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The past few months have seen perhaps
the most improvements to the legacy of
AMA in the last ten or more years. The
museum has been one area that has seen
much improvement recently. The exterior
was completely repaired and repainted.
The interior is being repainted as exhibits
are rearranged. The physical layout of the
GIft Shoppe (formerly the PX) has been
changed and the gift selection has been
dramatically improved.
A new large sign has been placed on the
north side of the front entrance. It is a
whopping 8-ft. by 4-ft. and is painted with
luminescent paint so it is easily seen from
Route 11 at night.
Museum visitor counts and Gift Shoppe
revenues have already seen drastic
increases since the sign was installed.
The Museum collection has
been
completely accessioned into our museum
management software. Our museum is
fully staffed with a full time director and

two part-time employees: one curator and one
volunteer coordinator.
Our summer intern program has been fully
endowed by the generosity of John and Nancy
Botcheller’s gift from John’s great aunt’s estate.
Our reunion this year will be one of the best
ever. Two genuine United States Army heroes
will be our guest speakers as we commemorate
and remember the 75th anniversary of the June
6th invasion of Normandy during World War II.
The Foundation and Association combined
efforts to lay a wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier at Arlington National
Cemetery in November.
A complete full-sized copy of the original
architect’s builder’s blueprints for Big Barracks
has been obtained. The original drawing of the
eagle over the front arch is shown below.
2018 was a good year, and 2019 is shaping up
to be even better.
We appreciate all of our alumni!
AD ASTRA PER ASPERA
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Augusta Military Academy
Alumni Association, Inc.
Dear Brothers and Friends,
I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and New
Year. As all know our 2019 Reunion is just around
the corner. Our theme this year is D-Day the 75th
Anniversary of that momentous event. Our speakers
this year are all Army and they are superb. Many
thanks to Tom Del Valle for arranging the appearance
of CSM Littrell, Medal of Honor Recipient and CW05
Cooper recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross.
Members of both the foundation and the board of
directors have been involved in the negotiation of
prices for room and board for Reunion 2019. The
bottom line is prices are on the rise in the valley due
to it becoming a major tourist attraction as well as a
magnet for some big events. The best rate we arranged
is $93.00 plus tax after looking at multiple locations. I
highly recommend that you sign up for the reunion no
later than 01 March to get the best rate. Additionally,
the cost will increase for Reunion 2020 regardless
where we go for next year. Room rates will be one of
our discussions at our Annual Meeting at the Holiday
Inn Augusta Commons room Saturday morning.
The question will be asked if you agree to move the
reunion to an earlier date for a less expensive rate in
the Staunton area.
You will see a major improvement in both our raffle
and silent auction this year. The chance to walk away
with a win has dramatically increased. There will be

First Class Tickets on American Airlines as well as
coach and the opportunity to bid on Dallas Cowboy
memorabilia. You will have a chance to win a cruise
from Carnival Cruise Lines, win a 45-caliber pistol,
Savage 30-06 rifle, and a beautiful gold-plated AMA
saber just to name a few of the items. Take note that if
you don’t win a saber we will be happy to sell you one
at the museum of AMA.
We will continue to meet at Staunton Country Club
for our Thursday kick-off. Reunion registrations will
be in Augusta Commons all weekend. Our bus tour
this year will be to the D Day Memorial in Bedford,
Virginia. Our Friday Banquet will be held at the
Frontier Culture Museum this year. You can see our
revised schedule on page 6.
In closing, I want to say something regarding the
museum. We continue to need your support in
volunteering as a docent, as well as your monetary
support and the easiest way is to join the 300 club at
$50.00 a month for 10 months. As I have said before if
you are not comfortable at that amount, we will gladly
take $25.00 or $20.00 a month. The bottom line is
every nickel helps. Get involved in both if you have
not done so. If you are involved, you have our thanks
and gratitude.
God Bless You All,
Steve Trent

Our museum is 20 years old this year!
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Augusta Military Academy Alumni Organizational Chart

AMA alumni have two organizations which represent the interests of our school and its matchless legacy.

Augusta Military Academy
Alumni Foundation

Augusta Military Academy
Alumni Association

is governed by a Board of Trustees responsible
for the operation of the AMA Museum,
publication of the newsletter, The Bayonet, and
manage several scholarship programs.

Is governed by a Board of Directors who plan
and execute the annual alumni reunions. The
Association also operates the PX where can be
found many unique-to-AMA items.

Board of Trustees

Board of Directors

Museum

Director

Bayonet

Funded Staff

Scholarships

Volunteers

Reunion

PX

Augusta Military Academy
Alumni Foundation, Inc.
AMA Alumni family and friends,
Thank you for your support of the Foundation and the
museum. Without your support, we wouldn’t be able to
do the things we do. I’d like to remind you that AMA is
unique among the closed military prep schools. We have
a standalone, full time museum that’s fully supported and
funded by our Alumni. Other schools have museums,
but they’re supported by other entities and are not open
on a regular basis. This is something we should all be
proud of! 20 years ago, at Reunion 1999, the dedication
ceremony was held at the museum. We’re still going
strong and this is a testament to the AMA Alumni!
We have a busy schedule on campus this year. Reunion
2019 is right around the corner and several activities are
planned during the weekend. The Alumni Association
has done a great job of planning and setting up this
event.
On August 20th, The Foundation will host an award
breakfast with Greater Augusta Regional Chamber of
Commerce. The event, “Honoring Our Heroes”, will
recognize local law enforcement, EMT’s and Emergency
Responders. This should be an exciting event and I
encourage you to attend. We’ll be posting details later.
As in years past, we’ll be hosting the VMI Keydets on

their march to New Market. We had several Alumni on
campus for this last year. The young Keydets enjoyed their
visit and appreciated the refreshments.
The Foundation is having a new sign installed along US Rt.
11. It will be in place before Reunion Weekend. The sign is
much larger than our current sign and will be easily seen by
motorists traveling in both directions.
In 2013, Helen M. Charleton, established an internship
program at the museum in memory of her late husband,
William Curtis Charleton, AMA 1915. This internship
program will continue to ensure that the museum employs
interns during the summer months to help with the
cataloging of the vast cadet records at AMA. Mrs. Charleton
is John Botcheller’s great aunt. John and Nancy have
donated the balance of the fund, $91,000, to the AMAAF
to continue administering the internship program. With
this generous donation, the program will continue through
the life of the museum! A big heartfelt “thank you” to the
Botcheller’s for this tremendous gift!
I hope to see you all in April!
Ed Rogerville ‘76
Chairman AMAAF
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INVITATION TO THE AMA CLASS OF 1969
AND THE FRIENDS OF ‘69
2019 marks the 50th anniversary of the Augusta Military
Academy graduating class of 1969. It is hard to fathom the idea
that 50 years has passed since we wore our uniforms at AMA.
A number of our class has returned to campus since that time,
attending reunions or just visiting campus. Some of us have
remained in contact and maintained a lifelong friendship while
some of us have not seen nor heard from each other since 1969.
Fifty years is a long time.
I remember my time at AMA as if it were only a few years ago.
My mind (maybe not my body) is not far removed from those
times. I do not view myself as 68 years old. When I see my fellow
graduates, I do not few them or interact with them as 68-year-old
persons. When I see my classmates, I see them and think of them
as if it were 1969. We joke and reminisce about our times together
at AMA as well as catch up about each other’s lives. We laugh (‘til
tears come) about our past together.
AMA was part of our lives and contributed to who we are today. I
know we cannot re-live the past but we can remember our times
together and cherish what was important and still is important to
our lives today.
I don’t know about you but I would love to see my classmates
and friends once again. I have not lost the importance and
significance of those times. As time passes, I do think about my
years at AMA and don’t want to have regrets about the possibility
of never seeing my classmates again.

Medal of Honor Recipient MSM Gary Littrell

According to AMA records the known decedents from our class
are;

Wayne Gwaltney
Howard Kaplan
David Kirkpatrick Jr
Herb Kline
Al Newton
Rick Schweitzer
Bill Trudell, Jr
Fred Varner
Joe Wenzel
Brodie Williams

Distinguished Service Cross recipient CW5
David F. Cooper with his helicopter.

Our honored guests will address the cadets of
Mary Baldwin University in Staunton on Friday,
April 26.

Some of those guys I have not seen since our graduation and will
now never be able to see again. This reunion is an opportunity to
see our class and AMA friends at least once again and maybe, just
maybe, rekindle long lost friendships to maintain in the future.
I hope to see you in the valley in April!!!

Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadershp
proudly proclaims themselves to be “THE
NATION’S ONLY ALL-WOMEN CADET
CORPS.” They are led by Brigadier General
Teresa “Terry” A.H. Djuric (US Air Force,
Retired).
See the back cover for more information
about VWIL.

Bruce Orenstein, ‘69
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Reunion Updates

There have been several important changes of venue since our original Reunion
Schedule was published earlier this year. Please make note of these on the
schedule on the next page. They are highlighted in red text.

50 / 50

OK, so what is the 50/50, and how
does it work? Open your wallet and
procure one (or more) five dollar bills
and write your name on them. Put
them into the pickle jar. If your fiver
is pulled out of the jar, you get half of
what’s in the jar! Easy enough, right?

Tower of Power

Brainchild of Frank Williamson, ‘60, has
raised on average over $1,000 per year for
AMA’s general fund. That’s over $20,000
to date. You buy raffle tickets to win a
bottle of “adult beverage” with proceeds
going to the general fund for the museum.
The last two alumni will open the Tower
and enjoy their final drink together from
the bottle inside the Tower.

