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"Having now finished the work assigned me, I retire from the 
great theatre of Action." 

 
-General Gorge Washington- 
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Chairman’s Notes 
 
 
 
 
July 1, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear fellow Alumni and Friends, 
  
I wish everyone a wonderful Independence day! 
July will be a very busy month for Trudy and me. 
We will be spending most of the month travelling to 
Tennessee, Virginia, Washington DC and North Carolina but 
in the middle of this three plus week trip, we plan on spending 
about a week in Staunton. 
Many members of the AMA Foundation Board of directors 
and several volunteer Alumni will be forming up in the Valley 
beginning Thursday afternoon July 14 through 16 for a three-
day visit that will consist of a very important Board meeting 
and a work weekend that entails the repair and heavy 
maintenance of several important line items which include the 
reconstruction of the museum front steps, the leveling of the 
museum back steps, *electrical repair work inside the house, 
power washing of all the sidewalks and paver bricks, power 
washing and stripping of paint and repainting the Howitzer 
among several other things. 
I don’t expect the weekend to be all work and no fun because 
there will be plenty of comradery, ribbing, good food and 
possibly a cigar and libations. (Off campus of course) 

 

 



I am very much looking forward to seeing my old friends and 
sharing time with them. Hopefully we will leave our old house 
in much better shape than we found it. 
I am certain that this will be the case! 
  
*Electric work will be done by Mike Kidd ‘72, Master 
Electrician. 
  
  
  
Team effort! 
 
 
  
Douglas W. Pennock 

Chairman 

AMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. 
 

Alumni Foundation Board 
Notes 

AMAAF Board meeting/work week-end 

The AMA Alumni Foundation Board will be holding our 
quarterly meeting at the museum on Friday July 15, 2022 
at 1030 hrs Eastern Standard Time. The meeting will be 
held at the Museum and will be an Executive session. 
The Board along with several volunteer Alumni will be 
having a general repair and maintenance day at the 
Museum on Saturday July 16. Work will commence at 
0900 hrs and may go on until the sun sets.   

 



 

 

Goodbye Ainsley! 
 

 
Ainsley Bloomfield has been with the museum since the Summer of 
2019. During her time with us, Ainsley has learned the history of the 
school and has a vast knowledge on the significant details of not only the 
school history but the history of the area during the school’s existence. 
 
She has written numerous alumni profile articles that have been 
published in the Bayonet. For each profile, Ainsley researched the 
alumni’s time as a cadet and conducted interviews.  
 
Ainsley also worked with Rich researching and compiling the new 
displayed timeline and spent many, many hours 
documenting the history of each challenge coin in our collection. 
We know have a comprehensive index of decades worth of Bayonets due 
to Ainsley’s dedication to this project. We can also thank her for the all 
the work that she spent compiling the list of faculty and staff since the 
beginning of AMA. Ainsley also used that compilation to try and locate as 



many living faculty and staff members so that they could be sent an 
invitation to the Reunion 2021 dinner in their honor. 
 
For any extra events that have been conducted at the museum, Ainsley 
has always willingly participated. These events would include Reunion 
Weekend, Fall and Spring Festival, Memorial Day and the Noble Legends 
Speaker Series. 
 
We all thank Ainsley for a terrific job as the AMA Museum’s Intern and 
wish her the best of luck, fair winds and fortune in her new job with an 
Accounting Company in Staunton and hope to see her at Reunion 2022! 
 
 
 
Doug Pennock 
Chairman AMAAF 

 

 

 

2022 AMA Sports Hall of Fame Inductees 
Announced 

  

SHOF Committee Chairman John Arthur ’75 has announced the names of 
this year’s inductees. The voting members of the committee are all current 
SHOF inductees. 



 
SPORTS HALL OF FAME VOTING MEMBERS 

 

• Mike Basto '63 
• Bruce Strange '72 
• Tom Del Valle '73 
• Larry Nicholson '75 
• Mal Livick, Jr. '75 

 
All three nominees received the votes required (four out of five YES votes) 
to be elected...all three received unanimous votes!!! They are: 
 

• Frank (Francis) Poplaski '65 (Baseball, Basketball & Football) 
• Wayne Trotter '70 (Football & Baseball) 
• Van Rametta ’70 (Rifle & Tennis)   

 
As such, they will now be designated as the AMA Sports Hall of Fame Class 
of 2022!! And they will be inducted into the SHOF during the 2022 annual 
reunion; specifically, during lunch on Saturday, 10 September. 

