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" It is so very hard to get anything done, and while all wish well and mean
well, it is so different to get them to act energetically and promptly..."

-Robert Edward Lee-




Chairman’s Note

June 1, 2021

Dear readers,

Summer is a few weeks away and we are all making plans to get away
from our COVID hibernation. We can finally see the tapering off of the
pandemic and life is slowly returning to normal.

The AMA Alumni Foundation has never taken a “pandemic break” and we
continue to work hard to make our museum a better place for visitors to
enjoy, we are reaching out to the community with our monthly Noble
Legends speaking events, and a public celebration of Memorial Day. That
is just for starters. Garry Granger’s Public Relations Committee along with
Amy and our Museum team have many more events lined up to happen
on campus for the entire summer! You may call the museum to have
someone fill you in on the time and dates for all the upcoming events.

In June, we will begin ramping up the many moving parts that lead up to
Reunion 2021. Jorge Rovirosa’s Reunion Support Committee has done an
amazing job of planning this year’s reunion. Considering that it will be
nearly two and a half years since our last Reunion, | expect a robust
turnout. The fact that our Headquarter's Hotel sold out of rooms for the
week end 5 months out is a strong indicator that Reunion 2021 will be a
great success!

There are still rooms available at other hotels in Staunton, so please make
your reservations now, before they run out...

| have made some adjustments and new additions in this years Committee
rosters and | look forward to having even better participation and
outcomes over the next 10 months.

Please see the new committee roster below.



Team effort!

Douglas W. Pennock
Chairman
AMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.
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AMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION BOARD of DIRECTORS

Committee’s and Members
2021 to 2022

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Douglas Pennock * (Chairman)
Tom Del Valle (Vice-Chairman)
John Arthur (Secretary)
Gary Cripps (Treasurer)

REUNION SUPPORT COMMITTEE

Jorge Rovirosa - Chair
Garry Granger
Steve Trent
Don Studer**
Amy Hensley**
Rich vanBreemen**

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Gary Cripps - Chair
Jorge Rovirosa
Jeff Schroeder **




SPORTS HALL OF FAME SELECTION
COMMITTEE

John Arthur - Chair
Tom Del Valle

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

Tom Del Valle - Chair
Warren Fleming **
Mickey Toms **
Jackson Prentice **

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE (AWOL Cadets)

Larry Nicholson - Chair
Frank Williamson
Victor Gomez**
Jim Belcher, Jr. **
Chris Correa **

ELECTION COMMITTEE

John Arthur - Chair
Frank Williamson
Gordon Metz

PUBLIC RELATIONS (PR) COMMITTEE

Garry Granger - Chair
B.J. D’Orsay
Amy Hensley**

MUSEUM MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE

Brett Thompson - Chair **
Rich vanBreemen **
Ed Rogerville
Don Studer**




PX / ONLINE STORE COMMITTEE

Mike Basto - Chair**
John Arthur
Steve Trent

Amy Hensley **
Chris Correa **

Note 1: * Ex officio member of all committee's
Note 2: ** Non-Board member
Note 3: Designates new to the
committee

AMA FOUNDATION NEWS
June - 2021

Memorial Day 2021 was observed at the AMA Museum on Monday
May 31.




Rich vanBreemen was the Master of Ceremony and after welcoming
the folks that were gathered to witness the ceremony, he read Jim
Hash's '72 toast to honor all of the men and women that have served
in the military and have made the supreme sacrifice to protect
freedom and our great country.
Taps was played and a Roller Rifle Il uniformed Brett Thompson
fired a single round from the old .12 gauge cannon that has caught
so many people off guard over the years.
Thank you to Amy, Rich, Chris and Ainsley for helping to organize
this most important tribute to honor our fallen sons and daughters
that wore the cloth of our Military.

Watch Here

"



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001isSTZVK2gmrirGuw72SDaQh4X3gnEj_cU0SJG7aM0LQDeTDNQNO9xXf1Qvh2Z1u8Bcch-FAaqENAUsa22G45iEFaEJ3RCii0uhFeVFxOVjv87RfdJxFl0-2uDrgGSsi4JCWWndUYqyxyCHXVJWIHeA==&c=b-ZZIlbM1SYI0z3CrSqrIrvXg01GniSJVv2DDmsHWBvlKEOqN6uPiA==&ch=fo0yZf-4DZAMVn2M_t2Ain_7OTVPYsLUhL3nbludhNXikALQbRACxg==&jrc=1

Noble Legends

Our Noble Legends monthly speaker presentation kicked off with a
fascinating presentation by Mr. Jim Belcher who's father was one of
the few survivors of the USS Independence sinking at the end of
WWIL.

The Noble Legends speaking tour will continue throughout the
summer.