MSM Littrell and CW5 David Cooper will address the
corps of VWIL at Mary Baldwin University on Friday,
April 26th. It is not open to the public, but I thought you
might be interested in their schedule:
• Arrive on MBU campus Friday April 26th for a meet
and greet at 1430 hrs (location pending)
• Move to the SMA mess hall and in place by 1450 hrs
• General Djuric makes the introduction for CSM
Gary Latrell, 1500 hrs
• CSM Littrell will speak for about 40 minutes followed by a Q & A for 20 min as needed
• General Djuric will introduce CW5 David Cooper
1600 hrs
• CW5 Cooper will speak for about 30min followed
by a Q & A for 10-15 min as needed
• General Djuric wrap up and closing comments 1645

Sports
Hall of
Fame
It’s not too late to
make a nomination
for the Sports
Hall of Fame. All
packets must be received no later than 4 PM on
Wednesday, March 27th. The nomination needs to
identify the individual/team, the specific sport, the year,
as well as a brief description as to why the individual/
team is deserving. Send your nominations to John
Arthur (john.arthur5@cox.net ) via email CC’ing Doug
Pennock (dpennock2002@yahoo.com ) and Neil
Fitzgerald (Museum@AMAalumni.org).

If you’re interested in learning more about our guest speakers, here are some recommended links:
Gary Littrell:
• http://www.cmohs.org/recipient-detail/3345/littrell-gary-lee.php
• https://tributetovalor.org/leadership/
• https://tributetovalor.org/#
• http://www.forthoodsentinel.com/news/medal-of-honor-recipients-share-stories-with-students/article_
c215296e-24d1-11e9-8dbe-db43f85bcc49.html
• https://themedalofhonor.com/
David F. Cooper:
• https://valor.militarytimes.com/hero/3663
• https://www.goefoundation.com/eagles/biographies/c/350/Cooper-David-F
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/160th_Special_Operations_Aviation_Regiment_(Airborne)
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Updates and revisions are in RED
Saturday, April 27
9 AM - 10:30 AM ............ Annual Membership Meetings
Holiday Inn Augusta Commons
Elections of board members and officers
10 AM - 4 PM ........................................... Museum Open
11:00 AM..................................Founders Day Ceremony
Augusta Stone Church Cemetery
Noon...........................Registration, at the Gym entrance

Reunion Schedule
Holiday Inn Augusta Commons Room
serves as Hospitality Suite

dMuseum is open for tours
e
s
i
ev and Gift Shoppe purchases

Noon...................... AMA Ladies Basket Auction begins
AMA Gym
1:00 PM................................................ Lunch, AMA gym
1:45 PM.............................................................. Program
Guest Speaker CW05 David Cooper
Distinguished Service Cross Recipient
Presentation of AMA medals
Sports Hall of Fame
6:00 PM........................................................ Registration
Holiday Inn Augusta Commons

R

Thursday, April 25
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM.................................. Museum Open

7:00 PM - Midnight.................................................Dinner
Holiday Inn Augusta Commons
Golf and Sporting Clay awards
Cash Bar

Noon - 4 PM.............. Registration, Augusta Commons
6:00 PM............................................ Opening Reception
The Club at Ironwood
Recognition of Faculty Members
Cash bar
7:00 PM..........................Dinner - The Club at Ironwood
8:00 PM - Midnight...................... Hospitality Suite open
Holiday Inn Augusta Commons, Cash Bar

Friday, April 26
8:00 AM - 5:30 PM....................................... Registration,
Holiday Inn Augusta Commons
8:00 AM................................Golfers Depart Holiday Inn
Waynesboro Country Club
8:30 AM.................Depart Holiday Inn via motor coach
D-Day Memorial, Bedford, Virginia
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM.................................. Museum Open
10:00 AM.........................................Sporting Clay Shoot
The Flying Rabbit, Harrisonburg
6:00 PM ............... Cocktails, Frontier Culture Museum
Open Bar
6:45 PM..................... Dinner, Frontier Culture Museum
Open Bar
8:00 PM.............................................................. Program
Guest Speaker Medal of Honor recipient
CSM Gary Littrell
Scholarship Presentation
Dress Code: Business Casual
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Sunday, April 28
11:00 AM.....................................Sunday morning worship
Augusta Stone Church
Frontier Culture Museum of Staunton is at:
1290 RICHMOND ROAD
PHONE: (540) 332-7850

NOTE: The Augusta Commons room by the
Holiday Inn elevators will be our primary
gathering place.

Registration
Holiday Inn Augusta Commons, 1st Floor
Thursday: Noon - 4 PM
Friday: 8 AM - 5:30 PM
Saturday at the Gym: Registration for Noon Event

Museum and Gift Shoppe (PX):
Thursday: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Friday: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturday: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Hospitality Suite:
Holiday Inn Augusta Commons Room, 1st Floor
Thursday: 8:00 PM - Midnight, Cash Bar

WREATH LAYING

November 16 a group of AMA Alumni, family and friends gathered at Arlington National Cemetery to lay a
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in honor of AMA alumni who served their country in some branch
of the military.

Some of those representing AMA at the wreath laying ceremony. Left to Right: Tom Del Valle, B.J. d’Orsay, Garry Granger, Bob Del Valle
and friend Mary, Bud Oakey, Brenda Metz, Jack White, Gordon Metz, Debbie Nicholson, Ed’s Son, Larry Nicholson, Steve Trent, Ed’s son,
Ralph Veney, Bob Metz, Chris Metz, Ed Rogerville. Missing from the photo: Shelby Rogerville and Gordon Metz’s sons and their families.

Above: The four wreath presenters: Bob Del Valle, Ed
Rogerville, Steve Trent, and Larry Nicholson. Bob’s legs
gave out while waiting for the ceremony to begin, so he
was unable to actually help present the wreath. Jack White
filled in for him.
Left: The wreath after presentation. The guard unit at ANC
arranged for AMA’s wreath to be the last presented for the
hour. That way, it will stand in place for approximately 45
minutes until the next ceremony begins.
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Ladies of AMA
I have chosen two Women of AMA to honor in this article. These
women represent their devotion to their husbands, their families,
and their unwavering support of Augusta Military Academy:

Ida Spencer, spouse of Frank Spencer ‘49
Joyce Zinkhan, spouse of Ben Zinkhan ‘60
- Nancy Botcheller

These two incredibly kind, thoughtful, generous, and unselfish
ladies became dear friends through their AMA bonds. It was my
pleasure to have the opportunity to speak with and email several
of their children. Thank you to Frank Spencer and his daughter
Jane, and Krystal and Sherri, daughters of Ben and Joyce. It was
very touching reliving their wonderful memories of their mothers to share with the AMA community.
Ida Page Watts, who was from Buena Vista, Virginia, met Frank
Spencer in 1950 when he was a VMI cadet. Ida had been working at Natural Bridge
that summer. Frank
was a VMI cadet .
They married in
1953 after Frank’s
graduation; she
was 21 and he
was 24. Frank
became active
duty Air Force
in 1954.
Together they
lived all over
the world and
had 5 children. A son
David, who
also attended
AMA, a son
Tom and
three daughters Sandy,
Elen and Jane.
Ida moved her
family over 20
times from Virginia to Oregon,
Colorado, Hawaii,
and Morocco.
When Frank retired
from the Air Force
they returned to Virginia,
moving to Crozet, Richmond, Charlottesville and finally settling
in Waynesboro. Alongside her husband, Ida began volunteering
at AMA.
Joyce Robertson Zinkhan, born
Virginia, met Ben on a
on January 6, 1985.
Tim, and Sherri,
Joyce’s home on
Joyce worked
Genesco. Ben
retire and,
retirement,
a full time
spending all
with their
grandchildren.
to AMA, Joyce
whatever needed
the alumni house

and raised in Staunton,
blind date. They married
With Krystal, Laura,
they moved to
Ridgeway Drive.
full time at
insisted she
upon her
she became
homemaker
her free time
children and
Living so close
happily supported
to be done. When
and museum officially

opened in 1999, Joyce was in high gear volunteering alongside
Ben. She loved to bake cookies and did so for all of the volunteers, supplied wonderful snacks for the AMA reunions, and
hosted a big fish fry each year for alumni. She continued to offer
her baked treats to all, especially around Christmas when she
baked her specialties. Joyce was also an active member of Christ
United Methodist Church in Staunton.
Ida and Joyce became the best of friends at AMA. They were
both very visible at reunions with warm welcoming smiles, lots

of homemade goodies to share, and helpful hands and hearts
from beginning to end.
Together they welcomed the VMI Keydets to the AMA campus.
The Keydets traditionally marched yearly 82 miles from Lexington to New Market since 1864, commemorating the forced
march of cadets to help win the last confederate victories of the
civil war. Ida and Joyce combined their love of baking, making
sandwiches, and their friendship to carry on this tradition for
the Keydets. They made hundreds of sandwiches, baked dozens
of cookies, and made certain there was enough to send left overs
all the way to New Market. Together, these great women formed
the kind tradition of a delicious picnic under the great trees in
front of the AMA museum. They lovingly fed the VMI Keydets
for over 15 years.
Joyce Zinkhan passed away on January 16, 2016. Ida Spencer, her
dear friend, passed one month later on February 15.
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These are the women of AMA,
unselfish and unforgettable.

The Mays of Rockingham County
A Notable Frontier Family of Veterans
By Jack May, ‘68
This is a tribute to the rich Virginia heritage of the May
family, three brothers Rick, Jack and Keith, who graduated
from AMA, and the tragic loss of Rick May, class of ’62, on
October 31, 2018.
When the three May brothers attended AMA in the 1960’s,
the family lived in Michigan. Little did anyone know of
the May family heritage just 32 miles north of the AMA
campus.

and his Militia in your front yard.
•

Michael Baker Jr. followed his father’s footsteps and
was a soldier in the War of 1812, along with Adam
May (4th great-granduncle).

•

William Bean (6th great-grandfather) founded Bean
Station, Tenn. He was the first permanent white settler
in Tennessee, and his son Russell was the first born
settler in Tennessee. William was also a hunting
partner of Daniel Boone, and Davy Crockett
often visited Bean Station. Captain William
Bean was granted 3,000 acres of land in North
Carolina for his service in the Revolutionary
War. He was also a land owner in Augusta
County.

