and 22]
His love of horses rubbed off on his
son, Charles III.
The cavalry unit became an active
part of the AMA life in 1932. It
would never have started had it not
been for Mr. Hyram Oliver Lyne,
who paid his son Oliver's tuition
by giving AMA a good number of
horses.
By 1935 there were thirty horses
1940 Cavalry Formation in front of the Gym. From the RECALL
(eighteen were thoroughbreds) and
fifty cadets in the unit. Drill practice occurred during During finals week, an entire morning was given to a
the regular drill period, and the boys had to alternate horse show for the visitors and to determine the best
days, since there were more boys than horses. The horsemen and horses of the year. The unit gave fine
exhibitions of horsemanship and
jumping. And then they would
appear in a sham battle as a cavalry
troop rather than their companies,
adding color and dash to this
spectacle.

The field west of the barracks was often used by the cavalry
unit as seen in this 1937 RECALL photograph.
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The unit would usually go on an
overnight hike once a year, riding for
several hours, camping for the night,
and then returning the next day.
Continued on next page

Continued from previous page
After the passing of Charles III, Captain Creel took command
of the unit. Captain Creel had many years of experience riding
with the United States Cavalry.
A.L. Richtmyer,k ‘34, shared his memories of the Unit:
"An important event for the school was when Charley, the Major’s
son, started the Cavalry Unit operation sometime in 1933, I believe
it was. Many of the horses at that time came from Oliver Lyne’s
father’s farm.
We taught cadets how to ride, how to jump horses blindfolded, and
then taught them to shoot the 1911 pistols from a moving horse,
even galloping. Luckily, we only had one mount run away with the
rider.
The 1934 Graduation Parade included the Cavalry, with the Major,
the Colonel and the Cadet Adjutant — a very spectacular affair."
Above right: A saddle used by Cadet Benjamin Carlisle, ‘34, was purchased
on Ebay by a Gary W. Marker. The brass plate was subsequenbtly
purchased by Jerry Wildman, ‘57. It was believed that the brass-riveted ID
tags essentially tell the entire tale of how things were. “I think that saddles
and tack for the cavalry unit were provided to each of the members of the
unit, chosen for appropriate sizes, and that not only was the rider given
ID’d equipment but the particular horse the member mounted was used by
that rider each time they functioned AND the horse’s name was also placed
on the brass ID tag; i.e., “Battalion Galloper”. Ben Carlisle was “Cadet
Corporal Carlisle” and his mount for that particular
year of cavalry
duty was “Battalion Galloper.”

Even though the AMA Cavalry Unit had been officially disbanded, Roller
still rode his horse during special occasions, such as this parade in
Harrisonburg, accompanied by two cadet officers.

Has this article piqued your interest? On your next
trip to the museum, check out the complete Cavalry
exhibit. It contains much more history and photos.

Mark “Henry” Femrite, ‘72, was one of the last riders on the AMA
campus during the 2012 reunion exhibition by
Longstreet’s Corps / 28th VA Co. C

The Bayonet 25

Paver Order Form
Options:
4” x 8” ~ 3 lines of 20 characters each - $50
8” x 8” ~ 6 lines of 20 characters each - $100
8” x 8” ~ 3-6 lines of 20 characters plus graphic - $225
*number of lines depends on size of graphic
Left: example of 8 x 8 with graphic and three lines of text.

Fill in the blanks below. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY! Only one paver per
order form. Print additional copies for additional pavers. When you buy a
paver, you SUPPORT AMA’S ALUMNI FOUNDATION.
Your Name : ___________________________________________________________ Class, if any: _______
Address: ___________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________________
Phone: (_____) ______ - _______ Email: ______________________________________________________
WHAT SIZE PAVER DO YOU WANT? ____ 4” x 8” - $50
____ 8” x 8” - $100

Punctuation marks and
spaces count as characters!

____ 8” x 8” with _________________ graphic - $225
graphic at ____ top or ____ bottom

* contact museum for custom size and placement of graphic, additional charges may apply

Please PRINT below what you want on your engraved brick:
Line 1: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
Line 2: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
Line 3: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
Line 4: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
Line 5: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
Line 6: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
Mail form to: AMA Museum, PO BOX 100, FORT DEFIANCE, VA 24437
Include check or money order made payable to AMA Alumni Foundation
OR call the museum at (540) 248-3007 with your credit card information
OR email form to museum@AMAalumni.org, then call with payment information
OR call the museum to place your paver order over the phone.