 

 

Frank Poplaski '65 
 

 

Wayne Trotter '70 
 

 

Van Rametta '70 
 

REUNION 2022 



September 9 - 11 
 

Honoring classes of: 

1947, 1952, 1957, 1962, 1967, 1972, 1977, 1982 
  

 

PLEASE REGISTER NOW! 
 

Many of you have made hotel reservations at our 
Headquarter Hotel, in fact, we have about used up our 
room allotment. 
There is a large gap between hotel reservations and 
actual Reunion 2022 registrations. This makes it very 
difficult for Amy and the Reunion Committee to set up all 
of the activities in terms of food and beverages. 
We would appreciate your prompt cooperation with this 
matter. 

 

 

 



Headquarter Hotel 

Hotel 24 South (Stonewall Jackson) 
 

Call 866-880-0024 or 540-885-4848 to make your 
reservations now and be sure to tell them that you are 
with the AMA group so that you get the Reunion group 
rate of $115.00 per night which includes covered parking. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Sold 
Out!! 

 
 
 

GUN 
RAFFLE 

2022 
 
 
 
 
It has been 
customary over the 
past few years that 
we raffle a firearm 
during Reunion 
Weekend. This has 

 

 

 

 



proven to be a terrific fundraiser and very popular 
with our Alumni. 
This year's raffle choice, is a Springfield 1903A1. 
The rifle is in perfect working order and was 
recently field tested and fired by our Collections 
Curator, Rich vanBreemen. This rifle is similar to 
the ones the Roller Rifles carried at all of their 
performances. 
 
 
 
 

1903 model Springfield bolt-action rifle, caliber .30 (30-06), with 
reproduction 1907 leather sling. It has a 4 groove barrel which is dated 

10-36 with little to no pitting. It is considered to be a “high number” rifle 
and bolt which eliminate the concern some people may have about 

early receiver issues. 
 

Total value of the weapon is roughly $1000 and will be considered NRA 
Very Good - Good condition at auction. 

 
The rifle will have a new leather sling. Also included, are a cleaning kit 

and manual placed inside the storage area in the butt. 
 

 

 

 



 

All 250 Raffle tickets have been 
sold out! 

 
 

The winning raffle number will be drawn at the 
Saturday evening Reunion event. You do not 

need to be present to win! 
 
You must be 21 years or older to participate in this raffle. 
This raffle is void where prohibited by law.  

 

 

 

 

 ATTENTION IN THE BARRACKS! 
 

 

Augusta Military Academy 

Legacy Preservation Corps 
 
 
 



AMA’s Legacy Preservation Corps 

 July 2022 

  
We’re approaching a year since this group was formed. It 
consists of offspring, friends and relatives of Augusta Military 
Academy, most anyone except an alumnus. 
These “Lovers of Augusta” were formed to maintain the 
Legacy of our beloved Academy, after alumni are gone. Their 
only requirement is to 

“K L A” …..     
 

Know AMA’s history  
Learn to give a Museum Tour   

Attend occasional meetings 

  
Ultimately it’ll be the responsibility of the Legacy 
Preservation Corps to be the “Keepers of our Stories” and 
maintain AMA’s Legacy 
 
If you have a relative or friend who “gets it” and understands 
the importance of Augusta Military Academy’s 
Legacy….please encourage them to join the Legacy 
Preservation Corps 
 
Contact Amy Hensley - museum@amaalumni.org 

or 540.248.3007 
 

Or … the L P C Chairman Jim Belcher 
Jr. jimbelcherjr@gmail.com  

 

mailto:museum@amaalumni.com
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The Museum of Augusta Military Academy 
 

PRESENTS 
 

-NOBLE LEGENDS- 
 
This months Noble Legends event was a resounding success! 
Approximately 30 people showed up to listen to Jim Belchers 
fascinating story about the US Navy's biggest disaster during 
WWII. The sinking of the USS Indianapolis and the incredible 
story of the few hundred sailors that survived. Jim's father was 
one of the survivors. 
Arrangements had to be made with the Pentecostal Church to 
use their meeting room in Hoover Hall because the group did 
not fit in the museum. 