The May family history in Virginia goes back
to before the Revolutionary War.
It includes Harrison May who landed on
the beaches of Normandy on D-Day.
Later, three brothers from the May family
attended AMA in the 1960’s.

•
William’s daughter Elizabeth,
married our 5th great-grandfather George
Dove, both from Rockingham County.
Tragically, his daughter, Jane was killed by
Indians outside the fort in Bean Station.
Years later, Russell was arrested by Judge
Andrew Jackson and would eventually
become friends with the future President.
In 1863, a Civil War battle was fought between
Confederate Lt. General, James Longstreet and Union
Brigadier General, J.M. Shackelford at Bean Station.
Longstreet defeated Shackelford, but the battle had
little effect on the outcome of the war.

George May (5th great-grandfather),
born 1755, moved to Loudon County,
Virginia before moving on to Rockingham
County (RC), Virginia,
following the
surrender of Cornwallis to the colonists
in Yorktown. He moved to Brocks Gap at the foot of
what was eventually named “May Mountain,” halfway
between Germany River and Bennetts Run, on Mays Creek
Lane, about the year 1799. He was deeded 131 acres in 1802,
and went on to father fifteen children.

He has descendants who have served in every war this
country was involved in.
A few notable family members of the same era:
•

•

Henry Dove (6th great-grandfather) settled in Brocks
Gap, RC (then Augusta County) in 1777. He supported
the American cause in 1781 and was paid for 10 diets at
6 per diet, one horse. Later in 1779, his horse was used
for 37 days to transport provisions, and he received a
voucher for a cow weighing 350 pounds.
Michael Baker (6th great-grandfather) was a
Revolutionary War soldier and was known to have
entertained George Washington in 1784 while
traveling through Brocks Gap. He was a well to-do
merchant, importer, tanner, and farmer who provided
pasture for 28 horses for one night, and was allowed
14 shillings. We can only imagine what it would be like
to open your front door and find George Washington

The May family also had many Civil War veterans. Here are
a few of them:
• Strother May (2nd great-grandfather) sergeant, 58th
Regiment, Virginia Militia.
•

Zephaniah May (cousin) Pvt. Co. G, 19th VA Infantry,
Nelson Greys KIA 1861.

•

Wyatt May (cousin) commissary sergeant at
Fort Lee. Father fought in War of 1812. Wyatt
left behind 15 children, 84 grandchildren, and 82
great-grandchildren.

•

George May (cousin) Pvt. Co. G, 19th VA Infantry,
wounded twice but survived.

•

Ananias May (cousin) KIA 1862.

•

James May (cousin) Pvt. Co. G, 19th VA Infantry,
wounded but survived.

•

Samuel May (2nd great-granduncle) Co E, 10th VA
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Infantry…1861 at Winchester.
•

Isaac Ritchie (cousin) Lt. Co. B, 7th VA Cavalry…KIA
during Battle of Wilderness and belonged to Brock’s
Gap Rifles.

•

Isaiah Fawley (cousin) Co. C, 11th VA Cavalry, at
Winchester.

•

Jacob Fawley, Jr (2nd great grandfather) Lt. Co. D,
18th VA Cavalry, wounded during a Winchester, VA
battle and later died in New Market.

•

Ahab Dove (cousin) Co. C, 11th VA Cavalry RC,
captured and sent to Ft. Delaware.

•

James M. May (2nd greatgranduncle) Captain Co F, 14th
Regiment, VA Militia

•

Isaiah Dove (cousin) Co. C, 11th VA
Cavalry, at Winchester.

•

Adam Fulk (cousin) Co. B, 7th VA
Cavalry, KIA. Serving alongside
Adam was his brother George C,
his uncle George W, cousins John G,
William and Harvey Fulk. They were
assigned to the 10th VA Infantry
and went to Harpers Ferry, and
eventually became known as the
“Brickbat Brigade.”

thrower, came across the channel on the SS Thomas
Jefferson during the early-morning hours of June 6th.
While on the beach in Normandy, the Germans shot a
hole in his flame thrower making it inoperable, so he
picked up a M1 from a wounded soldier and continued
to attack Germans on the beach-head. The first dead
soldier he saw while moving up the beach was his
good friend, Orville Neff, who was in the same outfit,
and also from Rockingham County. D-Day +1 he was
wounded by bomb shrapnel in the shoulder and sent
to a hospital in England. He returned eight weeks later
only to be wounded again by a hand grenade, which
landed him back in the hospital. Harrison eventually
became a sergeant with Company
G, 116th Regiment, 29th Division.
Following the war, he returned to RC
and lived well into his nineties before
recently passing away…a true war
hero.

• Raymond Alexander (cousin)
was born 24 November 1914 in
Timberville, VA (same as our father,
Grandfather, Grandmother, and
previous relatives). The following is
a brief listing of assignments: entered
US Naval Academy, on appointment
from his native state in 1934,
and graduated 2 June 1938. Was
commissioned Ensign in the Navy,
The following link is a list of civil war
and subsequently advanced to the
veterans from Rockingham County, which
rank of Captain, to date from 1 July
includes ancestors with the following last
1956. Served two years as a junior
names: Dove, Fawley, Fulk, May, Ritchie,
officer on board USS New Mexico,
and Turner.
operating with Battleship Division 3,
https://www.rockinghamcountyva.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/2670/CIVIL- Rick May standing next to the original George Battle Force. 1941, Engineer Officer
of USS Decatur before being ordered
May house built in the late 1700’s
WAR-VETERANS-1860-1865?bidId=
to Submarine School, New London,
Connecticut. December 1941, 2nd First Lieutenant
It’s interesting to note that also included is Peter Roller, a
on submarine 0-10. August 1943-December 1944,
VMI cadet who fought in the Battle of New Market. He was
Executive Officer and Navigator of USS R-5 and
born and died in Mt. Crawford, just south of Harrisonburg.
similar duty on board USS Perch. While serving on the
We aren’t sure if he’s related to AMA’s General Roller, perhaps
Perch he participated in the capture and occupation of
a cousin. There’s additional Roller names attached to this list
Saipan. December 1944-March 1945 was Prospective
of veterans, so it appears that our ancestors may have fought
Commanding Officer of USS Kraken. August 22,
alongside the Rollers in the Virginia Militia. It would require
1944 he assumed command of USS Brill which justadditional research to verify this information.
completed combat operations in the Pacific. After
several years of shore duty with the Navy Department,
Following the May family tradition of military service, many
he assumed command of Submarine Division 11
also served in World War II:
until 1955. Following additional shore duty, in 1962,
• Harrison May (cousin) was inducted into the army in
he received orders to the Office of Information, Navy
Roanoke after taking a bus from Harrisonburg, then
Department, Washington, DC where he served two
transferring to Ft Lee, VA before landing at Ft. Meade,
years as Deputy Chief of Information. In 1963 he
MD. He was originally sent to England in preparation
assumed command of Submarine Squadron Four
for D-Day. Harrison, carrying his 75-pound flame
before assigned to the Net Evaluation Sub-Committee,
10 Spring 2019

Office of the Secretary of Defense, Washington, DC.
Captain Alexander was awarded the American Defense
Service Medal; American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific
Campaign Medal; World War II Victory Medal; Navy
Occupation Service Medal; Asia Clasp; National Service
Defense Medal; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon.
•

Carl G. May (father) was born May 17, 1907 in Timberville,
VA, which is located on the banks of the Shenandoah
River in Rockingham County, just 32 miles north of AMA.
At a young age, his parents moved to Washington, DC
before landing in Michigan. During World War II, he was
a sergeant in the Ninth Air Force, 406th Fighter Group,
513th squadron (P-47 Thunderbolts). The 406th Fighter
Group conducted 13,612 combat flights in England, France,
Belgium, and Germany. This fighter group was proud to
be the first supporting fighter group over “Utah” beach
on D-Day, and exclusively defended the beleaguered city
of Bastogne during the “Battle of Bastogne.” The 513th
Fighter Group was known as the “rocket” squadron as they
were the first unit to be equipped with air-ground unguided
rockets during WWII. They were guided by their motto,
“SEEK-ATTACK-DESTROY,” resulting in multiple US Unit
Citations and countless commendations from Commanding
Generals, Bradley, Montgomery, Patton and many others.
Following WWII, Carl frequently returned to his birthplace
and visited with friends and family in RC.

Rick May, ‘62, was the first of the May brothers
to graduate from AMA. He distinguished
himself as a member of the color guard.

After familiarizing himself with the military academies in the
Valley, Carl elected to enroll his first of three sons, Rick to AMA
in 1960. Rick was on the color guard, and graduated in 1962. Carl’s
second son, Jack attended AMA in 1965 and graduated Captain,
C Company in 1968. The third son, Keith, entered AMA in 1967,
was Captain, E Company before graduating in 1970. The May boys
were in a select group of three brothers to graduate from AMA.

We are deeply saddened to announce the death of Rick
May on October 31st, 2018 just one week following his 74th

birthday. After a second surgery during the summer, his cancer
aggressively returned and took his life.

After graduating from AMA, Rick attended the University of
Detroit before serving as a proud member of the United States
Army. He became a highly successful salesman in the computer
industry, and secured several contracts with the U.S. Navy. Rick
had an unwavering love for his family, and enjoyed travel, boating,
snowmobiling, fast cars and motorcycles. He enjoyed sports,
including golf and softball until falling ill with cancer. With
an empty “bucket list,” Rick lived life to the fullest, and will be
forever missed by his family and friends. He’s survived by his wife
Carlene, his children Chris (Stacy) and Julie McKenzie (Jay), and
grandson Patrick. He will be forever remembered by his siblings
Jack, Keith (Patty), Ginny May Robins, niece Kristin May Kuhn,
nephews Justin May and Ryan Robins, and his grandniece Taylor
Kuhn. Rick is predeceased by his parents Carl and Thelma, half
siblings Carl W. May and Margaret Glynn, and first wife Joann.
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This photo of Jack May, Rick May, and Keith May
was taken about 1968 after a Sunday Parade.