PX Sales

A big shout out to Amy and the Museum team for revitalizing the PX
with new inventory and a much improved display of the
merchandise. PX sales for the month of May was about $800! Much
better than the average monthly sales of about $100 in 2020 and
before COVID.




Register early for the September 17-18
Reunion!

The earlier everyone registers, the sooner the Reunion
Committee can plan for all of the catering needs!

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001isSTZVK2gmrirGuw72SDaQh4X3gnEj_cU0SJG7aM0LQDeTDNQNO9xW7pAj4-VBx-z7l7espMi9RmCzBqBOkvS6mOrSwarXGkOlia07cUOT4GZnijxkQ7KWqBIvFR-UBeaEp-KRLsUO4bxFiYNGa2E8p_IQ95JDn3&c=b-ZZIlbM1SYI0z3CrSqrIrvXg01GniSJVv2DDmsHWBvlKEOqN6uPiA==&ch=fo0yZf-4DZAMVn2M_t2Ain_7OTVPYsLUhL3nbludhNXikALQbRACxg==&jrc=1




@ ., ,STRA PER ASPER/

& —
1865 - 1884
iediiind

Tickets for a chance to win this engraved Rock Island Armory
1911 .45 ACP pistol are on sale now!

Ticket cost are $25.00 or
5 tickets for $100.00

You may purchase tickets by contacting the Museum at 540-248-
3007 or

The winning raffle number will be drawn at the Saturday evening
Reunion event. You do not need to be present to win!



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001isSTZVK2gmrirGuw72SDaQh4X3gnEj_cU0SJG7aM0LQDeTDNQNO9xe_mER0eTY35pChCzXQ2SJpEQMEZdMsCLH7SQgiKA59SNRZ8r24AGpaKi29QmH2I8b3B2yiknYvKinjIp8TZ-JRjPJPcLuhtSdTCfbmCC0P9F6CzRLB7heQ=&c=b-ZZIlbM1SYI0z3CrSqrIrvXg01GniSJVv2DDmsHWBvlKEOqN6uPiA==&ch=fo0yZf-4DZAMVn2M_t2Ain_7OTVPYsLUhL3nbludhNXikALQbRACxg==&jrc=1

AUGUSTA MILITARY ACADEMY




Who is your ONE?




Reach out to an old classmate, roommate or teammate
today! Challange them to attend Reunion 2021 in
September!

The Ladies of AMA have been activated!!

Trudy Pennock, Doug '72
Kiki Rovirosa, Jorge '70
Becky Granger, Garry ‘71

The May meeting of the ladies of AMA has been re-
scheduled for the month of June. Let us know if you
want to be included by sending your email address to
Trudy Pennock at trudypennock@yahoo.com. Once the



mailto:trudypennock@yahoo.com

date for June has been confirmed she will send out the
invites to the meeting.

Augusta Military Academy Oral
History
MEMORIES FROM OUR ARCHIVES

Jim Atchison, ‘73

January 9, 2002

| have a few minutes while I'm away from
home tonight, traveling in Northern Michigan. It is truly beautiful up
here and | encourage all who get the opportunity to visit our great
State in any of the four seasons we enjoy. It's my understanding that
some people never experience all the seasons. The things that stick
out most about my almost four years at “Camp Augusta” border on
the mischievous. | remember the times we would sneak out of the
barracks and walk the tracks down to Verona to the Drive-In and
watch whatever was showing. We did this a number of times and
never got caught. | remember one time on the way back we passed
the Holsum Bakery as they were loading the trucks for delivery -- the
smell of fresh baked pies overwhelmed us and we felt it was our
duty to abscond with a few trays for our friends back at school.
There were also the school rock ‘n roll bands and the talent shows,
which never ceased to amaze me. There was a ton of talent in that
school albeit some misguided, but none the less plenty, of it. It was
at A.M.A. that | picked up my appreciation for music, as well as




many other art forms. The Instructors were not only educators in
their specific field, but shared their knowledge of life. | remember
sitting in Military class and disassembling the rifles and pistols,
always waiting for the spring to shoot out of the 45 and fly to the
ceiling on some poor New Cadet. The times we flipped the bolt lock
on the 03’s and watched someone send there bolt flying down the
formation during our Gl inspections. Needless to say | spent a good
portion of my spare time on the blacktop. As a member of the Roller
Rifles | remember marching in The Tobacco Festival parade in
Richmond, wondering why the hell we were still in wool pants --
that’'s when | was first introduced to the freedom of boxers. We also
marched at halftimes of the Squires basketball games, both in
Richmond and Hampton Roads at which four of us marched to the
middle of the circle and threw our rifles back and forth between each
other. | can’t recall who the other three were -- | think Jeff Van Horn
may have been one. Dr. J. was just a kid with a big fro and red
shoes back then... These memories just can’t be replaced! | haven’t
many regrets in my life, but if | were to single out one thing, it would
have to be pulling out of A.M.A. my Senior year with two months left,
to come home and graduate with my friends. | would like to express
my gratitude to the people that were so instrumental in getting this
Website up so that | had the opportunity to get back in touch with my
old classmates and friends. | am looking forward to coming back for
the reunion this year and trying to give back some of what was given
to me.