 



 

 

James R. Belcher, Jr. 
Military Historian, Educator, Speaker of WWII History 

  
Jim Belcher Jr is a retired Director of Quality for military 
defense systems. He is an “Honorary Survivor of the USS 
Indianapolis” and an “Honorary Colonel 116th Infantry Regiment 
29th Division”. He served four years in the US Air Force at Hanscom 
AFB, MA, in Systems Command R&D. Jim teaches and speaks 
frequently at DOD and veterans’ events, public & private schools, 
universities and defense contractor facilities. He has authored 
numerous magazine articles, a book chapter, hosted a newspaper 
column and appeared in international history documentaries, 
YouTube videos, radio and news stories. He hosts two Facebook 
history education groups...WWII History School & Public 



Presentations, and USS Indianapolis CA-35 Artifacts, Memorabilia 
and Collectibles. 
  
As a public speaker and educator, Jim presents a deeply emotional 
and thought-provoking introspection of history. His family 
background, life experiences and passion for complete history 
provide for an eye-opening perspective of the events and impacts of 
WWII on life in these United States. His stories are of honor, 
respect, pride, integrity, perseverance, tolerance, forgiveness and 
legacy. His unique two-sided perspective of WWII in the Pacific is 
insightful. He initiated the USS Indianapolis Legacy Organization 

 
www.ussindianapolis.com 

  
Jim was a dual citizen at birth, born at Yokosuka Naval Hospital, 
Japan, the oldest son of retired US Navy Chief Petty Officer James 
Belcher of Abbeville, Alabama, and Toyoko Inoue of Sasebo, 
Japan. His father was one of 1195 men on the final voyage of the 
famous but ill-fated WWII heavy cruiser USS Indianapolis. Chief 
Belcher served in WWII, Korea and Vietnam, retired in 1969 and 
passed away 3 May 2001. Jim’s mother is a WWII survivor and war 
bride, his grandfather a Nagasaki bomb survivor and uncle a 
sergeant in the Imperial Japanese Army. Jim is the only Japanese-
born son of a USS Indianapolis Survivor. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Arthur AMA'75 was in the 
audience 
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Augusta Military Academy 

SNIPPETS FROM OUR ARCHIVES 
 

Editor's Note: 
The AMA Museum collection includes thousands of documents that were originally kept 
in files which were found some years after the school closed. The files were discovered 
in the barracks basement where the old armory was housed. Over the years, volunteers 
and Museum staff have gone through most of the old files and all of the documents that 
were found to be of historical significance were saved and cataloged. 
Having read hundreds of these documents myself, I was amazed at how much insight 
they give regarding the day-to-day life of AMA back in the day before internet, 
computers, TV and any other means of transferring information rapidly existed. 
When I studied the handwritten and typed letters, I realized that our grandparents and 
great grandparents were vastly more capable of putting together huge amounts of 
information in a classical, graceful and punctual manner in a single one page letter than 
most of us are today! This wonderful talent and style has mostly been lost due to what 
we refer to as "progress". 
I hope you enjoy reading these interesting snippets from our schools past. 
DWP 
 

 
 

Archive or Trash? 

 
By: Rich vanBreemen 

           One of the things the museum has a plethora of are old 
documents and assorted literature. When it comes to cataloging them, 
the standard practice is to file them in chronological order. This works 
well in regards to keeping, “Everything in its place and every place has 
a thing.” However, this is not very helpful when it comes to the actual 
content of those artifacts. 
           In past articles, we have examined a number of documents 
which came across my desk in one form or another. To be honest, this 
is a very haphazard process and up until this month, I have been lucky 
to find material. This month was coming up snake eyes and I went into 
the museum yesterday to admit defeat to Amy. 