Marc Aronson, ‘68, send in this small
country story: “I was in a bit of a battle while
in Vietnam, and 48 years later I’m going back
with a “Greatest Generations” group for 10
days starting February 17th. There will only
be 8 of us, two to a room at the two hotels we
are staying, one in Da Nang and one in Hue.
Anyway, I’m assigned a roommate, a fellow I
don’t know, and where did he go to high school ... Hargrave Military
Academy. Really?! What’s the chance? I’m going to try to find out who
else among the battle survivors went to a military school. Well, at
least we will something in common to talk about!”

Nancy and John Botcheller, ‘67, pictured
above, contribute so much to AMA.
Nancy contributes a regular feature
column to the Bayonet chronicling
the rich history of the women who
have contributed so much to the AMA
cause over the years. Since 2013, John
and Nancy have underwritten the
intern program at our museum from
funds of the estate of John’s great-aunt,
Helen Charleton, whose husband, William
Curtis Charleton, graduated from AMA in
1915. Each summer, two interns work at
the museum, usually searching for unknown
alumni, and sorting through boxes of old cadet
records. This last fall, the balance of the fund,
$91,000, was bequeathed to the AMA Foundation
to continue funding the intern program for the
foreseeable future. We can’t thank this couple
enough for all they do for AMA!
From Marshall Haley, ‘64: “I attended
the 63-64 year, but did not return for
my senior year. But friends told me the
baseball section had a few pictures of me,
maybe because I was blessed with pretty
good success the year before? I threw five
perfect innings to start the game against
league champ Fork Union -- I had a sore
arm to start the game, and teammate
(and C Co. mate) Juno Cox rubbed down
my arm with 'Heat' between innings.
Sophomore John Botcheller was our lefty
pitcher, and I understand John went on to
have a very good baseball career at AMA
and afterward. Jim Tessada was a good
friend of mine from both b'ball teams. “

B.J. d’Orsay, ‘70, Stride Coleman, ‘72, and Garry Granger,
‘71, spent a day at Stride’s sister’s ranch in Bangs, Texas. Stride’s mother
had recently passed away, and while there to help, Stride, his sister, Donna,
and her husband Larry were rear-ended by a car traveling at full highway
speed. Donna was hospitalized, and Stride suffered severe bruising to his
back and left wrist. B.J. drove East from Lubbock and Garry drove West
from Dallas to meet Stride for a day of fellowship and tall tales.

B.J. d’Orsay, ‘70, Stride Coleman, ‘72, and Doug Pennock. ‘72,
met for lunch at Buffalo Gap, Texas, recently where they enjoyed steak at
Perini’s Ranch Steakhouse, rated the third best steakhouse in the entire
state of Texas. They enjoyed their mini-reunion along with their families.
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Jim Hall ‘37, wrote “Thank you
for your note. I am under
medical care 24 hours a day
since 4th of July. I am doing
better but no travel. I think
about AMA and wonderful year
I had.”

Al and Suzie Escoda, ‘62, visited the
campus and museum in December.

Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70, at the
annual meeting of the Signal Mutual
Insurance Company, (a mutual
provide workmen’s compensation
USL&H (longshore and harborworkers
workmen’s comp coverage)) was voted
as Member Director of the mutual.
Rose Rumley, wife of Rex
Rumley, ‘69, recently discovered
she has cancer in her ONE kidney. This
year will be Rex's 50th class reunion.
Unfortunately, with Rose's health
issues, they won't be attending. Rex
is taking this hard and is extremely
concerned about his wife. They'll be
married 34 years in June.
Let's show Rex and Rose some AMA
love. They live humbly and are helping
with their grandchildren.
Tim Thompson was a teacher
in 83’ when the Augusta Military
Academy closed, he would like
to give his address to receive the
bayonet and here is his email as well.
Thompsont2005@aol.com

Brett DeCesari, ‘72, Just back (October) from
a metal detecting trip to the UK. Went with
group Iceni Metal Detecting out of Crostwich.
Gary Drayton area. Found Roman silver a
Trajan . Was very elated over that . Next day...
Roman gold ! Tour guide Steve Clarkson ran a
first class operation. Still in cloud nine finding
4th century gold. Silver was even older, from
98 to 117 AD. All our finds are now headed to
Museum and hopefully export papers then to
Springfield Pa.

Milt Baker, ‘56, and Larry
Smoot, ‘58, connected via
Facebook. Milt had this to say,
“Amazing what we both remember
about some of the stuff we did at AMA,
including rigging a covert electrical
connection in our first-floor barracks
room from Col. Louisel's office
next door. That well-disguised outlet
gave us 24/7 electricity for most of
our 9th grade year--as Larry said, we
just "borrowed" a little electricity so we
could listen to music after the power
was turned off at lights-out. Larry
asked for the same room when he
came back for the 10th grade, but he
was mightily disappointed to learn that
the covert electric socket had been
discovered and removed when the
room was renovated over the summer.
It was good while it lasted!
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Warren Fleming, ‘72, President QST,
Inc receives 2018 Top100MBE Award at MGM
National Harbor in Oxon Hill Maryland on
September 25, 2018. QST, Inc was amongst
100 unique minority firms within the States of
Maryland, Virginia and Washington DC to be
honored for their outstanding services to their
industries and communities.

Paul Taliaferro, ‘62, visited the cemetery
in Churchville where his Dad grew up. Paul
never knew this memorial was there. His
Dad is actually buried in Arlington National
Cemetery. He was B-17 gunner and KIA 4
months before Paul was born. But he knew
Paul was on the way!

Al Zayas, ‘72, is up and running and
he sounds strong and promises to be at
Reunion 2019.

Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70, and Juan Santalo ’51, taken at Valleta, Malta
while cruising the Mediterranean on board the MSC Seaview. This was
sort of a mini AMA Cruise, just 2 alumni. We sailed out of Barcelona,
Spain and cruised for 7 days visiting the ports of Marseille, France;
Genoa, and Naples, Italy; Messina, Sicily and Valletta, Malta. We had a
fabulous time on board and were treated like royalty by the Officers and
Crew of this brand new state-of-the-art 4800 passenger capacity Cruise
Liner. She is sister ship of the MSC Seaside which we represent at
stevedores at Port of Miami dong 7 days Caribbean Cruises from Miami.

Send photos or notes of
what you’ve been up to
lately. Your friends and
classmates want to know!

Last February, Jack May, ‘68, and two friends took a golf
trip to Orlando in order to escape the cold Michigan winter.
He knew his longtime friend; Jeff Schroeder, ’67, lived in
Orlando, so he gave him a call. Not only did Jeff agree to
dinner, drinks and reminiscing; he graciously invited Jack
and his friends to play golf at his private country club. Jeff
ultimately joined them for three rounds of golf while in
Orlando. Accolades to Jeff for a fantastic time by all…this is
a great example of AMA brotherhood fifty years later.
Tower of power (below) raises
important funds and is fun!

1979 Graduation photo. Paul Karch, ‘79, (also managing the auctions and raffles this year) “In 1979
the school was starting to change. We did not wear white nor did we have a Recall based on funding. Col.
Savage was so upset that his budget was cut after Senior photos and his snapping all year. This was a great
group of men that I am proud to be associated with.”
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Promoting AMA

Taking advantage of being in the area for the Wreath
Laying Ceremony in November, Garry Granger, ‘71,
and B.J. d’Orsay, ‘70, spent two days in the valley
promoting the AMA Museum and Gift Shoppe (PX).

B.J. and Garry visited with Harrisonburg’s Director of
Tourism, Bob Stuart with the News Virginian newspaper in
Waynesboro (who provided us with the photo to the left),
and the Directors of Tourism with Staunton, Waynesboro
and Augusta County in Staunton City Hall.
Each had valuable suggestions for us to increase
awareness and visitors to our museum, gift shop and the
campus.
Several of these suggestions have already been
implemented. We have changed the name of the museum
(see article next page), changed the name of the PX (see
article next page), added local items of interest in the Gift
Shoppe, added new, larger signs along Route 11 (see
Below).
A new “rack card” is being designed for distribution up and
down the I-81 highway corridor.
We plan to work more closely with local entities as the
Staunton and Harrisonburg areas become increasingly
popular tourist destinations. We hope to make our museum
a destination beyond just alumni.

New Highway sign

AMA’s new sign being installed just north of the entrance to our campus. The sign is 4 ft by 8 ft and features luminescent paint, easily seen at night.
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Meet
Neil
Fitzgerald
doing everything from gathering eggs to driving tractors.
As Neil’s reputation of being a hard-worker spread around
Rockingham County, he was approached by the then, new
owners of the former Tastee Freeze in Grottoes, Virginia.
The restaurant’s name was changed to Shendun, showing
the most profitable years with Neil in charge of all the menus,
ordering, hiring, and even doing most of the restaurant’s
cooking.

A

s the director of the Museum of the
ugusta Military Academy and the
buyer for the Gift Shoppe at AMA, Neil
Fitzgerald is most at home talking to the
former cadets that stop-in to visit their old
alma mater, or visitors that had a family
member or friend that once attended this
historic institution.

Neil would later accept a position as managing the Motel
6 in Harrisonburg and later promoted to a new Motel 6
in Portsmouth. When Neil’s father was diagnosed with a
malignant brain tumor, Neil moved back to Grottoes to care
for his ailing father and provide for his mother. It is during
this time that Neil accepted a position at James Madison
University as the sports equipment manager, supervising
students in the equipment room and outfitting all the athletes
with sports equipment and uniforms for nearly 14 years.