-ALL OARS IN-

Please remember that a monthly pledge
from everyone that reads this newsletter
means that the future of the "Bayonet"
and the Museum will be assured.

SET UP YOUR MONTHLY DONATION HERE

DOCENT
DuUTY

THANK
YOU!

To those who
volunteered in
May

Brian Miller '67
Charlie Pascale
'69

Visitors in
April

51

Museum
Yolunteer's

We really need
Volunteer Docents!
Please sign up by



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001isSTZVK2gmrirGuw72SDaQh4X3gnEj_cU0SJG7aM0LQDeTDNQNO9xZS-sv_2dQtGl1K7qdMCiXytZ9zqZy0sc7WMxd_w43LDYd-n28-n6x6B8Gv9NEY7zglToUt6zlMje4LwtJI50GbkO4nIx_kjBHLv9k_4hTgo&c=b-ZZIlbM1SYI0z3CrSqrIrvXg01GniSJVv2DDmsHWBvlKEOqN6uPiA==&ch=fo0yZf-4DZAMVn2M_t2Ain_7OTVPYsLUhL3nbludhNXikALQbRACxg==&jrc=1

calling Chris at the
museum.




Paver Order Form
Options:
4" x 8” ~ 3 lines of 20 characters each - $50
8" x 8" ~ 6 lines of 20 characters each - $100
8" x 8" ~ 3-6 lines of 20 characters plus graphic - $225
*number of lines depends on size of graphic
Left: example of 8 x 8 with graphic and three lines of text.

Fill in the blanks below. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY! Only one paver per
order form. Print additional copies for additional pavers. When you buya
paver, you SUPPORT AMA'S ALUMNI FOUNDATION.

Your Name : Class, if any:
Address: City, State, Zip:
Phone: { ) - Email:
WHAT SIZE PAVER DO YOU WANT? 4" x 8" -$50
8” x 8" -$100
Punctuation marks and 8" x 8" with graphic - $225
spaces count as characters! graphic at top or bottom

* contact musaum for custom size and placement of graphic, additional charges may apply
Please PRINT below what you want on your engraved brick:

Line 6:

Mail form to: AMA Museum, PO BOX 100, FORT DEFIANCE, VA 24437
Include check or money order made payable to AMA Alumni Foundation
OR call the museum at (540) 248-3007 with your credit card information
OR emall form to museum@AMAalumni.org, then call with payment Information
OR call the museum to place your paver order over the phone.

AMA ROLLER RIDERS ROLLER RIFLES




Paver Brick's were the most profitable single
item sold at the Museum in 2020!

Please order yours TODAY!

Brick Order Form



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001isSTZVK2gmrirGuw72SDaQh4X3gnEj_cU0SJG7aM0LQDeTDNQNO9xZS-sv_2dQtGV5NXv2sJxxSXcRd5rmCTUYexDIY9G1ybPUX0bOvJCj3vyCd0v7AFKIbiPBZ2n0-18iUPXaiyHIglf1OyT4t0ha1TYXP4yifemH6bZrfOFe6xfSU2IyQMNSZgcvNQ4xHJ5y6LpMsThuE=&c=b-ZZIlbM1SYI0z3CrSqrIrvXg01GniSJVv2DDmsHWBvlKEOqN6uPiA==&ch=fo0yZf-4DZAMVn2M_t2Ain_7OTVPYsLUhL3nbludhNXikALQbRACxg==&jrc=1
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001isSTZVK2gmrirGuw72SDaQh4X3gnEj_cU0SJG7aM0LQDeTDNQNO9xbxrejI1UhBGeTC9V6LmeELqQTgs41sorlOJRsPW2IMWRk8zLYqyH_SJBZVSoNjgOj1Wu7FmTsf4iyGyDr4bDoaho1i1w-KUkQ==&c=b-ZZIlbM1SYI0z3CrSqrIrvXg01GniSJVv2DDmsHWBvlKEOqN6uPiA==&ch=fo0yZf-4DZAMVn2M_t2Ain_7OTVPYsLUhL3nbludhNXikALQbRACxg==&jrc=1

amazonsmile Painless Giving

You shop. Amazon gives.