BAND
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ROLLER RIDERS

AMA
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ROLLER RIFLES

Paver Bricks at the Museum
Museum Curator, Rich VanBreemen, has embarked
on the ambitious project of properly cataloging the
nearly 800 engraved paver bricks placed at the front
of the museum.
His goal is to create a searchable database where
each brick can be located (see map right) and
viewed by visitors based on the inscription on the
brick the location block of the brick, or who actually
purchased the brick.
Each brick will also be photographed so the bricks
can be viewed based on any of these criteria on our
web page.
About 10 years ago, B.J. d’Orsay photographed
the bricks that existed then and they are currently
viewable on our website, but the location and the
name of the purchaser are not part of his list.
https://amaalumni.org/paver-bricks/

Ian McKnight, ‘72

Oral History

The history of AMA is embodied in the memories of it’s cadets.
Bob Gugenheimer, ’43, began collecting these memories in 2001.
We gratefully acknowledge his efforts, and continue to gather stories.

https://amaalumni.org/oral-history/#by-name

I was in the class of '72 and enjoyed
simulator training, as well all the
every minute of the experience. I
less lethal tools that they carry in
recently received all the letters I had
order to protect the community.
written to my mother while at AMA as
I'm honored with the trust and faith
well as my report cards. I was pleased
the Sheriff has given me to do my
to see that Col. Livick had written to
part to make sure our deputies are
my mother to let her know that I had
able to safely do their job. I owe my
been selected "best cadet" five out
integrity, honor, sense of duty and
of the six times I was asked by my
commitment to the AMA teachers,
Company "B" to "compete" against
officers, coaches and cadet officers.
all the other companies. I remember
My gratitude to them all.
Ian McKnight, ‘72
being scared to death but put on my
I will not be able to make the reunion
warrior face and stepped up. My time at
AMA was a memorable one and I learned a lot and this year due to all the turmoil that has gripped the
the experience paved the way to help me land my country. I hope to make it next year while I am still
healthy and active and able.
dream position in life.
I have been blessed with my position with the San Thank you for your work on the Bayonet and I enjoy
Luis Obispo County Sheriff's Office (California) for a reading every time it comes.
number of years and am tasked with training new
and seasoned deputies. I am now in charge of the
firearms training, use of force training, force options

Ian McKnight
"B" Company
'72
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Birthday Wishes
and more
FaceBook guru, Victor Gomez,
‘69, has made it his personal
volunteer project to extend
Birthday wishes to our alumni,
and share striking photos from
RECALLs over the years all via
social media.
Thank you, Victor, for stepping
up to the plate and helping
keep our memories alive!
His posts have prompted a
great deal of discussion and
memories in the comments for
each of his posts.

AMA Class Rings
An Augusta Military Academy Class Ring captures the memories of your great
days at AMA. If you have lost your ring or if you never had one, now is the time
to order an official AMA Class Ring.
A specially designed ring for AMA available only to AMA alumni. On one side
is the eagle, crossed swords, crossed rifles and the date 1865. On the other side
is AMA’s motto, Ad Astra per Aspera.
Jostens is the official supplier of the AMA Class Ring! Jostens offers a LIFETIME
LIMITED WARRANTY. Plus a FREE RING PROTECTION PLAN!
IT IS EASY TO ORDER!
You need only a $50 deposit to order. Call Jostens at 1/800-JOSTENS
(567-8367) and talk to a Jostens representative. All rings have a $7.99 handling
charge plus the sales tax for the state where your ring will ship. You will receive
an invoice in the mail showing your balance due.

FaceBook if a wonderful way for
us to keep in touch. If you’re not
on board, join up today!