Neil now makes his home in Staunton, a short commute
to the museum, with his spouse and three, very spoiled
Chihuahuas. When not trying to think of new ways to
promote and maintain the museum and gift shoppe, Neil is
Neil explains, “The fond recollections that an avid gardener and cans his bounty, visits the Smokies
folks have of this place, can either make and Dollywood (always hoping for a glance of Dolly herself),
me chuckle to myself all day, or bring a and decorating his home for nearly every holiday or season.
tear to my eye. I’m so blessed to have Since coming on board at the Museum, Neil has completely
a hand in the legacy preservation that upgraded the PX, including the renaming to Gift Shoppe, the
is AMA, so that future generations get a addition of many items of interest to visitors who may not
glimpse into the studies and training that have a direct connection to AMA.
these young men were provided here, In addition to our traditional items of interest to Alumni
plus the personal side of everyday life of branded with the AMA logo and name, such as clothing,
these cadets.”
caps, glasses, etc., the Gift Shoppe now sells items of local
Life for Neil started in the shadows of origin and interest to all visitors. We now have candles,
Massanutten Mountain, being raised by local apple butter, local peanuts, jewelry, handbags, and
his brick-mason father and hardworking more. (See next page)
mother in and around the areas of
McGaheysville and Elkton, Virginia.

Neil has explained his goal in expanding the Gift

During his education and subsequent
graduation from Spotswood High School, Shoppe’s selection by stating that he wants to Gift
Neil continued to strengthen his work Shoppe to quickly contribute substantially to the
operating budget of the museum.
ethic at Faraway Farms in McGaheysville
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PX transforms into the Gift Shoppe
of the Augusta Military Museum

Many new local items appeal to local visitors.

The Gift Shoppe has been rearranged to better accommodate new inventory and attract
more customers as they move through the museum.

Men’s and women’s Premier Designs jewelry

Branded peanuts available now
at the Gift Shoppe
Locally Produced
Apple Butter

Knit handbags in multiple colors.

Candles, candles, and more scented candles
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Last February we had 28 visitors, this
February we had 56 visitors. The
number of visitors has doubled!!!!!!
The first six days with the new
highway and gate signs has resulted
in 23 visitors.
Several people have told Neil they
had no idea we had a museum and
one couple told him they thought we
had closed the museum! It appears
that the sign is doing exactly what we
wanted it to do.
PX/Gift Shoppe sales are up and
cash donations at the museum are
up!
To meet this increase in traffic through
the museum, Neil has hired a parttime assistant. This brings the total
employees at the museum to three!
No other military school museum can
boast success like ours!

If you’ve noticed changes to AMA’s monthly email newsletter, you’d be
correct!
Since taking the helm as editor in May of 2018, Doug Pennock, ‘72,
the newsletter continues to bring you news about the happenings at
the museum, and also now informs it’s readers of significant news and
events from the AMA Alumni Foundation. It also includes an editorial
each month from Ed Rogerville, ‘75, Chairman and Doug Pennock,
Co-Chairman.
We hope you are enjoying this increase in communication from your
Board of Trustees.
If you do not receive this monthly letter in your inbox, go to our website
and click the link at the bottom of the main page to be added to the
distribution list.
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Joining us at The Museum
at Augusta Military Academy
is Kristin Lowing. She
brings with her nearly 20
years of sales and marketing
experience. She found her
start
with
ClearChannel
Radio and from there went on
to operate her own business
of 7 years, Clean Sweep. On
a more personal note; Kristin
is a mother of 2 daughters,
Rebecca and Anastasia,
enjoys all kinds of crafts,
treasure hunting, and has a
knack for re-purposing items
that have lost their sizzle. She
is eager to familiarize herself
with the history of Augusta
Military Academy and is
excited to share it with the
local community and visitors
of the museum.

Happy 20th
Anniversary,
Museum!

versus

7.0

Harvey and Sandy Bowers
and their Agate Inn survived
the Alaskan 7.0 earthquake
November 30th. Here’s their
harrowing account:

had movement the rest of the day with
over 400 in just over one day. It is
dark here until about 10 am, and the
power went out within seconds of the
quake starting. We couldn’t see what
was moving, just felt and heard all the
motion.

The quake was 35 miles south of
us and 30 miles deep. The damage
resulted because the quake lasted for
a couple of minutes. The 5.87 quake
six minutes later didn’t do any damage.

My neighbor, Will Sawyer, and his
brothers were all here for the 1964
quake. They think this quake was
much more “violent” and destructive.
Part of that may be that we own a lot
more stuff and some of that stuff was
heavy.

Shortly after the quake, we checked on
the reindeer. They were all standing
and looked somewhat nervous but
seemed fine.
I have been trying to be ready for an
Earthquake like this my entire adult life,
but I was not ready for the destruction.
Looking around a lot of the destruction
looks random but with a few weeks
and months we will understand what
happened.

Our house did fairly well with just a
few drywall cracks. We had a couple
of door frames that moved so that you
could not open or close the doors.
Windows may not open, but it will be
6 months before it is warm enough to
test that idea.

At first we thought Anchorage was hit
the hardest, but talking with people so
far, Wasilla, Eagle River, and Big Lake
may have been hit the most. Many of
the larger buildings in this area were
closed, grocery, Schools, Hospitals.
The larger buildings had gas and
water leaks, ceilings came down, and
contents moved all around.
We were lucky that our power was out
only 2 hours. Many were not so lucky.
The quake was not just one quake.
The thoughts are that the main one
at 8:30 am (7.0) was three quakes
simultaneously, lasting for about 4
minutes. Another 5.7 quake hit six
minutes after the big one started. We

Rocks on shelfs and those with heavy
mounts became missiles. I have been
packing up my rocks since the quake.
Most of the contents of cabinets and
drawers and bookcases went flying.
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The exception was if a bookcase was
packed tightly so the books stayed. In
a few cases a drawer opened to catch
a plate of glass from above, saving it
from breakage. When the rocks and
heavy pictures or mirrors were screwed
into a wall stud dead center most
survived. Some were not dead center
plus some items were heavy enough
that they broke the screws. In many
cases drywall screws were not heavy
duty enough and drywall anchors of all
types failed.
The shaking was violent enough that
18 toilets here at home and the Inn
had the water splash out of the toilet
tanks. Three toilet tank tops came off
the tanks and broke. Yet Sandy had
a glass of water on her desk right by
her computer and it did not spill. In our
Kitchen the cabinets have earthquake
clips. Several clips failed and cabinets
opened. Drinking glasses fell out and
broke all over the floor. Yet we had
three cereal glass canisters siting
on the kitchen counter with contents.
They moved but were fine. I found
the Boilers and water heater tanks
that were all strapped down survived,
except one. All the straps were loose
due to the heavy movement.
We
found everything moved.

I had a bunch or solar panels stacked
in our arctic entry. Luckily Budd Colucci
left a pair of semi van braces when he
moved this past summer and I had
them securing the panels. The panels
look like they did fine, although I have
not looked closely. The straw bale barn
and stucco seem to be fine except
contents moved a lot. The commercial
garage door on the barn opened. It is
so heavy that I have to use the skid

steer loader to open it. I still cannot
close it all the way. Heavy objects,
once they started to move did move
and sometimes caused damage. In
some cases strapped items also went
flying because the bolt or screw or
strap was not heavy enough.

high cathedral ceiling in the meeting
room did not crack. In the Aurora Suite
above the meeting room I expected to
see the most damage in that it is by far
the tallest of any of our buildings. It
had no drywall cracks. Just contents
moved a lot. The king bed moved
about 5 feet.

The heavy woodstove moved a lot
destroying the area around it. Many
of the thin bricks are off the wall.
Sandy thinks about two-thirds of
the plates, bowls and glasses in the
Agate House kitchen broke.
Some heavy mirrors and photos
came off the wall, most survived. The
apartment buildings had some drywall
and tile cracks, nothing major.
Most of the cracks are where the
concrete foundation meets the wood
framing. The second place that cracked
was where new additions connected
to the original building. I think this has
to do to the movement of the seismic
waves at intersections. The Cottage
and the shop where George Ferry rents
only had minor content damage.
At the Cottage we have a heavy
ammonite sitting on top of the fireplace.
Amazingly, the ammonite did a dance
and turned around 180 degrees. It
never toppled off the fireplace. We
moved it to the floor yesterday and
won’t put it back up!
All around the house and garage there
are large drywall cracks. The meeting
room addition has cracks on the wall
that it is common with the house. I think
the house and meeting room addition
moved at different frequencies. The

One orthoceras fossil heavy wall
mount over a window came out of the
rebar mount and flew across the room
six feet. The storage closets had all
the contents on the floor. We still
need to inspect outside, but due to
poor light and weather that may take a
while.
Our well water is still murky after two
days. It is slowly clearing up and
should clear up within a day or so.
We shut off all the well water pumps at
the other buildings until we have more
time to check for plumbing leaks.
Those wells will likely have the same
issue as ours at home.
We were actually very lucky. The
damage could have been much, much
worse. We are thankful our guest at
the Agate Inn checked out about 30
minutes before the quake. We have
already moved all the fossil and rock
decorations to the floor. We won’t put
them back up. It took both of us to
force the rest of the fossils out of the
mounts and off the walls.

A 7.0 is definitely stronger
than the two of us!
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Faculty,
friends,
and
relatives are the future of
AMA financially. We are so
very grateful for the gifts
we have received from this
group in 2018:
Studor, Don
Groves, Stanley
Langford, Sherry
Williams, Chuck
Yates, Ronald & Susan
Burnett, Tina
Hallock, Virginia S.
Lambert, Shirley Colleen
Lee, Doris
Lentz, Edward
Livick, Linda
Livick, Malcolm
Mannasmith, R.T.
Mihalek, Conrad
Moon, S. L.
Patton, William Jerald
Reynolds, Dayna
Stephens, Rebecca
Payne, Heather
Hallock, V. Hilton
Hemp, Bruce H.
Balzan, Regina
Moore, David W.
Sims, Peggy
Constatine, Christopher
Hawkins, Deborah
Lutrell, Susan & Paul
Petzke, Linda
Saunders, Patricia
Fabian, Ray
May, Richard
McLaughlin, Ellen
Shiflet, Patricia

Thank you!
Thank you!
Thank you!

He proudly served his country in the
U.S. Army and then became a teacher,
coach and mentor to many. He spent
most of his career at South Dade High
School in Homestead, Fla., before
retiring in 1986 and moving to North
Carolina.