           Before I had a chance to bring the subject up, Chris asked me to 
look over a large collection of files that had been stuffed into a file 
cabinet but never cataloged, let alone reviewed. EUREKA!!!! What he 
had found was curator gold! It will also be the subject for the next 
several articles in this area. 
           Ensconced in the plain manila folders are hundreds of 
newspaper clippings, copies of official documents, death certificates, 
school reports, etc. NOTE: everything I have seen thus far are COPIES 
of documents and not the originals – if that were the case, the handling 
of them would take a different direction. No, instead of dealing with 
original historical documents, I now have a treasure trove of historical 
DATA! From my perspective, this is probably even more important 
(see my other article). 
           Have you ever wondered what really happened when the school 
closed? What are the details behind the “Moore’s debacle”? What 
items went at auction and to who? More Roller family history is 
explained as a part of this find. These are a few of the things I have 
seen thus far and I’m sure there will be more. 
           So, for this month, I will leave you with a hint of upcoming 
articles. I hope it intrigues you enough to keep you coming back. I will 
be soliciting information from some of you as the investigation goes 
on, so consider yourself warned. 
  
 
 
 
Rich vanBreemen 
AMA Museum Curator 

  

  
 
 

MUSEU
M 



 

 

FEED THE BARRACKS!! 
 

 
Please remember that a monthly pledge 
from everyone that reads this newsletter 
means that the future of the Museum will 

be assured. 
 
 
 

SET UP YOUR MONTHLY DONATION 
HERE 

  

DOCENT 
DUTY 

 
 
 

THANK 
YOU! 

 
To those who 
volunteered in 

June 
 
 
 
 

John Arthur '75 
Steve Trent '70 
Victor Gomez 

'69 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Visitors in 
June 

 
137 

 
 

Museum 
Volunteer's 

 
We really need 

Volunteer Docents! 
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Please sign up by 
calling Chris at the 

museum. 
 
  

 



 

 



Purchasing a Paver Brick allows you to 
recognize anyone that had a positive impact on 

you while attending AMA 
 

All Paver Bricks are placed in a permanent location along 
the sidewalk running East of the Museum 

 
Visit the Brick virtual map HERE 

 
 

Please order yours TODAY! 
Brick Order Form 

  
 

You may order these and many more 
items at the PX online 

 
HERE 

 
Or, you can call the museum (540-428-3007). 
The best way to pick up an AMA memento is in 
person at the AMA Museum! 
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-New- 
Car Windshield Sun Protector 

 



 

 

AMA Blanket at the PX 
 
We all remember our AMA blanket. It kept us warm and it was a 
little bit scratchy. This new version is even warmer and softer 

than a newborn baby's gluteus maximus! 
 

 

 

Painless Giving 

Imagine if you could send the 
AMA Foundation a little bit of 
money every time you bought 
something on Amazon. YOU 
CAN if you sign up to Amazon 
Smile. You are going to buy 
stuff anyway, why not allow 
Amazon to help the Museum? 

 



 
Doug Pennock's Viewpoint 

 
 

July 1, 2022 
 

 
 
Dear Readers, 
  
As the summer heats up I am looking forward to our long driving 
vacation trip through three states that may possibly be where Trudy and 
I relocate to after our upcoming retirement. 
I (we) am excited about the trip, since neither of us can recall when if 
ever we took a three-week trip away from Puerto Rico. We are also a bit 
tentative because this trip may be the genesis of a total and complete 
shakeup of what has been our normal for many generations. 
The fact that our economy is experiencing the worst inflation in 40 years, 
gasoline prices are at their highest level ever, (I paid $5.08 a gallon for 
regular today) along with a huge spike in the cost of food and services 
add to the pressure of our decision making. 
Nevertheless, we will more than likely return home in late July with 
wonderful and somber memories of seeing old friends, saying my final 
farewell to an old friend, meeting new friends, visiting old familiar places 
and discovering new and amazing places as we drive the back roads of 
Eastern Tennessee, Virginia and North Carolina.  
As always, I will be spending some time at Ft. Defiance, a tiny spot on 
this planet that is very near to my heart. Our museum is in need of a 
little TLC and I am thrilled that my call to help perform and complete all 
of the work the old house needs has been answered by so many of my 
brother Foundation Board members and Alumni Volunteers! 
We will take many pictures and share them with you next time… 
  

 

 

 

 



Doug out 
 
Editor’s Note: 
The following expressions are mine alone. I look forward to your feedback. You may contact me directly at:  
chairman.amafoundation@amaalumni.org 

 

 

 

 

From the Administrators Desk 
July 1, 2022 

 
  

Remembering why we are here…. 
 