As I sit here preparing my
Association President’s letter on
Memorial Day, I think how solemn
this day is. It was first observed on
May 20, 1868 to commemorate
the sacrifice of Civil War soldiers,
by proclamation of General John
A. Logan of the Grand Army of
the Republic, an organization of
former Union sailors and soldiers.
The day was originally known as
Decoration Day to honor Union and
Confederate dead. It wasn’t until
after WWII that the holiday gained
a strong following and national
identity. This year in particular I
think about our alumni who served
and have passed both in actual war
as well as the war with time. We
should say a prayer of thanks for all
who served to preserve this country
that has gone before us.
~ Steve Trent, ‘70
May 25, 2020

AUGUSTA MILITARY ACADEMY
ALUMNI PRICING
Men’s 10K Gold, white or yellow...................................................$790
Men’s Solans Elite............................................................................$600
Men’s Silver Elite..............................................................................$420
Men’s SunCast..................................................................................$355
Men’s White Lustrium.....................................................................$265
Name inside ring............................................................... INCLUDED
THESE PRICES FOR THE OFFICIAL AMA ALUMNI RING
OFFERED EXCLUSIVELY BY JOSTENS
*Jostens reserves the right to modify prices based on the fluctuation in precious metals prices

Thanks to Ed Rogerville, ‘76, for making these arrangements!
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end, the game of golf remained a great
obsession. He was a champion golfer
at both the Cavalier Golf and Yacht
Club as well as the Boca West Country
Club in Boca Raton, Florida.

Please report deaths of
AMA Alumni,
Faculty and Friends to the
AMA Museum
P. O. Box 101
Fort Defiance, VA 24437
540-248-3007
Museum@AMAalumni.org
Jack Burt Jacobson, ‘49
Jack Burt Jacobson
,
90, of Virginia Beach
passed
away
peacefully at home
on April 18th, 2020.
Jack
was
born
September
19th,
1929, in Portsmouth,
Virginia, to the late
Ben and Rose Jacobson. He was
the youngest of four siblings, all of
blessed memory: Buddy Jacobson,
Evelyn Salasky, and Fred Jacobson.
Jack graduated from Augusta Military
Academy and served in the Coast
Guard. He then joined his brothers
in the family business, Portsmouth
Salvage Company. Together, the three
brothers enlarged the business which
later became Jacobson Metal, located
at Money Point in South Norfolk,
one of the largest scrap yards in the
Southeast.
Jack retired from the scrap yard to form
his own real estate company, Jacobson
Construction. He developed, among
other things, The Virginia Village on
General Booth Blvd. in Virginia Beach
as well as investing in apartments and
shopping centers. Jack was a true
Renaissance man passionate about
golf, reading and collecting Handel and
Tiffany lamps, pottery, and art. To the

Known to many as Jackie, he could
light up a room with his good looks,
ready smile and funny jokes. He
was warm and loving to his only two
granddaughters, whom he happily
spoiled. He could never stop talking
about his four daughters, whom he
referred to as his four billy goats who
liked to eat up all his “green.” He was
devoted to the State of Israel, a place
he visited many times, and supported
Jewish causes by giving generously to
the United Jewish Federation.
Jack was blessed to have the devotion
of his wife Suzanne, who, for 64 years,
put her husband first. Her love for him
was especially evident in his last years
when illness had weakened him and
she never left his side. It was a beautiful
and common sight to see Suzanne
feeding and fussing over Jack at their
favorite restaurants around town.
All in all, Jack was a lucky man in
almost every aspect of his life. He was
blessed with a devoted wife, four loving
daughters and their loyal spouses, two
loving granddaughters, a successful
business life and lifelong friends such
as Marty Brehne, Marvin Resnick,
Charles Goldman, Norman Olitsky, and
Billy Beard.