Henry Thomas “Tom” Cornick Jr., ‘55

Please report deaths and
illnesses of AMA Alumni,
Faculty and Friends to the
AMA Museum
P. O. Box 101
Fort Defiance, VA 24437
540-248-3007
Museum@AMAalumni.org
Anthony C. “Pud” Constantino, ‘50
Anthony Constantino,
88, of Fletcher, N.C.,
formerly of Blairsville,
passed away on
Monday, Oct. 29,
2018, in Asheville,
N.C.
Anthony was born in Blairsville on Dec.
17, 1929. He was the son of Carmine
Constantino and Anna (DiMenna)
Constantino. He attended Blairsville
High School where he excelled in
football, wrestling and baseball.
However, it was in football that he found
the most success. In 1974, Pud was an
integral part of the WPIAL champion
Bobcat team, and in 1948, Pud put on
one of the greatest football seasons
ever seen in Indiana County, where
he was able to amass 218 points in 10
games. This record still stands, but was
equaled in 2014.
After using up his high school eligibility,
he enrolled at Augusta Military
Academy in Fort Defiance, Va. Here he
again excelled at football, wrestling and
baseball, making all state in all three
sports. Upon completion at Augusta, he
moved to Miami, Fla., after receiving a
full football scholarship to play for the
University of Miami.

Tom Cornick, 81,
passed away Sunday,
Oct. 21, 2018. Tom
was a native and
lifelong
Peninsula
resident. He attended
Poquoson
High
School and graduated
from Augusta Military
Academy in 1956.

AMA,

Buddy Krise, ‘57
Albert “Buddy” E.
Krise III, 82, passed
away on December
22, 2018. Buddy was
a Norfolk native and
raised in Colonial
Place, where he
spent his time boating
on the Lafayette River. He was a
graduate of Augusta Military Academy.
He retired from ET Gresham after 30
plus years of service. Buddy was an
avid boater whether it be power or sail,
he loved being on the water. He was an
active member of the Tidewater Boat
Club, the Nansemond River Power
Squadron, Hampton One Design
Racing Association, and the now
former Great Bridge Cruise Club
Buddy was a great guy and always
handled the 50/50 at the reunions. His
dear wife Sandra came every year and
always took the motor coach trips until
her death a year or so ago.
At AMA, buddy was a four-year cadet,
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David Conrad Jr., ‘59
David Oliver Conrad
passed
away
September 25, 2018.
At AMA David was
a four year cadet,
graduating as Captain
of “E” Company. He
was on the Roller Rifles for two years,
on the Honor Committee his final year,
and business manager of the RECALL
for two years.

Tom attended VMI before joining the
U.S. Marines in 1957; he served his
country for three years. He retired from
BASF in 1993 after 35 years of service.
Tom Spent two years at
graduating as M/Sgt. in “B” Co.

graduating as Captain of “A” Company.
He was a member of the Ad Astra
Society two years, on The honor
Committee, Played football basketball,
and wrestled. He was on the Roller
Rifles for two years as well.

Steve Trent said, “I knew this David
from years ago. He was very active up
until a few years after Gary Nicholson’s
death. He sold Gary & Susan the land
that they built their home out Emporia,
VA way. Dave was another guy involved
with the Museum Renovation.”

William G. Klinck, ‘62
William G. “Bill”
Klinck, 76, of New
Market passed away
on Sunday, January
27, 2019 at his
residence.
He was born at
Takoma
Park,
Maryland on December 26, 1942, and
was the son of the late Charles and
Dororthy Rogers.
Bill was a graduate of Augusta Military
Academy, near Staunton and had
served in the United States Army.
He was a former warehouse manager
for Balch Bros. And was self employed
as the owner/operator of a promotional
items company.
Bill was a six-year cadet at AMA
graduating as Captain . He was on the
rifle team and the Honor committee.

Rick May, ‘62
Rick May passed
away October 31,
2018. Rick was a two
year cadet at AMA
and the first of three
brothers to attend
AMA. He graduated
as M/Sgt. in the Color
Guard. He participated in Fencing and
played Baseball. He was a good
student, being on the honor roll both
years. He was described in te AMA
RECALL as “Quiet, sincere and helpful,
Rick is an hnest and trustworthy boy.
No one can say anything bad about
Rick. Cordial and cheerful.”

Robert Powell, ‘67
Robert H. Powell died
January 26, 2019, at
his home in Glen
Allen, Va. from a
difficult struggle with
C.O.P.D. He was
born in Roanoke, Va.,
March 25, 1949, to
Ruth Ann Hendrickson and Emmett
Hancock Powell, deceased.
Mr. Powell grew up in Roanoke
participating in scouting and little
league sports and attending Roanoke
City Schools through his sophomore
year. He graduated from Augusta
Military Academy in 1967.
He then served as a medic in the
United States Army from 1968-1971.
Upon leaving the Army, he moved to
Richmond, Va. and attended V.C.U.
After marriage, he moved to Atlanta,
Ga. where he lived for more than thirty
years. While there he earned a degree
from Western Illinois University in
history by correspondence and worked
in an assortment of jobs including
social work for Head Start, the Census
Department, and surveying. In 1999,
Mr. Powell returned to Richmond where
he worked as a courier, a truck driver,
and a driver for Labor Finders taking
the workers to work until his retirement.
He was a faithful friend keeping up
with his childhood friends on a regular
basis, helping friends secure their
benefits, and helping friends to find

medical services. His interests were
photography, computers, genealogy,
women’s rights, civil rights, and Civil
War History. He was an avid reader
and faithful to his principles and beliefs.
Robert was a two-year cadet at AMA

Robert “Bob” Burl Walker, ‘75
Robert “Bob” Burl
Walker,
62,
of
Fayetteville,
NC
passed away at Cape
Fear Valley Medical
Center
Tuesday,
February 5, 2019. He
was the son of the
late Will and Virginia Walker of
Salisbury, North Carolina on November
8, 1956.
Bob never met a stranger and will be
missed by all who knew him. He served
in the military as a military police officer,
a bouncer at the former Flaming Mug,
and an over-the-road truck driver. He
enjoyed traveling and the opportunity
to meet new and exciting people.
Bob was also an active member of
the Combat Veterans Motorcycle
Association (CVMA).

Scott Saufley Leavel, ‘79
10/11/2018 who we know as Scottie,
leaves a legacy of love and integrity
with his family and those who knew
him. He has left behind wonderful
memories of a loving husband, father,
and grandfather. We are grateful for
each and every day we got to see
his glowing smile, and for the lessons
learned and all the adventures we
shared.
Scottie was born in Staunton, Va., on
June 22, 1960, along with his twin sister,
Tracy, to VP and Nan Leavel. Waiting
for the twins at home were 2 siblingsTighe & Porter. He attended Augusta
Military Academy in Fort Defiance, Va.,
and graduated from Martinsville High
School in 1979 to move to the Outer
Banks of NC.
Scottie was an avid outdoorsman,
in his leisure time, he could be found
hunting, fishing, golfing, surfing, or on
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his jet ski and boat. He enjoyed sitting
or walking on the beach with Julie, his
wife of 32 years. In the off season, they
would have Oyster Roasts, Fish Fry’s,
or just a burn barrel gathering. He loved
having people over and cooking!
Scottie and Julie started Scottie & Co.,
Inc in 1986 and have built many homes
and friendships throughout the years.
More importantly, Scottie has been
a devoted, patient and somewhat
unpredictable husband, a Boy Scout
Troop Leader, a tireless soccer coach,
steadfast fan of surf contests, and
eventually a very proud grandfather.
He was Julie’s sidekick in all she was
involved in the community especially
when she was the director of the
Eastern Surfing Association on the
OBX for many years.
On June 10, 2018, Scottie had a brain
tumor removed and was diagnosed
with GBM stage 4-Glioblastoma-one
of the most aggressive malignant
brain tumors. He had a difficult cancer
journey. He fought so hard to be
with Julie that on October 11, 2018,
Hurricane Michael and its fierce winds
moved him along on his next chapter
of life.
Scottie set an exemplary example as
a husband, father, and grandfather. He
was spiritually strong, compassionate
and had a clever sense of humor.
Above all, he loved and cherished his
family and friends.

Our ranks get smaller
and smaller each year.
The fewer of us
there are, the more
imperative that we
consider the future of
our organization and
the museum.
Every little bit you can
contribute in effort or
cash helps.

AMA made lifetime friends

Brett Thompson remembers his friend Bob Walker
I first met Bob as a young somewhat undisciplined
14-year-old at Augusta Military Academy. We were
in Band Co. and both played the trombone and both
freshmen. Bob had started the year before and was a
corporal, assistant squad leader. I was a new cadet.
A little about being a new cadet. It was not fun. We
were easily seen with blue name tags instead of
white and we could not put a dip in our overseas cap.
This made it easy for old cadets usually with rank to
pick us out. We had to walk the line when in barracks
(explain). We could not cut across the courtyard and
had to eat square meals among many other things.
Bob no longer had to do that. Some NCO’s and
officers made our lives a living hell while others took
it easy. Bob was the latter. Always pleasant and fair.
Military schools in those days were all cutting
corners to survive as the Vietnam
war even affected us and enrollment.
Trombones played the bass clef while
most of the rest played treble clef. We
did not have an instructor or teacher
so the band was on it’s own, We
were blessed with some very talented
musicians who would write the music
while the trombones were left to figure
it out. If you aren’t a music major,
transposing to bass clef is tough. There were four
trombones and only one who was not a new cadet.
Bob took the lead as we all worked together to get
the music right. To this day I know we had the best
version of the National Anthem with a great trombone
break in there. Thanks to Bob!

kept going on
and all of us
remember The
Bayonet issue,
our
school
n e w s l e t t e r,
letting us know
the
school
had
closed
midterm. All of
us wondered
what
would
happen next. Thanks to the Alumni Association and
sometimes a visit by a former cadet finding the school
closed, the association grew, and we continued to have
reunions. I found Bob again at least 22 years ago and as
usual, in Bob Walker style, it was as if we
never missed a day.