Have you ever walked into a room and wondered why you did? I can say I 
do that all the time! I retrace my steps and then it hits me, now I 
remember! 
When you retrace all the steps in your life trying to recall how you got 
where you are today, does AMA play a part in the journey? I have heard 
many stories from alumni who have said that they would not be where 
they are today without having attended Augusta Military Academy. Some 
on the outside may ask how can that be? It was just a school, just high 
school. You all know that is just not the case and AMA to you was far more 
than JUST A SCHOOL. For each of you AMA has played a part in who you 

mailto:chairman.amafoundation@amaalumni.org


are today. For some it was the structure, the sports, the academics, ROTC 
or the faculty and staff. There was a core set of values that was taught 
here at the school and through those values many fine men left these 
grounds better because of their time spent as a cadet.  
When tours are given at the museum, the docent doesn’t recite the 
regular script, they of course share the history of how AMA came to be but 
they go further. Visitors learn about the Roller Rifles, Band Company and 
all of the athletic teams. The dances and the Cavalry and even some of the 
mischief the cadets would get into from time to time.  
Augusta Military Academy may not weigh on your minds on a daily basis 
and you may even have forgotten a lot of the time when you were here 
but we have not forgotten you! We share every piece of the wonderful 
history and all the fantastic stories of AMA with all who walk through our 
front door at the museum.  
Is there a story you would like to tell us about? Please share it with 
us. Send an email or make a phone call or drop us a letter. We want to tell 
all we can to those who come to listen! 
If you would like to volunteer to docent, please contact Chris at the 
museum. We would love to have you come. If your schedule doesn’t allow 
or if the distance is too far, you can always give support by signing up to 
be a monthly contributor or even by a one-time gift. Your support helps 
keep all the history and wonderful stories alive! 
The Museum of Augusta Military Academy was just bestowed two awards! 
We were voted BEST MUSEUM and BEST ATTRACTION. We would not 
have been able to achieve this without the support of our alumni. From 
the entire staff, THANK YOU! 
On June 15, 2022 we had our 3rd speaker in our Noble Legends 
series. Mr. Jim Belcher presented the history of the USS INDIANAPOLIS and 
the story of the survivors. Jim’s father was one of the 316 that were 
rescued and Jim gave an awesome presentation. Thank you to all who 
attended and THANK YOU to Steve Trent `70 and John Arthur `75 making 
the trip to be here, your support is greatly appreciated! 
Our intern, Ainsley Bloomfield will be leaving us as of June 
30. Ainsley has finished her college studies and has accepted a 
position with a tax and accounting firm in Staunton. Ainsley has 
been a wonderful part of our staff and we will miss her. Thank you, 



Ainsley for all your hard work and for becoming a part of the AMA 
family. On behalf of the entire staff, I wish you the best of luck and 
ask that you please don’t be a stranger! Come see us often! 
The museum staff and I would like to extend congratulations to the 
following gentlemen who will inducted into the Sports Hall of Fame 
during Reunion 2022.  
 

• Frank (Francis) Poplaski `65 (Baseball, Basketball and Football) 
• Wayne Trotter `70 (Football and Baseball) 
• Van Rametta `70 (Rifle and Tennis) 

 
Congratulations Gentlemen!I would like to wish everyone a safe and 
wonderful FOURTH OF JULY as we celebrate the birthday of our great 
country! HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA 
Best Wishes to you all! 
 
 
Amy Hensley 
Administrative Director 
The Museum of Augusta Military Academy  
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History Merry Go Round 

by: Rich vanBreemen 
 

We soon will be celebrating the Colonies’ Independence Day – or as 
the British call it, “That Traitorous Insurrection”. I guess if you win, its 
good, but if not (AKA Jan 6th) it’s bad. But I digress. If you visit the 
museum, you will find a neat TIMELINE hanging prominently in the 
display room outside of the Sinks. It depicts what most people think of 
when they think “history”; a linear progression of historical 
events. And strictly speaking, they are correct. Historical EVENTS do 
happen in a certain order. However, historical DATA is more like a 
Kudzu vine -it twists and doubles back on itself in many unpredictable 
ways. 
A prime example of such a case is this month’s NOBEL LEGENDS guest 
speaker, Doug Phillips of Dynamic Aviation in Bridgewater, VA. Mr. 
Phillips is the VP of Operations and also Public Relations. He has agreed 
to give a presentation his company’s monumental task of restoring 
COLUBINE II, a Super constellation aircraft, which under President 
Eisenhower was the first official AIR FORCE ONE. I don’t want to steal 
his thunder so come to the presentation to get the details. I will tell 