Doug Pennock's Viewpoint
June 2021

Dear fellow Alumni and friends,

When | sat down in front of my computer to write this month’s Doug's
Viewpoint, | realized that this will be my 50" Museum Newsletter. It
seems that only 49 months have passed since | decided to make this
humble periodical my way of letting all of you AMA brothers and our
friends to look through a window which shows what the Alumni
Foundation is working on and planning.

| sometimes feel that when | send out the monthly e-mail blast that
nobody reads it or really cares what | am attempting to share. But once a
month, shortly after | hit SEND, | will usually get 1 or 2 responses praising
and sometimes criticizing me which leads me to believe that of the
nearly 900 e-mails | send, someone is actually reading it! That is good
enough for me.

| have read way too many AMA Alumnus obituaries this past 5 months,
which brings into clear focus that our brotherhood is steadily diminishing
in numbers. | have said this before and | will repeat it once again today,
if you have ever wondered what has become of your old AMA roommate
or teammate, pick up the phone and call the museum. Amy, Rich, Chris
and Ansley will be happy to research his whereabouts and will give you a
contact telephone or e-mail if one is available.

Call him and | promise that you will probably make his day! Probably
yours also....

Doug out.



Ad Astra Per Aspera!

Editor’s Note:
The following expressions are mine alone. | look forward to your feedback. You may contact me directly at:

chairman.amafoundation@amaalumni.org

From the Administrators Desk
June 1, 2021

Hello!

We have had a very busy month at the Museum. We have had many
visitors touring and all were very impressed with our displays and the
history each exhibit tells.

Wednesday May 19 was the first of our Noble Legends speaker series. Jim
Belcher, whose father was one of the 316 survivors of the USS
Indianapolis. Jim shared his father’s story of what happened on July 30,
1945. The speaker series will run through August and is scheduled for the
third Wednesday of the month. Our next speaker will be Tom Beam on
June 16.



mailto:chairman.amafoundation@amaalumni.org

Monday, May 31 we held a Memorial Day ceremony to honor our

fallen. We had a very nice turn out for the ceremony. | want to thank the
museum staff Rich, Chris and Ainsley, for their help in planning and
participating in this event as well as Garry Granger class of 71 and Brett
Thompson class of 75. We were able to have to a bugler, Don Floyd,
provided by Buglers Across America to play Taps. This event was a success
achieved by a group effort and | greatly thank you all.

We have many events planned for the future and the continued support
provided by each and every Alumni helps the Museum to continue to
reach out to the community to share the story and rich history of AMA.
Your monthly support and time to volunteer for events such as the
Memorial Day ceremony is so greatly appreciated.

In just a few short months you all will be gathering for Reunion 2021. If
you have not registered, you may do so by going to

the amaalumni.org website. If you need to make hotel reservations,
please be sure to contact Tru Hotel in Staunton or the Fairfield Inn
Staunton to make your reservation. Please be sure to let them know you
are with the Augusta Military Academy Foundation Reunion.

We are very appreciative of anyone who can volunteer to docent on the
weekends. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Chris at the
museum.

Warmest Regards,

Amy Hensley
Office Administrator, AMA Alumni Museum



http://amaalumni.org/




READ HERE

The Museum Newsletter is written and prepared by Doug Pennock and edited by Trudy Pennock

AUGUSTA MILITARY ACADEMY MUSEUM
e, Virgini

MISSION STATEMENT "To preserve the traditions of the Augusta Military Academy and to
honor the memory of the life and times of its alumni, faculty, staff, and supporting families
through permanent and temporary exhibits and diligent conservation the museum's
collections of artifacts, archives and photographs."

The AMA MUSEUM is operated by the AMA Alumni Foundation, which is a 501(c)3, non-
profit organization. The museum is manned by former cadets and faculty members, who
volunteer their time and talent. Funding for the museum is totally dependent on tax-



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001isSTZVK2gmrirGuw72SDaQh4X3gnEj_cU0SJG7aM0LQDeTDNQNO9xZpzWt9PLqErXgYgRJ8qSsYyDiHXDbCdfEBjek21FPQn5p-3sUvzYytlMA7zNRLQlTR2qjrYH-2HAJVOJvTuD3RMVhhQXssKYlr2rQjF67lkvuTxnLLpxlJQGtlxbDN3MnNpOS8oQ5ieQB03Hn2tg-0=&c=b-ZZIlbM1SYI0z3CrSqrIrvXg01GniSJVv2DDmsHWBvlKEOqN6uPiA==&ch=fo0yZf-4DZAMVn2M_t2Ain_7OTVPYsLUhL3nbludhNXikALQbRACxg==&jrc=1

exempt financial gifts and donations made by the alumni, former faculty, and friends of
Augusta Military Academy, as well as the community and visitors to the museum.

Augusta Military Academy Museum | 540-248-3007 | Museum@AMAalumni.org | http://www.amaalumni.org
1640 Lee Highway

P.O. Box 101
Fort Defiance, VA 24437
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