Donald Radford, ‘57
Donald Radford, 80, of
Geneva, New York,
passed away on
Friday, June 21, 2019
peacefully at home
surrounded by his
family.
Don was born on April
10, 1939 in Roanoke, Virginia the son
of the late Hannon Radford and Della
Baldwin Brady. Don attended Augusta
Military Academy and served in the
U.S. Army Reserves for six years. He
so enjoyed his over 40 year career in
sales at Goulds Pumps in Seneca Falls.
Don loved being a salesman. Every
customer became a friend and every
opportunity for a sale was a challenge
he relished.
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Don married the former Frances Irvin
in 1959 and together they had four
wonderful daughters, who were a
great source of love and pride. In 1999
he married B.J. Radford and lovingly
took two more children into his life. His
children, son-in-laws, grandchildren
and great grandchildren he considered
to be the most important things in his
life.
Don was a collector of people, a
founding member of the Elite Golf Club
(later renamed the Rad Golf Club),
a regular at the Tim Horton’s coffee
clutch, famous for giving away golf
balls and golf shirts, lived in the best
neighborhood in Geneva (surrounded
by the best neighbors), a lover of
Syracuse sports and the Yankees, a
long time member of Seneca Lake
Country Club and later Wayne Hills
Country Club. He was a one-of-a-kind
gentlemen. Always kind, generous,
funny and always there for everyone.
Don suffered through a long battle
with Lewy Body Dementia, never
complaining or giving in, and fought
hard until the end. Many people
assisted him in this fight, through
friendship, support, care and love. Your
involvement made a big difference and
is much appreciated.
“Don so loved AMA and credited it with
turning his life around.“

Palmer BARTON Weeks (58)
Palmer Weeks, Sr., 79
of
Orange
City,
Florida passed away
on Thursday, January
16, 2020. He was
born on March 11,
1940
in
St.
Petersburg, Florida to
Palmer
Dalzell
Weeks and Virginia Barton Bannester.
He was the Owner of a Floor Refinishing
business. He will be greatly missed by
his family and friends.
Palmer attended AMA for two years
and excelled in wrestling, and also
played football and Lacrosse. He was
a member of the Cotillion Club both
years. “Quiet and rather studious, Bart
kept to himself quite a bit, but there is
no one who has any more respect than
he has.” ~ 1959 RECALL

John Einstein lll, ‘63
John Einstein passed
away on March 5,
2020 in Huntington
WV. John was a man
of great wit and
strong
views,
f r e q u e n t l y
expressed. He was
a gourmet cook, a
creator of spreadsheets, a staunch
Democrat, and a top-notch raconteur.
John attended Augusta Military
Academy and Belmont Abbey College.
He worked primarily in coal-related
businesses. In his memory, please
vote.
*Ad Astra Per Aspera* ... to the stars
through adversity.
John was an active and successful
three-year cadet at AMA, rising to the
rank of Captain. He played football
and ran track. John was a Member
of the Roller Rifles, and served as
sports editor on the RECALL. He was
in the Cotillion Club and on the Honor
Committee his final year.

Gregory Paul, ‘67
Gregory Paul passed
away Saturday, April
18th, 2020. Greg
attended AMA in
1966 with his twin
brother, Gary Paul.
He left the Academy
after that year as
Gary went on to
graduate in 1968.

Nicholas M. Marien, ‘68
Nick went to be with
our Lord Jesus on
Sunday, April 1st,
1996, at 10:55 AM after
receiving Jesus as his
Lord and Savior and
losing his fight with
Agent Orange from
Vietnam.
Nicholas spent three years at AMA,
where he was active in Fencing, Track,
and wrestling. He was on the Privilege
list all three years, and was on the

Roller Rifles his third year.
See a memorial to Nicholas on page 18

Bill Scarborough, ‘69
William Scarborough
68, of Augusta, WV
passed away on
Monday, March 30,
2020
at
his
residence.

,

Born on October 19,
1951 in York, PA, he
was the son of the late Francis L. and
Ruth Scarborough.
William was Branch Manager of a
bearing manufacturing business. He
was a Navy veteran, had a passion
for motorcycles, and loved to fish
and play golf. He was very proud to
be a graduate of the Augusta Military
Academy in Fort Defiance, VA.

The marker for Charles Summerville Roller
in the Old Stone Church cemetery, site of our
annual Founders Day ceremony

See tribute to Bill on page 14.

Ricardo Samperio ‘75
Ricardo
Samperio
passed away at the
age
of
59
in
Guatemala
City.
Ricardo is survived
by his daughters:
Cristina, Isabel and
Gabriela. His sister
Begona
Samperio
(lives in Guatemala City) and his
brother Jose Samperio (lives in
Charleston, SC).

From Bruce Orenstein’s
2010 Roller Rider’s jacket Hoover’s Hooligans

He was a widower, his wife died of
cancer in 2002. Ricardo was a pilot.
He had not worked for the last 10 years
due to MS Bilateral (congenital). His
brother Mario Samperio died of the
same disease at the age of 50 in 2014.
He had a sudden heart attack on April
5th at his home in Guatemala City.