you this (as mentioned in Jim Belcher’s Nobel Legends presentation), 
prior to Eisenhower, all US Presidents would travel any distance by 
train of naval ship. So that Super Connie is very special. 
But what does Eisenhower’s plane and AMA have to do with each 
other? Follow along and try to keep up. As the 34th President of the 
USA, Dwight (he said I could call him that) accomplished sooooo 
much. He was universally well liked and thought of as a good and fair 
President; after all, he was the HERO of the European war. He, along 
with Douglas Mac Arthur were almost considered ‘gods” (of course 
Mac Arthur thought he WAS an actual god, but again I 
digress). However, the truth is, everyone answers to someone and 
during WW2, both of these leaders answered to another great man – 
George C. Marshall. Confused yet? Hang on – I got more. 
George C. Marshall is an incredible study in his own right, but for the 
sake of this article, the main thing you need to know is that while 
George was a student at VMI, his roommate, and one of his best 
friends, was our very own Charles Summerville Roller Jr. The two men 
remained good friends throughout their lives even if George’s train 
took him higher and farther than Charles could have ever 
imagined. Remember that Dwight adored George Marshall – this 
comes into play later. When Dwight was leaving his office, he decided 
to take a round about trip and visit places of interest to him – one of 
which was his mother’s recently restored home in …… Ft. Defiance, VA. 
So, Dwight is standing in the parlor of his mother’s restored home and 
Charles is there with his wife – who worked on the restoration 
committee – bending Dwight’s ear about his great military school right 
around the corner and would he PLEASE come visit? It was not on the 
schedule of events – he was scheduled to speak at SMA (gulp) and visit 
Staunton. So why would the President of the USA alter his hectic plans 
to placate a relatively minor player at a military school? Could it have 
been a casual mention of his friendship to G.C. Marshall? No one 
knows for certain, but it certainly is plausible. 



General roller had another “ace up his sleeve” if that wasn’t 
enough. Dwight’s mother’s maiden name was Ida Stover – and it just 
so happened that her older brother, J. Worth Stover had been a 
student of Professor Roller from 1866 till graduation in 1872! Dwight 
was too much of a good guy to let all of those coincidences just go by 
unattended. 
So, to appease the gods, President Eisenhower’s motorcade made a 
slow-moving pass around the AMA bowl and past the Corps of Cadets 
in formation before the big barracks. The timeline simply says, 
Eisenhower visits AMA, 1961. While technically true – it doesn’t come 
close to telling the REST OF THE STORY (I couldn’t resist). 
So, when you think you know the “history” of AMA, you may want to 
step back for a moment and ask yourself, “Do you REALLY know the 
history?” Odds are you know the timeline part, but are lacking on the 
back story. I would HIGHLY recommend you spend a little time with 
our own Chris Correa – he has become the de-facto expert on knowing 
where the skeletons are buried and who put them there. Unraveling 
the historical DATA is so much more rewarding than just knowing the 
historical facts. Come by and dig in – you may find yourself a new 
hobby. 

 
 
Rich vanBreemen 
Museum Curator  
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MISSION STATEMENT "To preserve the traditions of the Augusta Military Academy and to 
honor the memory of the life and times of its alumni, faculty, staff, and supporting families 
through permanent and temporary exhibits and diligent conservation the museum's 
collections of artifacts, archives and photographs." 
The AMA MUSEUM is operated by the AMA Alumni Foundation, which is a 501(c)3, non-
profit organization. The museum is manned by former cadets and faculty members, who 
volunteer their time and talent. Funding for the museum is totally dependent on tax-
exempt financial gifts and donations made by the alumni, former faculty, and friends of 
Augusta Military Academy, as well as the community and visitors to the museum. 

 

Augusta Military Academy Museum | 540-248-3007 | Museum@AMAalumni.org | http://www.amaalumni.org 
1640 Lee Highway 

P.O. Box 101 
Fort Defiance, VA 24437 
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