I will never
forget the man
who never met
a stranger.

He and I spent the next four years together, three
in band. We didn’t hang out much but were always
friends and never once had an issue. He was always
the low-keyed cadet and as a senior Master Sgt.
treated the lower class-men with respect. To this day,
I do not know anyone who says anything about Sgt.
Walker and the way he treated the cadets under his
watch.
On graduation day we stood on the front field, threw
our hats in the air and had no clue if we would ever
meet again. Some would go to college, some into
the military and others, found some kind of work they
loved. Some found their place in making the world
better and one of those was Bob Walker.
Thanks to our love for AMA, the Alumni Association

From that point on we kept in touch,
mostly by phone calls, many of which
were from a bored truck driver who
wanted to make his trip go a little faster
and catch up. So many times, I would
answer, and he would say, “Guess
who I ran in to?” Of course, I had no
clue, but he was going to let me know,
in great detail. It was always a cadet he
saw somewhere in his travels around the country.
The conversations with Bob were always a proud man
telling me about his job but mostly about the family he
was so proud of. Bernice’s job and how it was going,
Jennifer’s accomplishments through high school,
college and then to the good jobs she was getting after
graduating from college. Then there was William who I
always knew as WG… the little boy I met a few years
after Bob started to come to the reunions, some of which
were alone, driving the big rig. Bernice, Jennifer and
William would attend at times and as Jennifer got older,
it was William. A fun, happy little guy. As he grew older, I
would hear about what he was doing and of course, when
he went to technical school, Bob couldn’t be prouder. As
WG moved into the working world and would get jobs,
no matter what they were, Bob was proud of him. During
these phone calls with Bob he always asked about my
son and said to give him his best.
One day I got a call from Bob telling be he has skin
cancer, no big deal, “I’m going to take care of it.” It was
a roller coaster over the next years but we can all learn
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from Bob Walker, not once did he complain. Just like
his days at AMA when he was sent there by his aunt
and uncle from Falls Church, VA after the death of his
parents, just six months apart. Not once did he complain
or want pity.
As many of you know, Bob loved his motorcycle. He road
it to the reunion once many years ago and took my son
for his first ride on a Harley. Years later a group of alumni
who have motorcycles formed a group called the Roller
Riders, named after the founder of AMA. We would take
trips after our spring reunions, through VA, NC, WV, KY,
PA. Anywhere we could find good roads with minimal
interstate travel. The one year Bob was able to attend
a ride we went into NC and road a famous motorcycle
road, The Tail of The Dragon.

but I knew it was getting harder. The Roller Riders
pitched in to see to it that Bob and Bernice could
attend what might be his last reunion. It ended up
being his last reunion to a place he called home. A
place he loved and the men, who were once boys,
grew into manhood.

In closing I would like to share a few things his
brothers have said about Bob:
“I just saw your post on Bob Walker. It hurts to see him
this bad. Every once in a while 2 people will meet on FB
for the first time and really hit it off. I like to feel that Bob
and I had this type of friendship/relationship. We never met
but had promised to have a beer with each other one day.
He told me once that he looked forward to my posts and
I looked forward to his. I guess this won’t happen now. I
have been praying daily for Bob for almost a year. I have
several I pray for daily who has problems of some kind
and obviously he has some. To say I am sad today, is an
understatement. I was afraid this day would come just not
this soon.”
Brett Thompson, ‘75, Bob Walker, ‘75, and Henry Femrite,
72, pose for a photo in the Great Smokey Mountains.

We took this road with only a few at one time because it
has 318 curves in 11 miles. Some of the curves were so
tight the floor boards would scrape. Bob was pleased
that his scraped many times and with his loud pipes, no
one wanted to ride behind him. When he finished the
eleven miles, Lewie told him he was crazy, Bob said,
“You kept up with me so that makes us both crazy.”
Lewie later said, “I rode right be behind Bob on the
Dragon. Watched those floorboards throw sparks, and
smelled that gas coming from that old oil leaker.” We
would stay in mom and pop motels and motorcycle
campgrounds. I was Bob’s roommate on this trip. He
told me he snored. After the first night I told him, why
didn’t you tell me your snoring sounded like a Jake
break! He loved that trip and spoke of it to me again
when I visited him in early January.
AMA cadets take care of their own. Bob loved coming to
reunions but his battle with cancer ended his ability to
work. As usual, he never complained about his finances,

“They have shovelheads in Heaven!! Ride on my brother”
“Bob is a connector of people. And a persistent one at
that. There must be many of us that are in touch with each
other because of Bob. It’s obvious that he loves people
and especially his AMA brothers.”
“This is the way I remember Bob Walker. God bless you,
Bob. He’s stood a valiant and long battle with an evil enemy
and that makes him a Warrior Hero by my standard. This
makes me sadder than words can describe...”
“I love you Bob. You’re truly a wonderful friend. Your love
and kindness knew no end. And I myself knew how much
you loved your AMA brothers and me, your AMA sister.
Just want you to know how much you’re loved by us as
well.”
“May he rest in peace. Bob fought a long hard battle, and
showed us how much character and strength he had. He
will be missed. TAPS”

Bob is our friend, our brother. As we remember him,
we can all learn from his ability to always look for the
good in any situation and never complain. I as well as
you and his AMA brothers will miss him greatly, but I
will never forget the man who never met a stranger.
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Donor Recognition - Thank you!
We offer a very special thank you to this group
of contributors for their 2018 gifts totaling
$1,000 or more to AMA. We acknowledge their
leadership role in funding our operations.
John and Nancy Botcheller, Class of 1967
Bill McVey, Class of 1960
Mark Femtite and
The Mark Femrite Estate, Class of 1972
Robinson Overly, Class of 1962
Jeff Schroeder, Class of 1967
Gary Cripps, Class of 1971
Jorge Rovirosa, Class of 1970
Rufus Van Zant, Class of 1946
Karl Haleamau, Class of 1971
ALL Gifts to AMA are truly appreciated,
and we thank each of our donors who
gave as they were able in 2018.
Miller, Brian, Class of 1967
d'Orsay, B.J., Class of 1972
Arthur, John, Class of 1975
Toms, C.M. Jr., Class of 1967
Spencer Jr., Frank E., Class of 1943
Rovirosa, Jorge, Class of 1970
Snyder, Luke, Class of 1960
Syropoulos, Nick, Class of 1969
Schwartzman, Jack, Class of 1963
Travers, Scott, Class of 1970
Adams, Robert K, Class of 1963
Estate of Mickey Gordon,
by Freer, Rob Walker, Class of 1939
Fechheimer, Davis B., Class of 1960
Grover, Robert E., Class of 1976
Hart, Brian, Class of 1966
Moyka, Carlos, Class of 1961
Smith, Benjamin, Class of 1947
Sylvanus, Jim, Class of 1949
White, John T., Class of 1969
Sawyer Sr., Wayne C., Class of 1963
Bentley Jr., Philip A., Class of 1983
Granger, Garry, Class of 1971
Willey, Rod, Class of 1951
Rogerville, Ed, Class of 1976
Fretz, Donald, Class of 1948
Izenburg, Jerry, Class of 1948
Messick, Thomas R., Class of 1952
Hurme, Arthur, Class of 1961
Sullivan Mark A., Class of 1977
Winston, Charles M., Class of 1947
Saunders, Brenda,
wife of Goodloe, Class of 1957
Kennett, Lewie, Class of 1972
Solan, Margorie A.,
widow of "Boots", Class of 1943
Fermandez, Sergio, Class of 1956
Diamondstein, Alan, Class of 1948
Dolan, John D., Class of 1962
Kidd, Mike, Class of 1972
Raybin, David, Class of 1967

StephenTrent, Class of 1970
George Reaves, Class of 1969
Al Smith, Class of 1966
Tom Del Valle, Class of 1973
Albert “Buddy” Krise, Class of 1957
Jack S. Hodge, Class of 1951
Daniel "Bud" Oakey, Class of 1970
George Mineff Jr., Class of 1977
Doug Pennock, Class of 1972
William R. Johnston, Class of 1955
Blaine Clarke, Class of 1972
Basil Duncan, Class of 1964
Angus Hines, Class of 1942
Dennis McConnell, Class of 1966
Frank W. Roach, Class of 1969
B.J. d’Orsay, Class or 1970

Friends of Ben & Joyce Zinkhan, Class of 1960
Bradford, Bob, Class of 1950
De Ayora, Michael, Class of 1965
Mahone, Mrs. W.M., Class of 1942
Gravely, Stanley, Class of 1976
Cornett, John, Class of 1969
Crawford, James F., Class of 1961
Gaston, Mitch, Class of 1960
Hash, John D., Class of 1975
Karch, Paul, Class of 1979
McAllister, Howard, Class of 1956
McCabe, Brian, Class of 1972
Moll, John Morgan, Class of 1964
Morgal, Louis S., Class of 1973
Nicholson, Bruce, Class of 1962
Pine, Charles A., Class of 1949
Sexton, John, Class of 1960
Abel, Paula,
daughter of Paul Bailey, '1918, Class of 1918
Harris, Ronald, Class of 1966
Mackey, James, Class of 1944
Newton, Byrd, Class of 1962
Traylor, Steven M., Class of 1972
Atkinson, John, Class of 1960
Bair, John W., Class of 1953
Baldwin, Harry A., Class of 1972
Becker, Frank T., Class of 1965
Bennett, Linwood, Class of 1966
Bryan, W. Sturges, Class of 1958
Burgess, Charles E., Class of 1963
Caballero, Pablo, Class of 1951
Chapman, George, Class of 1950
Clegg, Sam, Class of 1960
Daniels, Betty and Stokes, Class of 1949
Davis, Edwin, Class of 1966
De Laura, Samuel C., Class of 1963
Fox, John J. Jr., Class of 1953
Funkhouser, Charles R., Class of 1959
Gum, Frank, Class of 1965
Hodges, Harry N. , Class of 1953
Hollomon, Mark, Class of 1968
Kissling, Kevin W., Class of 1962
Lane, William E, Class of 1968
Lappin, Robert S., Class of 1946
Lawrence, Bill, Class of 1961