Nick Marien on the cannon in front of barracks
30 Summer 2020

Gary Paul’s heartbreaking
loss of his brother, Greg.

Multi-generational Alumni
Memories shared by Peyton Lea, ‘65
I come from a 2nd generation of AMA
graduates as my Dad graduated in 1929
and from VMI in 1933. He died when I
was 6 years old so me going to AMA was
always expected.
My rat year was the fall of 1959 and I
graduated in 1965. I saw and experienced
a lot during that time.
We had an old coal burning system
for heating and hot water, so instead
Joseph Lea, ‘29
of marching tours we had what was
known as coal. You had 10 coal or 20 coal depending upon the
infraction. A coal was a wheel barrel full of coal that you would
have to shovel into the wheelbarrow and walk up a ramp in the
coal room and throw it into the furnace. This system was later
discarded around the year 1963.
During this time eating in the mess hall was a very strict and
rigid expectation. We had what was known as square meals
where you sat on 2 inches of the chair and ate a square meal for
various disciplinary reasons.

“This picture of us was taken in November 1966 - our first year at
Augusta. That’s Greg on the right.
I want to express my heartfelt thanks to all my AMA brothers who
expressed their condolences for my twin brother Gregory who
passed away a week ago today. I will be bringing him home to our
childhood home on the lake in Western New York. From the age of
10 through our teens, Greg and I spent our summers swimming,
water skiing and have always shared such great memories of our
time there. He will find peace there. God bless you all.”
~ Gary Paul, ‘68

By the time I graduated in 1965 these AMA traditions had long
gone by the wayside. AMA was truly a rigid military academy
very much like VMI or West Point.
New cadets were not allowed in the courtyard or on the steps
without being in a full brace position, i.e. chin tucked in and
arms pulled back and bent at the elbow. When I was in Law
School in the 70’s I always wore a long sleeve shirt and tie
to class (not the norm back then) and one day a professor
mentioned to me “why do
you wear a shirt and tie all
the time?” I told him that
a had attended a military
academy from the time I
was 13 to 19 and we wore
shirts and ties every day
and it was instilled in me
to do so.
This is just one of the
things that AMA impressed
upon me, that to always
look your best. To this day
my shoes are always shined
if my shoes are leather
shoes unless I’m wearing
sneaker type shoes.

Peyton Lea, ‘65
These are just some of my
thoughts and memoreies to my fellow cadets as to how AMA
had an impact on me during my formative years.
Nestled among paver bricks, this bronze plaque “Quarles Walk” was
placed in 2010 under the bell in front of the museum
The Bayonet 31

I wish every day I could go back there
and relive those years again!

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. Box 100, Fort Defiance, VA 24437

Over 10,000 photos and pages are archived at our gallery website,
from featured cadets, to scanned RECALLs to reunion photos.
Check it out at https://galleries.amaalumni.org/
The Tower Of Power
was created more
than 20 years ago by
Frank Williamson,
‘60. The box, decorated
to resemble the AMA
barracks tower, contains
a vintage bottle of Virginia
Gentleman bourbon
whiskey to be uncorked
by the last two remaining
AMA alumni. Each year
during reunion, several
bottles are raffled off
with proceeds going to
the Museum’s general
operating fund. Since it’s
inception, the Tower of
Power
raffle has raised
“As promised on conference call last Saturday morning, I am making
in
excess
of $30,000.
headway on the five bottles of Virginia Gentleman Bourbon that I
Law
prohibits
us from
purchased for the “Tower of Power” raffle. Please note the glass is from
auctioning
alcohol
online,
museum opening in 2000. The Northern Neck Ginger Ale company
but
consider
donating
$5
was started by AMA alumnus Arthur Egbert Carver Jr., ‘32.
or
$10
to
the
museum
to
. Well, here’s to AMA in the future
make
up
for
the
loss
from
Franklin Williamson. AMA ‘60
this year’s reunion.
PS: I won the top raffle”

Non-Profit Organization
Postage and Fees Paid
Augusta Military Academy
Alumni Foundation