Lentz, Edwin, Class of 1972
Lowenbach, Robert L., Class of 1953
Maske, Laurence, Class of 1980
McDonald, Stan, Class of 1972
McEwan, John S., Class of 1961
McGavock, James B., Class of 1946
McKnight, Ian, Class of 1970
Metz, Brenda, wife of Gordon Metz,
Class of 1968
Moyer, Ronald W., Class of 1958
Oliver, Carl R., Class of 1967
Ray, Edward J., Class of 1952
Schonborn Jr., Eduardo, Class of 1952
Sharlet, James S., Class of 1960
Smith Charles, Class of 1967
Spofford, Frank H., Class of 1966
Spriggs, Ronald T., Class of 1977
Trimble, David, Class of 1960
Turner, Halcott Mebane, Class of 1949
Vence, Jorge, Class of 1978
Veney, Ralph, Class of 1978
Vischer, F. Michael, Class of 1968
Wallace, D. H., Class of 1948
Womer, Frederick, Class of 1958
Wray, Kenneth, Class of 1951
Zinder, Mitchell, Class of 1966
Aronson, Marc, Class of 1968
Camper, Tom, Class of 1958
Canevet, John P., Class of 1963
Coleman, J. Gordon, Class of 1975
Crispen G.I., Class of 1948
Crum, Bruce, Class of 1973
Davis, James, Class of 1971
McCue, John C., Class of 1966
Miller, William H., Class of 1964
Rodgers, Steve, Class of 1957
Rulon, Hollis, Class of 1950
Sandridge, Cole, Class of 1952
Stump, Gregg, Class of 1965
Worley, James, Class of 1970
Kennedy, Thomas D., Class of 1974
Brooks, William, Class of 1962
Dean, James, Class of 1946
Moser, Nancy E.
wife of James F., Class of 1967

If you believe an error has been made concerning our acknowledgment of your contributions to
AMA, please contact the museum. Corrections will be published in this summer’s Bayonet.

Contributions by friends of AMA can be found on page 20.
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Memories discovered on Facebook

This photo, posted by Paul Taliaferro,
during a recent visit to the campus
sparked a series of comments and
replies on the Augusta Military
Academy Friends Facebook group.
With permission, what follows is a
transcript of that on-line conversation,
mostlyu between two former cadets
who went to AMA more than 10 years
apart. But the brotherhood transcends
time and space, as you’ll see below:
Jerry R McKown: Ohhhh, that takes
me back! Thank you for sharing.
I marched many a mile on that black
top with my M1! Lol. Also my 1st year
walking the walls at main barracks!
Haha...miss those days.
Paul Taliaferro: Also marching
with the M1 on the 1st stoop during

weather?
Jerry R McKown: Col. Livick would
just make me stand at attention
outside the office on the right so the
Guards on duty could keep an eye
on me. 6th grade! Lol. Just a kid
that wanted to play! The Colonel had
other ideas for my afternoons when I
messed up. Which being 11 or 12 at
the time It was quite often. Petty kid
stuff. But irritating just the same to the
upper classman and the Commandant.
Great times though.
Paul Taliaferro: sounds familiar!!
Jerry R McKown: 81 and 82. Last
year before it shut down. I began in
Charlie barracks “Davis Hall” I think
Col. Pinkerton or Pilkerton was or
Staff sgt and then promoted to platoon
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leader and ultimately getting Company
Commander. Then Sgt Meek moved
in and I went to Band company. We
didn’t get along very well. I was a pain
in his butt! Lol
Paul Taliaferro: 60-61 & half of 61-62
for me.
Paul Taliaferro: Gen. Roller was still
going strong then
Jerry R McKown: A bit before my life
began! Lol. Feb, 69. 50 next month.
Jerry R McKown: Wow! I only
knew his marker and stories. That
and Jr. Roller Rifles I was a member
along with my Band responsibilities
and fencing with Col. Hoover! 81
champions

Jerry R McKown: Paul has Col. Livick
ever passed or do you know. What
about Todd? He was my Battalion
Commander when I attended. His
senior year.
Paul Taliaferro: joined the band
second year, drum, and also fenced
under Hoover in “Hoover Hall”
Paul Taliaferro: Not sure of either

Jerry R McKown: lots of changes
from what I was told as a 1st year
cadet. They were alot more lenient
and tolerant of things. Population was
way down. The 3rd floor of main was
locked off. The school was in its final
stages and I think the faculty knew it
and let alot slide. Alot!!
Jerry R McKown: Yes I have been
there. I got my frame from there.

Jerry R McKown: I played the
xylophone and snare drum when
they needed a backup. I was playing
around on the piano in the gym one
day and the Band director, I can’t
remember his name. But he overheard
me and walked down and asked me
if I would be interested in joining the
band and playing this huge Xylophone.
2 sides and HUGE!! Lol. I marched in
the Staunton Christmas parade and
launched all 3 sticks I had and luckily
one of the drummers had like 100 of
em! Haha...funny! So cold. I couldn’t
hang on to them! Lol.

House!
Paul Taliaferro: It is a small world!
Love the Alamo & the food!
Jerry R McKown: I moved to West
Va on a business venture and ended
up getting MRSA that took my hearing
and my balance. Left me kinda stuck
here. But I met someone and had a
couple of terrific kids and now it’s just
me and my 2 boys. 6 and 11.
Both were oops. But good ones. I’m a
bit old to have 2 this young. My oldest
is 23.
Jerry R McKown: my son makes it.
He is their culinary delight! He is in
charge of the kitchen. Lol
Jerry R McKown: This is crazy! Such
a small world. AMA, Handley, James
Wood. Winchester. I wanna come
home!!
Dave Saslaw:

Jerry R McKown: You remember the
2 big old pine trees by the gym going
up the hill to the church?
Jerry R McKown: I spent most my
Saturdays in the top of the closest one
to the Gym! Hahaha. I was a monkey!
Paul Taliaferro: I played the Tomtoms in band second year and during
the Corp marches to the chow hall

Paul Taliaferro: Looks good!
Jerry R McKown: I love it! I had to
replace the glass. The pane they used
was very thin and it broke during a
move. 7 bucks and it was better then
new with a pane much thicker and can
take a little more stress.

Jerry R McKown: We would line
up on the blacktop and all would be
accounted for then they would dismiss
us for chow or we could go back to
our room. But lunch was a long way
off so I usually would inhale mine and
run back to my room and finish up
anything I needed to and then head
to class or whatever was on the board
that day.

Paul Taliaferro: You went to James
Wood?

Jerry R McKown: I need to go back
and visit. It’s been years!

Paul Taliaferro: I still live in
Winchester, moved here when I was
about 5 years old from Staunton. Went
to Handley, then joined the Air Force

Paul Taliaferro: that was a big change
‘walking’ to the chow hall
Paul Taliaferro: Have you visited the
museum in the old house?

Jerry R McKown: Yes I did. Class of
87. I lived in Winchester for about 26
years. Military brat. Dad was with the
Corp of Engineers middle East division
and his office moved from Riyadh,
Saudia Arabia to Winchester. Closer
to DC.

Jerry R McKown: I own a home in
Lake Holiday!! Small world. My son
works at the Alamo and my exwife
works at Hood! Yes she has my
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And guys....Col. and Mrs. Livick are
alive and well in Fort Defiance. Ya’ll
oughtta say hey. That pic is about ten
years old.
Paul Taliaferro: They look good
Jerry R McKown: Lol, he almost
looks the same as I remember him.
Just a bit more distinguished.
B.J. d’Orsay: Colonel Livick is alive
and well. He will be at the reunion in
April. Sounds to me like both of you
need to get to the Valley and catch up
with your memories.
Rex Rumley: Thank you Paul. Love
seeing pics of AMA
Paul Taliaferro: Glad you liked them,
they do bring back memories
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Mary Baldwin University’s
Virginia Womens Institute for Leadership

cadets will present the color guard during Friday
evening’s ceremony at the Frontier Culture Museum
and during Founder’s Day Their last appearance at an
AMA Reunion event was in 2002 when they provided
the color guard during lunch at the gym.
(Photo by Jorge Rovirosa)

Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership, VWIL, is Mary Baldwin
University’s ROTC Program.
Mary Baldwin University partners with Virginia Military Institute (VMI)
for ROTC classes. MBU’s ROTC units at VMI are the largest and best
in the country, offering more scholarships and more commissions than
most other college and university ROTC units. They have commissioned
officers in the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines.

Brigadier General Teresa “Terry” A.H.
Djuric (US Air Force, Retired)

Brig. Gen. Terry Djuric (USAF, Schools of the United States, Reserve
Retired) is the Commandant of the Officer Training Corps, VWIL alumnae)
Cadet Corps for the Virginia Women’s to garner and organize support for
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) at the program and assist in recruiting
Mary Baldwin University in Staunton, and retaining capable students. The
Virginia. General Djuric is responsible general maintains a close partnership
for the nation’s only all-female cadet with ROTC units for all service branches
at Virginia Military
corps
developing
“I’m
confident
I
have
Institute,
ensuring
leaders and citizens
of character; guiding the best job and the best students receive a
and training student Corps of Cadets. We’re coeducational military
leaders; and ensuring
leadership experience
small,
but
mighty.
”
that
complements
effective operations of
the Corps. The general
the
single-gender
provides vision, organization, direction, VWIL Corps of Cadets.
General
and oversight of VWIL, ensuring that all Djuric is responsible for creating
cadets have the opportunity to develop an environment in which students
leadership skills and understanding in can balance full participation in the
preparation for both military and civilian Corps with meaningful engagement
careers. General Djuric works with key within the college community through
external constituencies (including the athletics, student government, and
Association of Military Colleges and civic engagement.

